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WHY BOTHER WITH THE BOOK OF REVELATION?

The Book of Revelation often gets a bad reputation. Many Christians avoid
it entirely, thinking it’s too confusing, frightening, or full of strange images
best left to theologians or end-times experts. But what if we’ve
misunderstood its purpose? Revelation wasn’t written to frighten the
church—it was written to encourage her.

At its heart, Revelation is a letter from Jesus to His people. It was
originally given to ordinary believers living in difficult times under Roman
oppression. These early Christians were excluded from society, ridiculed,
and sometimes even persecuted for their faith. They needed a message
that would lift their eyes above their circumstances—and Revelation did
just that.
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1. Revelation 2-5: Christ Among His Churches/ Church in heaven
3:21: "To the one who is victorious, | will give the right to sit with me on my
throne, just as | was victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne."

Revelation 6-7: The Lamb Who Conquers and Opens the Seals
7:17 "For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; ‘he will
lead them to springs of living water’ ‘And God will wipe away every tear from
their eyes."

3. Revelation 8-11: Trumpets and Warnings
11:15 "The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in
heaven, which said: 'The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our
Lord and of his Messiah, and he will reign for ever and ever."

4. Revelation 12-14: Conflict with the Dragon and the Beasts
14:14-16 "l looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the
cloud was one like a son of man with a crown of gold on his head and a sharp
sickle in his hand... Then another angel came out of the temple and called in a
loud voice to him... 'Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has
come."

5. Revelation 15-16: Bowls of Wrath
16:17 "The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple
came a loud voice from the throne, saying, 'It is done!""

6. Revelation 17-19: Fall of Babylon and Victory of the Rider on the White
Horse
19:11, 15 "I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse,
whose rider is called Faithful and True... Coming out of his mouth is a sharp
sword with which to strike down the nations. ‘He will rule them with an iron
scepter’"

7. Revelation 20-22: Final Judgement and New Creation
20:11-12 "Then | saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it... And |
saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were
opened.."
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Instead of focusing on mysterious predictions or obscure codes, the book
speaks into the daily challenges of believers. It reminds them (and us) that
Jesus is alive, ruling as King, and is with His church even in the middle of
suffering. Revelation paints a picture of the cosmic battle between good and
evil and assures us that Jesus has already won.

The vivid symbols in Revelation—beasts, dragons, scrolls, and more—are
not designed to confuse us but to connect spiritual truths with real-life
experiences. The lamb represents Jesus, whose sacrifice secured victory.
The dragon represents evil powers that still threaten God’s people. The
“mark of the beast” speaks to pressures to conform to a godless
society.These images stir our imagination and help us see life from God’s
perspective.

More than anything, Revelation is a book of hope. It reminds us that the
troubles we face are not the end of the story. Jesus is coming again to make
all things new. Evil will not have the final word. God’s people will reign with
Him in joy and peace forever.

So let’s stop hiding this book away as if it’s too dark or too hard. It’s a
treasure—filled with worship, wonder, warning, and deep encouragement.
Revelation is for all of us, not just scholars. It’s for the hurting, the tired, the
hopeful, and the faithful. It tells us, in picture after picture, that God sees,
God knows, and God wins.

Take courage. Revelation wasn’t written to scare you. It was written to
strengthen you.
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