25 JANUARY 2026 SCARBOROUGH BAPTIST CHURCH

CONNECTIONS and the
Kingdom - In the footsteps
of Peter and Mark

Sermons are available online at
scarboroughbaptist.com

PASTORS Branch number 704-922
Andre van Oudtshoorn 0418 263 602 | Account number 1000 19866

Chad Power 0403 839 558 or please see Anne V or Sarah Park
Anik Suharianto 0425 566 443 for special bank deposit slips



MARK 4 (CEV)

The next time Jesus taught beside Lake Galilee, a big crowd @
gathered. It was so large that he had to sit in a boat out on the lake,
while the people stood on the shore. *He used stories to teach them many
things, and this is part of what he taught:

*Now listen! A farmer went out to scatter seed in a field. *While the farmer
was scattering the seed, some of it fell along the road and was eaten by
birds. ®Other seeds fell on thin, rocky ground and quickly started growing
because the soil wasn't very deep. ®But when the sun came up, the plants
were scorched and dried up, because they did not have deep roots. “Some
other seeds fell where thorn bushes grew up and choked out the plants. So
they did not produce any grain. ®But a few seeds did fall on good ground
where the plants grew and produced 30 or 60 or even 100 times as much as
was scattered. ° Then Jesus said, “If you have ears, pay attention.”

YWhen Jesus was alone with the twelve apostles and some others, they
asked him about these stories. ™ He answered:
| have explained the secret about God's kingdom to you, but for others | can
use only stories. ** The reason is,
“These people will look
and look, but never see.
They will listen and listen,
but never understand.
If they did,
they would turn to God
and be forgiven.”

¥ Jesus then told them:

If you don't understand this story, you won't understand any others. *What
the farmer is spreading is really the message about the kingdom. **The seeds
that fell along the road are the people who hear the message. But Satan soon
comes and snatches it away from them. '°The seeds that fell on rocky
ground are the people who gladly hear the message and accept it at once.
But they don't have roots, and they don't last very long. As soon as life gets
hard or the message gets them in trouble, they give up.

¥ The seeds that fell among the thorn bushes are also people who hear the
message. '° But they start worrying about the needs of this life. They are
fooled by the desire to get rich and to have all kinds of other things. So the



message gets choked out, and they never produce anything.
?°The seeds that fell on good ground are the people who hear

and welcome the message. They produce 30 or 60 or even 100 @
times as much as was planted.

21 Jesus also said: You don't light a lamp and put it under a clay pot or under
a bed. Don't you put a lamp on a lampstand? % There is nothing hidden that
will not be made public. There is no secret that will not be well known. 2®If
you have ears, pay attention! #* Listen carefully to what you hear! The way
you treat others will be the way you will be treated—and even worse.
Everyone who has something will be given more. But people who don't have
anything will lose what little they have.

20 Again Jesus said: God's kingdom is like what happens when a farmer
scatters seed in a field. ¥ The farmer sleeps at night and is up and around
during the day. Yet the seeds keep sprouting and growing, and he doesn't
understand how. # It is the ground that makes the seeds sprout and grow
into plants that produce grain. ?® Then when harvest season comes and the
grain is ripe, the farmer cuts it with a sickle.

**Finally, Jesus said: What is God's kingdom like? What story can | use to
explain it? * It is like what happens when a mustard seed is planted in the
ground. Itis the smallest seed in all the world. *But once it is planted, it
grows larger than any garden plant. It even puts out branches that are big
enough for birds to nest in its shade.

3 Jesus used many other stories when he spoke to the people, and he taught
them as much as they could understand. ** He did not tell them anything
without using stories. But when he was alone with his disciples, he explained
everything to them.

*That evening, Jesus said to his disciples, “Let's cross to the east side.” **So
they left the crowd, and his disciples started across the lake with him in the
boat. Some other boats followed along. * Suddenly a storm struck the lake.
Waves started splashing into the boat, and it was about to sink. * Jesus was
in the back of the boat with his head on a pillow, and he was asleep. His
disciples woke him and said, “Teacher, don't you care that we're about to
drown?”

39 Jesus got up and ordered the wind and the waves to be quiet. The wind
stopped, and everything was calm. *° Jesus asked his disciples, “Why were
you afraid? Don't you have any faith?” * Now they were more afraid than
ever and said to each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey
him!”



Sundays@6 is happening
tonight at the church!

= JURR
Ed naG}acey (on the right here with
Linda) passed away in her sleep on
Monday night. Her sons, Anton and
Marcus, will let us know funeral
details. They will probably have a
service down South but may also
have a farewell for her at Pinnaroo

for friends in Perth.




