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16 August 2026. Genesis 16

Abram's wife Sarai had not been able to have any children. But she
owned a young Egyptian slave woman named Hagar, *and Sarai said to
Abram, “The Lord has not given me any children. Sleep with my slave,
and if she has a child, it will be mine” Abram agreed, *and Sarai gave
him Hagar to be his wife. This happened after Abram had lived in the
land of Canaan for ten years. *Later, when Hagar knew she was going to
have a baby, she became proud and treated Sarai hatefully.

*Then Sarai said to Abram, “It's all your fault! | gave you my slave
woman, but she has been hateful to me ever since she found out she was
pregnant. You have done me wrong, and you will have to answer to the
Lord for this.”

® Abram said, “All right! She's your slave—do whatever you want with her”
Then Sarai began treating Hagar so harshly that she finally ran away.

"Hagar stopped to rest at a spring in the desert on the road to Shur.
While she was there, the angel of the Lord came to her ®and asked,
“Hagar, where have you come from, and where are you going?”

She answered, “I'm running away from Sarai, my owner.”

?The angel said, “Go back to Sarai and be her slave. *°™ | will give you a
son, who will be called Ishmael, because | have heard your cry for help.
And someday | will give you so many descendants that no one will be
able to count them all. *But your son will live far from his relatives; he
will be like a wild donkey, fighting everyone, and everyone fighting him.”

¥ Hagar thought, “Have | really seen God and lived to tell about it?” So
from then on she called him, “The God Who Sees Me.” * That's why
people call the well between Kadesh and Bered, “The Well of the Living
One Who Sees Me”

1518 Abram was 86 years old when Hagar gave birth to their son, and he
named him Ishmael.



16 August 2026 P3

Between 1950 and the early 60s, Lewis and a southern American
lady communicated by letters, writing about their lives and sharing
their thoughts on life and faith. Here are just three quotes from
Lewis’ letters.

“I have a notion that, apart from actual pain, men and women are
quite diversely afflicted by illness. To a woman one of the great evils
about it is that she can’t do things. To a man (or anyway a man like
me) the great consolation is the reflection “Well, anyway, no one can

now demand that | should do anything”.
— C.S. Lewis, Letters to an American Lady

“May God’s grace give you the necessary humility. Try not to think-
much less, speak- of their sins. One’s own are a much more
profitable theme! And if, on consideration, one can find no faults on
one’s own faults, then cry for mercy: for this must be a most
dangerous delusion..”

— C.S. Lewis, Letters to an American Lady

far the better . we are all fallen

creatures and all very hard to live Wlth &
[Letters to an American Lady, pp. 106-7]

Lewis was born in 1898 and got married in 1956. His wife died in 1960,
after a battle with cancer, and he died three years later.


https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14627964
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/14627964

9 August 2026

You can still join Alpha

The Alpha course continues
today. If you would still like to
come along you would be very

welcome.

Please pray for the leaders and
the people attending or helping
to make it happen. Pray that
God will work in people’s hearts
as they study this course.

Prayer & Thanks

e those struggling with
illness

e those who are hearing the
gospel for the first time

1 Corinthians 7:8
To the unmarried and the
widows I say that it is good
for them to remain single, as
I am.

1 Corinthians 7:17
Only let each person lead
the life that the Lord has

assigned to him, and to
which God has called him.
This is my rule in all the
churches.

A phd

Got Questions?

e our church children

o for the leaders and workers in
the BCWA (Union)

o for Hugo doing outreach in
Indonesia

Whatia on this week?
MONDAY
BIBLE STUDY - all are welcome
(/ 7pm @ the church
TUESDAY
CRAFT CLUB between 9 and
1lam
WEDNESDAY and THURSDAY
MAINLY MUSIC at 10.30am

Next week:
Evangelism and mission prayer
meeting at 9am

Sunday morning service as usual at
10am and Alpha from 4.30 - 6pm
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