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LUKE 2

#12There were shepherds camping in the neighborhood. They had set night
watches over their sheep. Suddenly, God’s angel stood among them and God’s
glory blazed around them. They were terrified. The angel said, “Don’t be
afraid. I’'m here to announce a great and joyful event that is meant for
everybody, worldwide: A Savior has just been born in David’s town, a Savior
who is Messiah and Master. This is what you’re to look for: a baby wrapped in a
blanket and lying in a manger.”

1314 At once the angel was joined by a huge angelic choir singing God’s praises:
Glory to God in the heavenly heights,

Peace to all men and women on earth who please him.

118 As the angel choir withdrew into heaven, the shepherds talked it over.
“Let’s get over to Bethlehem as fast as we can and see for ourselves what God
has revealed to us.” They left, running, and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby lying in the manger. Seeing was believing. They told everyone they met
what the angels had said about this child. All who heard the shepherds were
impressed.

1920 Mary kept all these things to herself, holding them dear, deep within
herself. The shepherds returned and let loose, glorifying and praising God for
everything they had heard and seen. It turned out exactly the way they’d
been told!

MATTHEW 5

¥42«Here’s another old saying that deserves a second look: ‘Eye for eye,
tooth for tooth. Is that going to get us anywhere? Here’s what | propose:
‘Don’t hit back at all” If someone strikes you, stand there and take it. If
someone drags you into court and sues for the shirt off your back, giftwrap
your best coat and make a present of it. And if someone takes unfair
advantage of you, use the occasion to practice the servant life. No more tit-
for-tat stuff. Live generously.

B4 «you’re familiar with the old written law, ‘Love your friend, and its
unwritten companion, ‘Hate your enemy. I’m challenging that. I’'m telling you
to love your enemies. Let them bring out the best in you, not the worst. When
someone gives you a hard time, respond with the supple moves of prayer, for
then you are working out of your true selves, your God-created selves. This is
what God does. He gives his best—the sun to warm and the rain to nourish—to
everyone, regardless: the good and bad, the nice and nasty. If all you do is
love the lovable, do you expect a bonus? Anybody can do that. If you simply
say hello to those who greet you, do you expect a medal? Any run-of-the-mill
sinner does that.
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Many people see religion as the cause of a lot of the evil that takes place in the
world. We have all witnessed the horror of what people can do in the name of
their God or gods. The answer, some people say it to get rid of God and religion
all together. The problem is, of course, that similar horrific acts have also been
done by atheists. We can think of people such as Stalin, Hitler, Pol Pot and the
North Korean regimes. Evil, thus, seems to be inspired by something other than
religion per se. It can be found everywhere.

We have all been reminded again this past week that we live in a hard world,
marked by malice, unforgiveness, fighting, hatred, terrorism, war. But evil is not
only out there in the world. We often find it much closer to us, even in church.
But worst of all, the Bible tells us, evil is even closer than that, it lurks deep
within the core of our inner selves. “We have all sinned”, the Bible declares. And
also: “The people who say “l have no sin’ deceives themselves.”

If this is true, then overcoming evil through our own efforts is akin to trying to
pull ourselves out of a hole by our own hair. Only someone who is completely
without evil, completely holy, will have the power to overcome from evil. We
need a holy God to save us from the evil outside and inside of us.

Christmas time tells us that God, the holy one, entered this world of darkness
to save us from the evil around us as well as the evil inside us. To destroy evil
completely, God had to destroy the source of evil which includes us. The story
of the baby in the manger is the story of how God, the Holy One, became a
human to be destroyed as an evil doer in our place.

“Peace on earth!” the angels sang at the birth of Jesus. The angels’ cry of peace amid
the world's brokenness may seem out of touch with reality, just a bit of sentimental
idealism that we allow ourselves to engage in by joining the angel choir in our
Christmas carols. The kind of hope, that promises much but quickly turns into
another “if only” disappointment in the cold light of day.

This baby of whom the angels sang was born not to experience a peaceful,
unencumbered, life on earth but to face evil head-on. Influential people rose against
him. He was ignored, mocked, spat on and ultimately crucified. And yet, he his whole
life was an act of love, for the very same people who had rejected him. He did not
fight against them, He refused to see them as enemies. “Forgive them, Father!”, was
his final cry on behalf of those who had crucified him. “Peace on earth!”, because
God has decided to take the side of his enemies.
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“..And then, just when everything is bearing down on us to such an extent
that we can scarcely withstand it, the Christmas message comes to tell us
that all our ideas are wrong, and that what we take to be evil and dark is
really good and light because it comes from God. Our eyes are at fault, that
is all. God is in the manger, wealth in poverty, light in darkness, succour in
abandonment. No evil can befall us; whatever men may do to us, they
cannot but serve the God who is secretly revealed as love and rules the
world and our lives.”

“Who among us will celebrate Christmas correctly? Whoever finally lays
down all power, all honour, all reputation, all vanity, all arrogance, all
individualism beside the manger; whoever remains lowly and lets God alone
be high; whoever looks at the child in the manger and sees the glory of God
precisely in his lowliness.”

— Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God Is in the Manger: Reflections on Advent and

Christmas
Prayer at Christmas Thanks for:
e for those who are mourning e the knowledge of God’s love
» for those who are lonely * His sovereignty despite what
e for those who have not yet might appear to be the case
experienced the love of Christ e the example of Christ’s
e for the coming of Jesus Christ humility

L /IT WOULD BE NICE TO
7 HAVE A DO6 WHO
A REMEMBERED YOUR NAME

* FOR THE ROUND-HEADED KID..
MERRY CHRISTMAS”

FOR ME?
THANK YOU
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Worship Service on Christmas Day is
at 9.30am!



