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13 The dragon[a] stood on the shore of the sea. And | saw a beast coming
out of the sea. It had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on its
horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. 2 The beast | saw
resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like
that of a lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and
great authority. 3 One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a
fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was
filled with wonder and followed the beast. 4 People worshiped the
dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also
worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can wage
war against it?”
5 The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies
and to exercise its authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its mouth
to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his dwelling place and
those who live in heaven. 7 It was given power to wage war against God’s
holy people and to conquer them. And it was given authority over every
tribe, people, language and nation. 8 All inhabitants of the earth will
worship the beast—all whose names have not been written in the Lamb’s
book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the world.[b]
9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.
10 “If anyone is to go into captivity,
into captivity they will go.
If anyone is to be killed[c] with the sword,
with the sword they will be killed.”[d]
This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of God’s
people.

The Beast out of the Earth
11 Then | saw a second beast, coming out of the earth. It had two horns
like a lamb, but it spoke like a dragon. 12 It exercised all the authority of
the first beast on its behalf, and made the earth and its inhabitants
worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. 13 And it
performed great signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to
the earth in full view of the people. 14 Because of the signs it was given
power to perform on behalf of the first beast, it deceived the inhabitants
of the earth. It ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast
who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 The second beast was
given power to give breath to the infage of the first beast, so that the
image could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be
killed. 16 It also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free and
slave, to receive a mark on their right hands or on their foreheads, 17 so
that they could not buy or sell unless they had the mark, which is the
name of the beast or the number of its name.
18 This calls for wisdom. Let the person who has insight calculate the
number of the beast, for it is the number of a man.[e] That number is
666.
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The Lamb and the 144,000
14 Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion,
and with him 144,000 who had his name and his Father’s name written on
their foreheads. 2 And | heard a sound from heaven like the roar of rushing
waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound | heard was like that of
harpists playing their harps. 3 And they sang a new song before the throne and
before the four living creatures and the elders. No one could learn the song
except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4 These are those
who did not defile themselves with women, for they remained virgins. They
follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They were purchased from among mankind
and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb. 5 No lie was found in their
mouths; they are blameless.
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Volunteering in the Body of Christ

The life of the church depends on volunteers. The very word “volunteer”
reminds us that this is work people choose to do—not a paid job, but a gift of
time and energy freely given. Across society people volunteer for sports
clubs, scouts, dance competitions, or feeding the poor. These are good
things, but volunteering in the church is something deeper.

Normally volunteers can take up or leave their position whenever they wish
—when they lose interest or after a disagreement. In the church, however,
believers are not loosely attached; we are members of one body. Our service
is not just a personal choice but the fruit of God’s Spirit working in us. As
Paul writes: “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Eph. 2:10). Serving is
part of who we are as new people in Christ, filled with love for God, one
another, and the world.

That means Christian ministry is never a casual commitment but an essential
expression of our identity. We cannot walk away, for to serve is to live out
our calling. We do so passionately, driven by God’s wonderful love that binds
us together and sends us into the world. And when we serve faithfully, we
not only bless others but also grow ourselves, becoming more fully the
people God created us to be.

ACTIVITIES PRAYER
SUNDAY e Rosemary Liddelow is in

hospital following a knee
operation. Please pray for full
recovery.

S@6 on Sunday evening:
All welcome

MONDAY e Sylvia is still recovering after
Bible StUdy 115pm her fall.
TUESDAY e The management committee
CRAFT: 9am met this week. Pray for their
THURSDAY work in keeping the church

Mainly Music: 10.30am functioning well



