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A synopsis of Isaac’s life from Genesis 25-27 (reference the Bible project video
on Isaac’s life for the bulletin

Isaac, the son of Abraham and Sarah, married Rebekah, but for many years
they had no children. Isaac prayed for his wife, and God answered his prayer.
Rebekah became pregnant with twins, yet the pregnancy was unusually
difficult. She sought the Lord, who told her that two nations were struggling
within her and that the older son would serve the younger.

When the boys were born, the first was red and hairy, so he was named Esau.
His brother emerged holding Esau's heel and was named Jacob. As they grew
up, the brothers became very different. Esau loved hunting and the open
country, while Jacob preferred staying among the tents. Isaac favoured Esau
because he enjoyed the game Esau brought home, but Rebekah loved Jacob.

One day Esau returned from hunting exhausted and found Jacob cooking a
stew. Desperate for food, Esau asked for some. Jacob agreed only if Esau sold
him his birthright, the special inheritance and family privilege belonging to the
eldest son. Thinking only of his immediate hunger, Esau agreed and swore an
oath. He ate the meal and went on his way, treating his birthright as something
of little value.

Later, a famine struck the land. God appeared to Isaac and instructed him not
to go to Egypt but to remain where God directed him. God renewed the
promises first given to Abraham, promising many descendants, the land of
Canaan, and blessings that would reach all nations through Isaac's family.
Isaac settled in Gerar. Fearing for his own safety, he told the people that
Rebekah was his sister because she was beautiful. Eventually the truth
became known, and the local king, Abimelech, protected Isaac and Rebekah.

God greatly blessed Isaac. His crops flourished, his flocks multiplied, and his
wealth increased so much that the Philistines became jealous. They stopped
up the wells dug by Abraham's servants, forcing Isaac to move several times.
Patiently, Isaac's servants dug new wells until they finally found a place where
there was room to live in peace. Isaac called that place Rehoboth, saying that
the Lord had made room for them to prosper. God again appeared to Isaac,
assuring him of His presence and blessing. Isaac built an altar, worshipped the
Lord, and settled there. Eventually Abimelech sought peace with Isaac,
recognising that God was with him, and they made a treaty.



As Isaac grew old and his eyesight failed, he believed his death was
near. He called Esau and asked him to hunt game and prepare his
favourite meal so that he could give Esau his blessing. Rebekah
overheard the conversation and quickly told Jacob about Isaac's
plan. She instructed Jacob to bring two young goats so she could
prepare a meal that tasted like wild game. Because Isaac might
recognise Jacob's smooth skin, Rebekah covered Jacob's hands and
neck with goatskins and dressed him in Esau's clothing.

Jacob entered Isaac's tent pretending to be Esau. Although Isaac
questioned him, the meal, the clothing, and the hairy goatskins
convinced the aging father. Isaac gave Jacob the blessing, praying
that God would grant him abundance, authority over nations, and
leadership over his brothers.

Soon afterward Esau returned with the meal he had prepared. Isaac
realised he had been deceived and trembled deeply, but the blessing
could not be taken back. Esau wept bitterly and begged for another
blessing. Isaac foretold that Esau would live by the sword and serve
his brother for a time, though he would eventually break free.

Filled with anger, Esau planned to kill Jacob after Isaac's death.
Learning of the danger, Rebekah urged Jacob to flee to her brother
Laban until Esau's anger had passed, setting the stage for the next
chapter of Jacob's journey.

And then a reference to the story of Jacob and Esau is found in
Hebrews 11: 20
“It was by faith that Isaac promised blessings for the future to
his sons, Jacob and Esau.”
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Hebrews 11: 1

Now faith is
confidence in
what we hope

for and
assurance

about what
we do not see.
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SUNDAY
S@6 on Sunday evening

MONDAY 
BIBLE STUDIES - all are welcome

1.15pm and
7pm @ the church

TUESDAY 
CRAFT group 9 - 11.30

WEDNESDAY &  THURSDAY
MAINLY MUSIC at 10.30

ACTIVITIES

P4

PRAYER
Pray for those affected by the
earthquakes in Venezuela
Pray for Levi for a full
recovery - he has been very ill
this past week 
Praise God for His love for us
in Christ Jesus
Thank God for opportunities
to talk of his love and grace
Thank God for the many
people whose lives are
touched by those who attend
our church.

Did you take a “Pray for
Alpha” card last week?
If not, please see Peter
after the service today.

Next week, there will be
invitation cards available

for you to give to your
listed people.

It would be
wonderful if
everyone got

behind this. Please
speak to Peter if

you are interested
in attending an
Alpha course or

helping in any way.
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