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REVELATION 1-3
CHRIST’S CONTINUING

PRESENCE IN HIS CHURCH
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 John,
To the seven churches in the province of Asia:
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come,
and from the seven spirits  before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, who is
the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of
the earth.

[a] 5 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, and has
made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be
glory and power for ever and ever! Amen.

6 

“Look, he is coming with the clouds,”7 [b]

    and “every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him”;
    and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.”[c]

So shall it be! Amen.
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was,

and who is to come, the Almighty.”

8 

I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me. And when I turned
I saw seven golden lampstands, and among the lampstands was someone
like a son of man,  dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet and with a
golden sash around his chest. The hair on his head was white like wool, as
white as snow, and his eyes were like blazing fire. His feet were like bronze
glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the sound of rushing waters. In
his right hand he held seven stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp,
double-edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.

12 

13 

[d]

14 

15 

16 

When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. Then he placed his right
hand on me and said: “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the
Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold
the keys of death and Hades.

17 

18 

“Write, therefore, what you have seen, what is now and what will take place
later. The mystery of the seven stars that you saw in my right hand and of
the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the angels  of the
seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.

19 

20 

[e]
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Ephesus was the glittering crown of
Asia Minor. A thriving port city, it
buzzed with trade and traffic. Towering
over the city stood the Temple of
Artemis, one of the Seven Wonders of
the Ancient World. With merchants
hawking idols and magicians selling
scrolls (see Acts 19), Ephesus was a
marketplace of both commerce and
competing worldviews.
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Before we read what Jesus says to
the seven churches in Revelation,
it’s worth stepping into their world.
These weren’t imaginary
congregations—they lived in real
cities, each with a unique blend of
wealth, politics, and religion that
shaped their daily lives and spiritual
challenges.

Seven Cities, Seven Worlds Behind Revelation

Smyrna, famed for its beauty and coastal wealth, prided itself on loyalty to
Rome. It was an early adopter of emperor worship, building temples to Caesar
long before it was fashionable. Christians here faced serious pressure: worship
Caesar—or else.

Pergamum was intellectual and political. Once the capital of the Roman
province of Asia, it held a vast library and was home to numerous temples—
including one to Zeus that loomed over the city like a throne. It also hosted a
centre of the imperial cult. To walk the streets of Pergamum was to walk
among gods and emperors.

Thyatira didn’t boast the glamour of its neighbours, but it thrived on trade.
Famous for its textile industry—especially purple dye—it was full of trade
guilds. Joining one often meant taking part in feasts honouring pagan gods.
Opting out could cost you your job.



PRAYER

Sardis was once the capital of the Lydian kingdom
and oozed past glory. By the time of Revelation, it
remained wealthy but lived in the shadow of what
it had been. Its religious life was hollow, with
rituals to Artemis and Cybele providing form
without fire.

Philadelphia, though small and often shaken by
earthquakes, stood as a gateway to the east.
Founded to spread Greek culture, it served as a
kind of missionary city for Hellenism. It didn’t
have the pagan buzz of others but still held
Jewish and imperial tensions.

Laodicea was the banking capital of the region.
Famous for its black wool and medical expertise,
especially eye ointments, it was so rich that it
refused Roman help after an earthquake.
Spiritually and economically, it said, “We’ve got
this.”

These cities remind us that the gospel always
grows in real soil—often messy, complex, and
competing with the gods of the age.
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Praise the Lord that Sylvia
is recovering well after her
fall. 
Pray for Anik who is not
well and for the possibility
of getting PR in Australia 
Pray for the Christmas in
July Outreach. Pray that
the gospel of Jesus will
touch those who do not
know him yet.

Ticket Holders only

5 PM
TONIGHT


