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6 JULY 2025 INTERPRETING HISTORICAL EVENTS P2

Theologian Wolfhart Pannenberg argues that God speaks through history. He
believed that we don’t need to look for special or hidden revelations—God’s
truth is already being revealed through real events in time. Pannenberg says
that history itself is meaningful, and the resurrection of Jesus is the clearest
sign of what God is doing in the world. He warns us not to separate facts from
their meaning, because God's message is built into the events themselves. By
looking at history with open hearts and careful thought, we can see God’s
hand at work and better understand the “signs of the times”—not as secrets
for the few, but as truth available to all.

Pannenberg reminds us that God is involved in world history, but trying to
discern God's actions can also mislead us. Historical events are not easy to
interpret—and people often read them through the lens of their own political,
cultural, or personal agendas. If we're not careful, we might confuse our own
views with God's will.

True prophetic preaching, however, must go further than simply finding
meaning in past events. It must confront the present with courage and
honesty. Prophets do not just observe history—they challenge it. They expose
sin, question cultural assumptions, and invite us into God's better future.

Most importantly, all prophetic preaching must be centred on Christ, who is
the final and full revelation of God. Through Him, we gain the clearest picture
of God's will. Prophetic preaching, then, is not just about analysing history—
it’s about transforming the present in light of the gospel and God's coming
kingdom. (Andre)

The Abomination of Desolation:

In Matthew 24:15, Jesus warns, “So when you see standing in the holy place
‘the abomination of desolation, spoken of through the prophet Daniel...
then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.” This cryptic phrase

connects directly to Daniel’s visions (Daniel 9:27; 11:31; 12:11), and its
background is key to understanding Jesus’ prophetic warning.

The phrase “abomination of desolation” originally referred to the actions of
Antiochus IV Epiphanes, a Greek ruler of the Seleucid Empire (reigned 175-
164 BC).
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In 167 BC, Antiochus desecrated the Jewish temple in Jerusalem by:
Banning Jewish worship,

Setting up an altar to Zeus, and

Offering unclean sacrifices, including pigs, on the temple altar.

This event so shocked the Jewish people that it became a symbol of ultimate
sacrilege—an act that rendered the temple desolate and unfit for worship.
Daniel’s visions, written in part during or reflecting upon this crisis, use the
term “abomination that causes desolation” to describe this defilement (see
Daniel 11:31). But Daniel’s prophecies also point forward to further
desecrations and times of tribulation, casting a shadow over Israel’s future.

MATTHEW 24

*As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him
privately. “Tell us,” they said, “when will this happen, and what will be the sign
of your coming and of the end of the age?”

*Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you. °For many will come in
my name, claiming, ‘l am the Messiah, and will deceive many. ° You will hear of
wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things
must happen, but the end is still to come. "Nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in various
places. 8 All these are the beginning of birth pains.

°“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you
will be hated by all nations because of me. *° At that time many will turn away
from the faith and will betray and hate each other, **and many false prophets
will appear and deceive many people. ** Because of the increase of wickedness,
the love of most will grow cold, ** but the one who stands firm to the end will
be saved. ** And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world
as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

1>“So when you see standing in the holy place ‘the abomination that causes
desolation, spoken of through the prophet Daniel—let the reader understand—
®then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. ¥ Let no one on the
housetop go down to take anything out of the house. *® Let no one in the field
go back to get their cloak. ** How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant
women and nursing mothers! ?° Pray that your flight will not take place in
winter or on the Sabbath.
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MATTHEW 24 contd. P4

! For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the

world until now—and never to be equaled again.

2“|f those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the
sake of the elect those days will be shortened. ? At that time if anyone says
to you, ‘Look, here is the Messiah! or, ‘There he is!” do not believe it. * For
false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. ® See, | have told you ahead

of time.

20430 if anyone tells you, ‘There he is, out in the wilderness, do not go out;
or, ‘Here he is, in the inner rooms, do not believe it. ?’ For as lightning that
comes from the east is visible even in the west, so will be the coming of the
Son of Man. ® Wherever there is a carcass, there the vultures will gather.

29 “|mmediately after the distress of those days

““the sun will be darkened,

and the moon will not give its light;

the stars will fall from the sky,

and the heavenly bodies will be shaken’

*“Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then
all the peoples of the earth will mourn when they see the Son of

Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with power and great glory. °

And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will
gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens

to the other.

ACTIVITIES

SUNDAY

S@6 on Sunday evening: all

welcome
MONDAY

BIBLE STUDIES
1.15 PM AT THE CHURCH
7 PM AT THE CHURCH

TUESDAY

CRAFT: Morning tea at Lark at
10:30 for those who’d like to

come

PRAYER

e Pray for a break-through in
peace talks in the Middle
East and Russia/ Ukraine

e Pray for Rosemary
Liddelow who is awaiting
surgery; pray for good
health

e Thank the Lord for the
miracle enabling us to
break even at the end of
the financial year
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