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John 1in two versions: The Good News and The Message

In the beginning the Word
already existed; the Word was
with God, and the Word was
God. 2 From the very beginning
the Word was with God. 3
Through him God made all
things; not one thing in all
creation was made without him.
4 The Word was the source of
life, and this life brought light to
people. 5 The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has
never put it out.

6 God sent his messenger, a man
named John, 7 who came to tell
people about the light, so that
all should hear the message and
believe. 8 He himself was not
the light; he came to tell about
the light. 9 This was the real
light—the light that comes into
the world and shines on all
people

10 The Word was in the world,
and though God made the world
through him, yet the world did
not recognize him. 11 He came
to his own country, but his own
people did not receive him. 12
Some, however, did receive him
and believed in him; so he gave
them the right to become God's
children. 13 They did not
become God's children by
natural means, that is, by being
born as the children of a human
father; God himself was their
Father.

14 The Word became a human
being and, full of grace and
truth, lived among us. We saw
his glory, the glory which he
received as the Father's only
Son.

1-2 The Word was first,

the Word present to God,

God present to the Word.

The Word was God,

in readiness for God from day one.

ﬁ;S Everything was created through
im;

nothing—not one thing!—

came into being without him.

What came into existence was Life,

and the Life was Light to live by.

The Life-Light blazed out of the

darkness;

the darkness couldn’t put it out.

6-8 There once was a man, his name

John, sent by God to point out the

way to the Life-Light. He came to show

everyone where to look, who to

believe in. John was not himself the

Light; he was there to show the way to

the Light.

9-13 The Life-Light was the real thing:

Every person entering Life

he brings into Light.

He was in the world,

the world was there through him,

and yet the world didn’t even notice.

He came to his own people,

but they didn’t want him.

But whoever did want him,

who believed he was who he claimed

and would do what he said,

He made to be their true selves,

their child-of-God selves.

These are the God-begotten,

not blood-begotten,

not flesh-begotten,

not sex-begotten.

14 The Word became flesh and blood,

and moved into the neighbourhood.

We saw the glory with our own eyes,

the one-of-a-kind glory,

like Father, like Son,

Generous inside and out,

true from start to finish.
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Every meaningful conversation * Pray for an open mind and heart,
about Jesus is a small seed and a willingness to share God’s
planted in someone’s heart. As a good news this Christmas
church, we want to notice and e Conversations about Christ
celebrate these opportunities often lead naturally into prayer.
that God has opened for us to Thanks, amazement, where to
share the good news of God's now? Follow-up?

grace. e Pray specifically for those who

have (or will) come across your

We invite you to drop a seed into
Y P path this week.

the bowl on the stage for every
conversation you’ve had with

someone who does not yet Keep praying for Rick and
believe. This simple practice helps [ALLUCIuNER A el Y lgiAllele]!
us see how God is using us to and mental challenges.
reach others with the message of Give thanks for friends and

His love. family.



