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In the footsteps of the
early followers of Jesus -

journeying with Mark



(4–8)
 So John the Baptist showed up in the desert and told everyone, “Turn back
to God and be baptised! Then your sins will be forgiven.” From all Judea and
Jerusalem crowds of people went to John. They told how sorry they were for
their sins, and he baptised them in the Jordan River.
John also told the people, “Someone more powerful is going to come. And I
am not good enough even to stoop down and untie his sandals. I baptise you
with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit!”
(9–11)
 About that time, Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee, and John baptised
him in the Jordan River. As soon as Jesus came out of the water, he saw the
sky open and the Holy Spirit coming down to him like a dove. A voice from
heaven said, “You are my own dear Son, and I am pleased with you.”
(12–13)
 At once God’s Spirit made Jesus go into the desert. He stayed there for forty
days while Satan tested him. Jesus was with the wild animals, but angels
took care of him.
(14–15)
 After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee and told the good news that
comes from God. He said, “The time has come! God’s kingdom will soon be
here. Turn back to God and believe the good news!”
(16–18)
 As Jesus was walking along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw Simon and his
brother Andrew. They were fishermen and were casting their nets into the
lake. Jesus said to them, “Follow me! I will teach you how to bring in people
instead of fish.” Right then, the two brothers dropped their nets and went
with him. 
(21–22)
 Jesus and his disciples went to the town of Capernaum. On the next
Sabbath he went into the synagogue and started teaching. Everyone was
amazed at his teaching. He taught with authority, and not like the teachers of
the Law of Moses.

MARK 1
(1–3) 
This is the good news about Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God.  It began just as God had said in the book written
by Isaiah the prophet,
“I am sending my messenger to get the way ready for
you. In the desert, someone is shouting, ‘Get the road
ready for the Lord! Make a straight path for him.’”



(23–27)
 Suddenly a man with an evil spirit in him entered the synagogue and 
yelled, “I know who you are! You are God’s Holy One.” Jesus told the 
evil spirit, “Be quiet and come out of the man!”
 Everyone was completely surprised and kept saying to each other, “Even the
evil spirits obey him.”
(29–31)
 As soon as Jesus left the synagogue, they went home with Simon and
Andrew. Jesus took hold of Simon’s mother-in-law’s hand and helped her up.
The fever left her, and she served them a meal.
(35–39)
 Very early the next morning, before daylight, Jesus got up and went to a
place where he could be alone and pray. Jesus replied, “We must go to the
nearby towns, so that I can tell the good news to those people. This is why I
have come.”
(40–42)
 A man with leprosy came to Jesus and knelt down. He begged, “You have
the power to make me well, if only you wanted to.” Jesus felt sorry for the
man. So he put his hand on him and said, “I want to! Now you are well.” At
once the man’s leprosy disappeared.
(45)
 The man talked about it so much that Jesus could no longer go openly into a
town, but people still came to him from everywhere.
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Forget what happened long
ago! Don't think about the
past. I am creating
something new. There it is!
Do you see it? I have put
roads in deserts, streams in
thirsty lands. Isaiah 43:18,19

19 

Your 2026 



When you read the Gospel of Mark, you may notice how direct and energetic
it feels. There’s very little buildup. Mark moves quickly from one scene to the
next, as if he can’t wait to tell you what Jesus did next. That sense of urgency
is part of what makes this Gospel so compelling. But who wrote it, and why?

From the earliest days of the church, Christians believed Mark, a close
companion of the apostle Peter, wrote the Gospel. One early Christian leader,
Papias (60-130 AD), said that Mark acted as Peter’s “interpreter.” In other
words, Mark wrote down what Peter preached about Jesus, recalling Jesus’
words, his actions, and the path to his suffering. Mark wasn’t one of the
original disciples of Jesus. Still, he listened carefully to someone who was.

Mark also gives us hints about where and for whom he was writing. He often
explains Jewish customs and translates Aramaic phrases, which suggests his
readers weren’t Jewish. He also slips in Latin-style words, pointing to a
Roman setting. Most likely, Mark wrote for Christians living in Rome, the
centre of the Roman Empire. A small but fascinating detail supports this:
Mark names Simon of Cyrene’s sons, Alexander and Rufus, when Jesus is
crucified. Later, Paul greets a Rufus living in Rome (Romans 16:13). It’s
probably the same man.

What about the date? We can’t be certain, but there are good reasons to think
Mark was written fairly early, possibly in the late 50s AD, which means barely
17 years after Jesus’ death and resurrection. Luke, most scholars agree, used
Mark as a source, and Luke’s second volume, Acts, ends before Paul died in
AD 64, so Mark’s Gospel may be closer to Jesus’ time than people often
imagine.

All of this means that when we read Mark, we are hearing the early church’s
urgent, faithful testimony about Jesus, shaped by Peter’s memories and
written to encourage believers in a hostile environment to follow Christ, no
matter the cost.

WHEN, WHERE, AND WHY WAS THE GOSPEL OF MARK WRITTEN?

These holidays 
can get so long...

Ideas are really unlimited, but why not try:
a holiday project (on your own or involve
friends...)
a weekly gathering (coffee anyone?)
a prayer group - online or in person
summer study or just reading with
friends


