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INWARD FOCUS
VALUE

A church that is experienced as
· a place of celebration, rest and refreshment where every
member can do as little or as much as they can in
obedience to God’s call upon their lives
· a happy church, filled with laughter for the good things in
our own lives and the lives of others 
· a caring church filled with tears for the sad things that
touch the lives of people in this broken world
· a praying church where we confess our dependence on
God and intercede for individuals and the expansion of
God’s work across the world

Please consider joining a prayer group. You do not have to meet together
to pray for each other, but you are just saying: I am willing to pray for the
people I am given. You do not have to give people prayer points if you do

not want to do this.
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TAKE 5: PRAYER AS PRIVILEGE
Prayer is surely the greatest privilege that a Christian has. Consider for a
moment: The God who created the universe, who is high and exalted, clothed
in  holiness, who does not tolerate evil but destroys all sin and darkness,
nevertheless invites sinful people to draw near to him in prayer. God makes
time to listen to the needs, thoughts, hopes and wishes of ordinary humans
like us. God takes us seriously. 

It does not make sense for God to take our feelings, ideas, hopes and
aspirations seriously. Our prayers are often filled with trivial things. We are
mostly concerned about ourselves, our health and well-being, our everyday
conveniences. Surely God has greater, more important things to occupy his
thoughts than our little prayers!

Sometimes we pray these  little prayers because we lack understanding. We do
not have the capacity to understand God, ourselves, the world in any depth.
Paul cries out in Romans 11:33 -35 
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“ How great are God's riches! How deep are his wisdom and knowledge! Who
can explain his decisions? Who can understand his ways? As the scripture
says,

33 

34 

“Who knows the mind of the Lord?
 Who is able to give him advice?
This idea is so important to Paul that we read it again in 1 Corinthians 2:13. If
this is true, why should God bother to listen to us as we prattle on about
things that we do not really understand?

And yet, God does. He stoops down to listen to our anguished cries wrought in
the midst of grief and pain; The Great I am draws close enough to hear the
softly breathed prayer that we do not want anyone else to hear; He catches
the thoughts flittering in our inner beings that never make it past our lips -
ideas that are more feeling than thought. God does not listen to us  like an
indulgent Father listening to a young child. God listens to us intently. What we
say is important to him, important enough to affect God’s plans, his feelings,
his very being.

Again we can only say: This does not make sense! Why should God bother. And
yet, we know he does. We know it because the Bible bears witness in multiple
ways to God’s willingness to listen to our prayers, to take us seriously, to

 respond to our needs
and petitions. Behind
this willingness of God
to invite us to pray and
to expect a response
from him, we can find
no reasons, but only
grace. Grace is God’s
willingness to do good
to us without us
deserving it, to invite
us into his presence
without us having any
natural right to stand
before him, to talk to
him. This means that
prayer is always more
privilege than duty.



Please continue to pray for Joy
Loffelmann and the family

following the funeral of Willy, on
Tuesday. The funeral was not only

a time of sadness but also of
celebration as many people came

to reflect on Willy’s impact on
their lives.  
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ACTIVITIES

P4

Please also pray for the various
outreach ministries of the church.
Pray for an opportunity this week
to share the good news about Jesus
with someone who does not yet
know him. 

5 Once when he was standing on the shore of Lake Gennesaret, the crowd
was pushing in on him to better hear the Word of God. He noticed two boats
tied up. The fishermen had just left them and were out scrubbing their nets.
He climbed into the boat that was Simon’s and asked him to put out a little
from the shore. Sitting there, using the boat for a pulpit, he taught the
crowd.

1-3 

When he finished teaching, he said to Simon, “Push out into deep water and
let your nets out for a catch.”

4 

Simon said, “Master, we’ve been fishing hard all night and haven’t caught
even a minnow. But if you say so, I’ll let out the nets.” It was no sooner said
than done—a huge haul of fish, straining the nets past capacity. They waved
to their partners in the other boat to come help them. They filled both
boats, nearly swamping them with the catch.

5-7 

Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell to his knees before Jesus. “Master, leave.
I’m a sinner and can’t handle this holiness. Leave me to myself.” When they
pulled in that catch of fish, awe overwhelmed Simon and everyone with him.
It was the same with James and John, Zebedee’s sons, coworkers with
Simon.

8-10 

Jesus said to Simon, “There is nothing to fear. From now on you’ll be
fishing for men and women.” They pulled their boats up on the beach, left
them, nets and all, and followed him.

10-11 

All other normal weekly
 activities are on hold for

the school holiday
period (2 weeks).


