
Websit
e 

SBC  BULLETIN

1 5  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 4   S B C

Andre van Oudtshoorn - 
0418263602
Chad Power - 0403839558 

PASTORS Our website:
https://scarboroughbaptist.com

Details for your offering:
(Our bank - BFS - uses the Post Office for

transactions - you will need to use a special
 deposit slip - Ask Anne/Willy) 

Branch number 704- 922 
Account number 1000 19866

/

SERMONS AVAILABLE
ONLINE

Anik Suharianto - 0425566443
Samuel Yun - 0433423375



.

Joel Payne writes of a “Magi-cal Christmas”    P2

      What are the Magi doing in the Christmas story - they're a bit mysterious,
don't you think? And for that matter, what is a magi, or a mage? Probably best
to clear up a bit confusion first.

 We tend to lump the Magi in with everyone else in our nativity scenes. It
makes for a neat picture, but it seems pretty unlikely that they turned up just
after the shepherds. There are a few good reasons to rethink our traditional
Christmas chronology:

 a) In verse 1 Matthew is clearly starting a new section, and talking in general
terms about the time of King Herod, not about the next day
 b) the word for child used by Matthew here wasn't used of babies
 c) in verse 16, Herod goes after children under 2 years, based on the date the
star had appeared

 So Jesus was probably about 2 years old at the time. And the magi were
people of some resources (see their presents!) who watched the stars and
knew that something pretty special had happened. Tradition says they were
priests from Persia and wise men. Tradition also says there were three, which
is mainly based on the three gifts, but we don't know for sure.

 But we do know what Matthew has told us. Has it ever occurred to you as
terribly sad that the chief priests and teachers of the law seemed know the
prophecies so well that when they heard the story of the Magi they could tell
them exactly where to look, but they didn't make the trip themselves? The
religious leaders of Judah couldn't be bothered to make the 6-mile journey to
worship the messiah, but these quirky foreigners of indeterminate religion
could. Foreigners, or Gentiles, who had not just gone six miles but had crossed
whole countries. The elite of the religious Jews wouldn't even go to a
neighbouring town - it took outsiders to make sure the Son of God was
worshipped.

 The story of the Magi is so special because they are the first people who are
described explicitly as worshipping Jesus.  
(contd on the next page...)
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S@6 tonight 
Join us for a chat, a meal,

and a short service 
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Thank you for attending the service
this morning. If you are a visitor we

trust you will feel very welcome.
Please make yourself known to us
and join us after the service for a

cup of tea and a chat. 

The team working in Thailand  -
coming back this week.
Debbie and Peter Allbury
Brent and Lilly
Bob and Rosemary Liddelow 
Wendy Fry - who has had a hip
operation and is recovering in
Osborne Park hospital
 Heri who has been off work for
more than a month suffering
from severe dizziness.

PRAYER

They made an effort
 Travelling however many hundred
miles to worship this new king was a
bit of a hassle for them. They must
have had other things to do! But they
let the Son of God interrupt their
lives and call them to worship. We've
got many calls on our time - how
strongly does the call to worship
feature? Do we worship in the easiest
way, or in a way that requires effort?

They came prepared
 They came with gifts. They thought
through what they were going to give
when they got there. Did they
understand the prophetic
significance of what they gave? We
don't know, but no doubt there was
meaning for them in their worship
gifts. Sometimes we think of minimal
preparation as more spiritual - the
featured worshippers of the early
New Testament didn't seem to think
so.

They were full of joy
 The chance to meet with this
newborn Christ really made their
day. 

 

They opened their treasures
I think this is one of the most beautiful
verses in the Bible. What a wonderful
way to describe worship in the
presence of the King of kings. Can it be
said of me, my church, that when we
come to God we open our treasures?
Can it be said that we lay before him
the most precious things we have?
What are our treasures - money, time,
talents, reputations etc? The Bible
says that where your treasure is, that's
where your heart is. Those who open
their treasures are those who have
given him their hearts.
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AGM 
Everyone is welcome to

attend - you do not need
to be a “member”!

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s
pregnancy, God sent the angel
Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in
Galilee,  27 to a virgin pledged to be
married to a man named Joseph, a
descendant of David. The virgin’s
name was Mary.  28 The angel went
to her and said, ‘Greetings, you who
are highly favoured! The Lord is with
you.’

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his
words and wondered what kind of
greeting this might be.  30 But the
angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid,
Mary, you have found favour with
God.  31 You will conceive and give
birth to a son, and you are to call
him Jesus.  32 He will be great and
will be called the Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him the
throne of his father David,  33 and
he will reign over Jacob’s
descendants for ever; his kingdom
will never end.’

46 And Mary said:
‘My soul glorifies the Lord
47 and my spirit rejoices in God
my Saviour,
48 for he has been mindful of the
humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will
call me blessed,
49 for the Mighty One has done
great things for me – holy is his
name.
50 His mercy extends to those
who fear him, from generation to
generation.
51 He has performed mighty
deeds with his arm; he has
scattered those who are proud in
their inmost thoughts.
52 He has brought down rulers
from their thrones but has lifted
up the humble.
53 He has filled the hungry with
good things but has sent the rich
away empty.
54 He has helped his servant
Israel, remembering to be merciful
55 to Abraham and his
descendants for ever,  just as he
promised our ancestors.’


