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Welcome to our Christmas service this morning. We have come together as God's
people to worship him on this special day.

We believe that the mighty God of Love, is among us this morning. That is the story of
Christmas: Immanuel, God with us: God entering our brokenness and poverty and
willingly stepping into our shoes as a vulnerable human baby.
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Listen to the Casting Crowns version of “I heard the bells” on Youtube

| heard the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carols play,

And wild and sweet

The words repeat

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And thought how, as the day had
come,

The belfries of all Christendom

Had rolled along

The unbroken song

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Till ringing, singing on its way,

The world revolved from night to
day,

A voice, a chime,

A chant sublime

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Then from each black, accursed
mouth

It was as if an earthquake rent

The hearth-stones of a continent,
And made forlorn

The households born

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

And in despair | bowed my head;
"There is no peace on earth," | said;
"For hate is strong,

And mocks the song

Of peace on earth, good-will to men!"

Then pealed the bells more loud and

deep:

"God is nhot dead, nor doth He sleep;
The Wrong shall fail,

The Right prevail,

With peace on earth, good-will to

men."

This is a poem written by Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow during the
American Civil War in 1863. His wife died
and two years later his son was severely
injured in this war.

The cannon thundered in the South,
And with the sound
The carols drowned
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!

Prayer Notices:

» Pray that the message of
Christmas will touch people's
hearts in a special way today

» Pray that the conversations at
breakfasts, dinners and tea-
times might lead people to find
Jesus as their Saviour

» Please pray for our oldr folk that
this Christmas might hold a
really special significance for
them

Most of our regular church activities are on
hold over the holiday time

S@6 on Sunday evening (NOT
TONIGHT)

If you are free and would like to
share in some fellowship and food
TONIGHT (Christmas Day, yes) -
join us at 6pm at the church


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M7670CXvPX0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M7670CXvPX0
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Laid
among muck
retching smells
flies,

Cry, oh
King of the Jews.

Cry like the children of Africa
the street children in Brazil

cry without
sound
home.
Cry
surrounded by
gold
frankincense
and myrrh,
wise men
bowing
reverently.
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Cry
at the entry
of the dumbfounded shepherds
their clumsy tongues
speaking deep
philosophies of
peace on earth
while a mother in Ramah
sings softly
to her child
and Herod sits up
in bed
planning.
Cry,
oh child,
for the carpenter
Is already dreaming of
teaching you about
hammer
wood
and nails

TRIVIAL FACTS

You might be aware that Oliver
Cromwellbanned the+Pagan
holiday of Christmas for 12 years
from 1647 in.the UK, but did you
know that the ban was onIy lifted
in Oklahoma USA in 19077 This
means in-some parts of the US,
Christmas was banned for over
260 years!
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Christmas’was"n t-always.on December'25 -
Whlle Chnstmasﬁcelebrates the' blrth of .
JesUs Christ, the actUaI d)gte of tHe big -
event IS Iost to hlstory There 8 no mentlon
of December 25 the Blble and’ many
,_hJsta(?lans say Jesus was most hk*ely born’ m.

the spnng SOme historians pO.SIt the date’ '
WaS onglnally chrosen beoause it c0|nc1ded
Wlth the pagan festival of Saturnalsa WhICh
honoured the agnculturai-god Saturn Wl'[h
celebrating ‘and¥ift- glvrng(( :

You probably already knew that the idea of Santa Claus came from St. Nichola -
In the fourth century, this Christian bishop gave away his large inheritance to the
poor and rescued women from servitude. In Dutch, his name is Sinterklaas, which
later morphed into Santa Claus in English.
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Matthew 1:18 - 25

8 This is how Jesus Christ was born. A young woman named Mary
was engaged to Joseph from King David's family. But before they
were married, she learned that she was going to have a baby by
God's Holy Spirit. *° Joseph was a good man and did not want to
embarrass Mary in front of everyone. So he decided to quietly call
off the wedding.

2While Joseph was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord
appeared to him in a dream. The angel said, “Joseph, the baby
that Mary will have is from the Holy Spirit. Go ahead and marry
her. # Then after her baby is born, name him Jesus, because he
will save his people from their sins.”

250 the Lord's promise came true, just as the prophet had said, *
“A virgin will have a baby boy, and he will be called Immanuel,”
which means “God is with us.”

4 After Joseph woke up, he and Mary were soon married, just as
the Lord's angel had told him to do. #* But they did not sleep
together before her baby was born. Then Joseph named him
Jesus.

Matthew 12:46-50

*¢ While Jesus was still speaking to the crowds, his mother and
brothers came and stood outside because they wanted to talk
with him. ¥ Someone told Jesus, “Your mother and brothers are
standing outside and want to talk with you.”

* Jesus answered, “Who is my mother and who are my brothers?”
**Then he pointed to his disciples and said, “These are my mother
and my brothers! *° Anyone who obeys my Father in heaven is my
brother or sister or mother.




