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https://owlcation.com/humanities/Nativity-A-Poem-by-John-Donne

Nativity John Donne
Immensity cloistered in thy dear womb,
Now leaves His well-belov’d imprisonment,
There He hath made Himself to His intent
Weak enough, now into the world to come;
But O, for thee, for Him, hath the inn no room?
Yet lay Him in this stall, and from the Orient,
Stars and wise men will travel to prevent
The effect of Herod’s jealous general doom.
Seest thou, my soul, with thy faith’s eyes, how He
Which fills all place, yet none holds Him, doth lie?
Was not His pity towards thee wondrous high,
That would have need to be pitied by thee?
Kiss Him, and with Him into Egypt go,
With His kind mother, who partakes thy woe.

The sonnet begins as a commentary on the basic Christian theology of Christ
as God taking on the form of a human, “immensity” becoming as weak as is
needed to enter the human world. The lines are addressed to Mary.

There are references to “no room at the inn”, the visit of the Magi (“stars and
wise men”), and the succeeding “Massacre of the Innocents” when, according
to the story told by St Matthew, King Herod ordered all new-born children to
be killed so that no rival to his throne could appear.Donne is neither the first
not the last writer on the Nativity to conflate the stories of Matthew and Luke
and assume that the wise men visited Jesus in a manger, the latter detail only
being mentioned by Luke.

Address to the Self

In the sextet of the sonnet Donne now addresses himself (“my soul”) to pose
the question of the ultimate mystery of the Nativity, but in terms of a paradox
that requires the pity of God for mankind to be revealed in a form that invites
pity in the other direction.

In the final couplet, Donne talks about going with Jesus to Egypt, which is how
the account by Matthew ends as the means by which the Holy Family would
escape “Herod’s jealous general doome”. It thus becomes apparent that the
address to “my soul” is also applied to the unnamed Joseph.
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EVENTS THIS WEEK
Sunday

S@6 tonight

Join us for a chat, a meal, and a

short service

Monday
Bible study 2 pm

Tuesday

Craft 9 - 11.30 end-of-year
Christmas party - everyone
welcome!

Thursday
Mainly Music 10.30

PRAYER

Peter Allbury - for upcoming
heart surgery

Rosemary Liddelow - whose
knee infection has spread to her
spinal cord

Wendy Fry - who has had a hip
operation and is recovering in
hospital

Anik and Heri have to vacate
their rental property at PBC
due to dampness that needs
to be fixed. If anyone can offer
them short term
accommodation it will be
greatly appreciated.

Free working Microwave Oven
- speak to Andre

P3

Thank you for attending the
service this morning. If you are
a visitor we trust you will feel
very welcome. Please make
yourself known to us and join
us after the service for a cup of
tea and a chat.

MATTHEW 1: 20 -26
20 As he considered this, an angel
of the Lord appeared to himina
dream. “Joseph, son of David,”
the angel said, “do not be afraid to
take Mary as your wife. For the
child within her was conceived by
the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will
have a son, and you are to name
him Jesus,[i] for he will save his
people from their sins.”
22 All of this occurred to fulfill the
Lord’s message through his
prophet:
23 “Look! The virgin will conceive
a child!

She will give birth to a son,
and they will call him Immanuel,

which means ‘God is with us.””
24 When Joseph woke up, he did
as the angel of the Lord
commanded and took Mary as his
wife. 25 But he did not have sexual
relations with her until her son
was born. And Joseph hamed him
Jesus.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%201&version=NLT#fen-NLT-23142i
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¢ Thlsg made clearer in the next ? Where the final line of “Nat|V|ty
becomes the first line of “Temple is followed by “Joseph turn

/back” However, we can read in the sextet of “Nativity” a message that
,ft)onne sees himself as Joseph, the ordinary mortal who is caught up in
’-“extraordlnary events, and the symbol of mankind for the benefit of
“whom the Nativity has occurred.

By seeing the event through Joseph’s eyes, and thus inviting the reader
to do the same (“with thy faith’s eyes”), both he and the reader become
intimately involved in the birth of Christ and are not just distant
observers from another era.

Short yet Powerful
“Nativity” is outwardly a very simple poem, but when it is seen in its
context, and other interpretations are brought to bear upon it, it
becomes a far more powerful fourteen lines that convey much deeper
meanings. The poem is therefore typical of much of John Donne’s
poetical output, of which second and third readings are always
advisablé$(John Welford

Everyone is welcome to

attend - you do not need
to be a “member”!


https://owlcation.com/@johnwelford

