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SBC has a three-fold focus which we strive to keep in balance to develop a
healthy and vibrant church:

UPWARDS
Celebrating God’s loving kindness in Christ together

INWARDS

Encouraging and equipping our members in their Love for, and service of, God
and each other

OUTWARDS
We are reaching out through the Holy Spirit with Christ’s Love for the spiritual
and material needs of the world.
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Matthew’s Vision of God’s Nearness and Majesty

“Our Father in heaven” (Matt 6:9). This short phrase is loaded with meaning
and provides a window into the whole of Matthew’s Gospel. It reflects both
intimacy and reverence, nearness and transcendence, assurance and awe.

Father: The God Who Is Near

Calling God “Father” is deeply personal. In the Old Testament, God is
sometimes described as a Father to Israel (Deut 32:6; Isa 63:16), but it is Jesus
who makes this relationship central. For Matthew, God is not a distant power
but the caring Father who knows the needs of his children even before they
ask (Matt 6:8). The word points to God’s provision, compassion, and relational
closeness. It is an invitation to trust. To pray “Father” is to acknowledge that
we are God’s beloved children, called to live in dependence and confidence.

In Heaven: The God Who Is Majestic

But the phrase does not stop there. Matthew repeatedly speaks of “your
Father who is in heaven” (Matt 5:16, 45; 6:1). Adding “in heaven” reminds us
that God is not just a human parent writ large. He is exalted, sovereign, and
holy. Heaven is the realm of God’s authority, where his will is perfectly done
(Matt 6:10). To call God “our Father in heaven” is to hold together both his
closeness and his majesty. It keeps us from making God small or treating him
casually. He is the Father who provides daily bread, yet also the Lord of the
universe.

A Distinctive Matthean Emphasis

The phrase “Father in heaven” is particularly characteristic of Matthew. Mark
and Luke tend simply to use “Father,” but Matthew consistently adds “in
heaven.” This double emphasis suits Matthew’s Gospel, which highlights both
the nearness of the kingdom—God with us in Jesus (Matt 1:23)—and the
absolute authority of the heavenly King. Matthew wants his readers to
approach God as children, yet also to bow before him as Lord.

Implications for Prayer and Life

When Jesus frames prayer with “Our Father in heaven,” he teaches us how to
relate to God. Prayer is not twisting the arm of a reluctant deity but resting in
the care of a loving Father. Yet it is also aligning ourselves with the purposes of
the One who rules from heaven: “Your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as itis in heaven” (Matt 6:10). The balance of intimacy and reverence
shapes not only our prayers but our lives. We live with bold trust and with holy
fear, knowing we are children of the King.

A Family Together

Finally, the word “our” in “Our Father in heaven” reminds us that this
relationship is shared. We do not pray alone. Believers are joined into a new
family under one Father. In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus calls his disciples to live
as a community marked by forgiveness, mercy, and love, reflecting the
character of their Father in heaven (Matt 5:48).
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**Those who are led by God's Spirit are God's children. **For the Spirit that
God has given you does not make you slaves and cause you to be afraid,
instead, the Spirit makes you God's children, and by the Spirit's power we
cry out to God, “Father! my Father!” ** God's Spirit joins himself to our spirits
to declare that we are God's children. ¥ Since we are his children, we will
possess the blessings he keeps for his people, and we will also possess with
Christ what God has kept for him; for if we share Christ's suffering, we will
also share his glory.

8] consider that what we suffer at this present time cannot be compared at
all with the glory that is going to be revealed to us. * All of creation waits
with eager longing for God to reveal his children. ?° For creation was
condemned to lose its purpose, not of its own will, but because God willed it
to be so. Yet there was the hope #that creation itself would one day be set
free from its slavery to decay and would share the glorious freedom of the
children of God. ?For we know that up to the present time all of creation
groans with pain, like the pain of childbirth. 2*But it is not just creation alone
which groans; we who have the Spirit as the first of God's gifts also groan
within ourselves as we wait for God to make us his children and'® set our
whole being free. # For it was by hope that we were saved; but if we see
what we hope for, then it is not really hope. For who of us hopes for
something we see? #°But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it
with patience.

ACTIVITIES PRAYER
SUNDAY e The AGM on the 14™ of
S@6 on Sunday tonight: September.
MONDAY e Rosemary recovering from
Bible Study 1.15pm knee surgery
Young Adults 7 pm e Chad who is unwell
TUESDAY e Thank God for all the
CRAET: 9am volunFegrs for the mulch and
the ministry of Lark
_ THUR.SDAY e Thank God for the
Mainly Music: 10.30am management of the church
next SUNDAY and the work they do to make

AGM and shared lunch everything run smoothly


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208&version=GNT#fen-GNT-31174c

