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Stott dedicated an entire chapter to simplicity in his book The Radical Disciple.
There he said,
Materialism—a preoccupation with material things—can smother our spiritual life.
Jesus told us not to store up treasure on earth and warned us against
covetousness. So did the apostle Paul, urging us instead to develop a lifestyle of
simplicity, generosity, and contentment, drawing on his own experience of having
learned to be content whatever the circumstances (Philippians 4:11).
A Christian’s conscience must be guided by Scripture, and when it comes to
material possessions this means navigating away from the twin errors of
asceticism (Col. 2:20–23) and materialism. As Luke writes, “Take care, and be on
your guard against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the
abundance of his possessions” (Luke 12:15).

We enter and depart the world with nothing. In between, a Christian should be
able to say with Paul, “If we have food and clothing, with these we will be
content” (1 Tim. 6:8). As Stott said, “Life on earth is a brief pilgrimage between
two moments of nakedness. So, we would be wise to travel light.”

Simplicity doesn’t come naturally in a consumer culture. Those who live in
upwardly mobile societies must make purposeful choices. For Stott, this meant
living in a small flat and enjoying simple meals. Friends say he declined extra
portions of food out of a feeling of solidarity with the poor. The blue blazer he
wore regularly was near threadbare, and he once felt ashamed upon admitting
that he’d purchased a second pair of shoes. These choices made clear that his life
was not defined by material wealth.

Simplicity won’t look the same for every Christian. The approach of a large family
in a rural area will be different from a single man living in the city like Stott. This is
a matter of liberty, and believers can do as their consciences dictate.
But no matter our circumstances, following Christ means defense against
materialism’s soul-choking influence. Let’s use these three principles from John
Stott’s life as a model to examine our own. Ask yourself, “What can I reduce,
eliminate, or limit in my lifestyle that would enable me to invest intentionally and
sacrificially in the growth of Christ’s church?”
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Taken from an article by Andy Jones: https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/
article/stott-live-less/

https://www.amazon.com/Radical-Disciple-Neglected-Aspects-Calling/dp/0830836845/?tag=thegospcoal-20
https://www.esv.org/verses/Philippians%204%3A11/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Col.%202%3A20%E2%80%9323/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Luke%2012%3A15/
https://www.esv.org/verses/1%20Tim.%206%3A8/
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Sunday
S@6 on Sunday evening 

Join us for a chat, a meal, and a short service 

MONDAY BIBLE STUDIES
 2 pm @ church

Young Adults @ 7pm

TUESDAY - Craft Group from 9 - 11.30

THURSDAY - Mainly Music at 10.30

ACTIVITIES

P3

PRAYER
Praise God Iris Sales is
feeling better.
Hilary Holland is in hospital
with blood clots
Anik has to have some tests
done for lumps.
The Management will meet
again this week
Thank God for free will
donations to the church

The element of a race is used in the Bible a number of times. Do we, as
humankind, have an intense desire to be “first”, to be acknowledged as

“best”? Do we despise those who come last and we don’t choose to have
them on our team? What is Jesus saying here?
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A man came to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I
do to have eternal life?”

16 

Jesus said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? Only
God is good. If you want to have eternal life, you must obey his
commandments.”

17 

 “Which ones?” the man asked.18 

Jesus answered, “Do not murder. Be faithful in marriage. Do not
steal. Do not tell lies about others.   Respect your father and
mother. And love others as much as you love yourself.”  The young
man said, “I have obeyed all of these. What else must I do?”

19 

20 

Jesus replied, “If you want to be perfect, go sell everything you
own! Give the money to the poor, and you will have riches in heaven.
Then come and be my follower.”  When the young man heard this,
he went away sad, because he was very rich.

21 

22 

Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you, it's terribly hard for rich
people to get into the kingdom of heaven!  In fact, it's easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to get
into God's kingdom.”

23 

24 

When the disciples heard this, they were greatly surprised and
asked, “How can anyone ever be saved?”

25 

Jesus looked straight at them and said, “There are some things
people cannot do, but God can do anything.”

26 

Peter replied, “Remember, we have left everything to be your
followers! What will we get?”

27 

 Jesus answered:28 

Yes, all of you have become my followers. And so in the future
world, when the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, I promise
you will sit on twelve thrones to judge the twelve tribes of Israel.  
All who have given up home or brothers and sisters or father and
mother or children or land for me will be given 100 times as much.
They will also have eternal life.   But many who are now first will be
last, and many who are last will be first.

29

30 


