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1 After the death of Moses the Lord’s servant, the Lord spoke to Joshua son of
Nun, Moses’ assistant. He said, 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Therefore, the
time has come for you to lead these people, the Israelites, across the Jordan
River into the land I am giving them. 3 I promise you what I promised Moses:
‘Wherever you set foot, you will be on land I have given you— 4 from the Negev
wilderness in the south to the Lebanon mountains in the north, from the
Euphrates River in the east to the Mediterranean Sea in the west, including all
the land of the Hittites.’ 5 No one will be able to stand against you as long as
you live. For I will be with you as I was with Moses. I will not fail you or abandon
you.

6 “Be strong and courageous, for you are the one who will lead these people to
possess all the land I swore to their ancestors I would give them. 7 Be strong
and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the instructions Moses gave you.
Do not deviate from them, turning either to the right or to the left. Then you
will be successful in everything you do. 8 Study this Book of Instruction
continually. Meditate on it day and night so you will be sure to obey everything
written in it. Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do. 9 This is my
command—be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid or discouraged. For the
Lord your God is with you wherever you go.”
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     The book of Joshua begins with a closed door and an open future. Moses is
dead. Israel stands beside the Jordan River, looking across at the land God
promised to Abraham generations earlier. Behind them lies the wilderness;
before them waits an uncertain country filled with fortified cities, powerful
enemies and difficult choices.
     God calls Joshua to lead. “Be strong and courageous,” God tells him—not
because Joshua possesses extraordinary power, but because God promises, “I
will be with you.” Joshua’s courage must remain rooted in obedience to God’s
word. Israel will not enter the land by strength alone but by trusting the God
who travels with them.
     The Jordan opens, just as the Red Sea had opened for Moses. Israel crosses
on dry ground and builds a memorial of twelve stones so that future
generations will ask, “What do these stones mean?” God’s people must
remember. Faith grows when the story of God’s faithfulness is told again.
     Then comes Jericho. Its walls do not fall through military brilliance, but
after Israel marches, waits, worships and obeys. Rahab, an outsider with a
questionable past, trusts Israel’s God and finds a place among God’s people.
Her story reminds us that grace reaches beyond expected boundaries.
     The following campaigns describe Israel’s struggle to occupy the land.
These accounts of warfare and judgement are confronting to modern readers
and should not be treated lightly. Within Joshua’s ancient setting, they present
the land as God’s gift, the conquest as divine judgement rather than racial
superiority, and Israel as equally accountable to God. When Israel acts
faithlessly, as in Achan’s sin, Israel also experiences judgement.
     Much of the book concerns the division of the land among the twelve tribes.
These chapters may appear to be merely lists of boundaries, yet they declare
that God’s promise is becoming a lived reality. Every tribe receives somewhere
to belong and something to steward.
     Joshua ends where it began—with a choice. At Shechem, Joshua retells
God’s gracious acts and calls Israel to faithful worship: “Choose this day whom
you will serve.” His own decision is clear: “As for me and my household, we will
serve the LORD.”
Joshua is therefore more than a story about entering territory. It is a story
about entering trust: remembering grace, receiving God’s gifts, resisting
compromise and choosing daily to serve the God who keeps His promises.

Joshua: Stepping into God’s Promises
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MONDAY 
BIBLE STUDIES - all are

welcome
1.15 & 7pm @ the church

TUESDAY
CRAFT CLUB between 9 and

11am 
WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY

MAINLY MUSIC at 10.30am

Next week:
Sunday morning service as usual at

10am and Alpha from 4.30 - 6pm

What’s on this week?

P4

4 “Be strong and courageous,
because you will lead these
people to inherit the land I
swore to their ancestors to

give them.”

“Have I not commanded you?
Be strong and courageous. Do

not be afraid; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord
your God will be with you

wherever you go.”

You can still join Alpha
The Alpha course is going well
with people saying that they

are really enjoying it and
benefitting from it. If you

would still like to join,you will
be most welcome. It runs

between 4.30- 6pm Sundays.
Please advise Peter or one of

the pastors if you would like to
join in.

We thank the Lord that Anik is able to bring God’s Word
to us this morning. Please continue to pray that a new
visa will be granted to Anik and Heri to enable them to

stay and work in Australia

Please save the date for our
celebration of the past year at

the AGM on 13 September
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