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HOW SHOULD THE CHURCH HELP PEOPLE
MAKE SENSE OF THE EVENTS IN THE WORLD?

a pastor’s perspective
To discern how God calls the church to respond to current events in the
world  is never easy. The preacher first has to be aware of all the baggage he
or she brings to the issue. Our minds are filled with various things which
shape how we interpret events in the world around us. We then need to
consider all the biblical insights about the character and will of God that we
need to draw on to help us develop a Biblically grounded response.   

In considering the events currently taking place in Israel, for instance,
preachers must start by acknowledging their conscious or subconscious
biases for or against the state of Israel or the Palestinians or Hamas as well
as their emotional response to these events. These underlying biases result
from the dominant ideas regarding Israel and Palestine that they have been
brought up to believe in their family and cultural contexts, their personal
experiences in dealing with Jewish or Palestinian people, their political
commitment, and, their theology concerning  Israel and the church. Many
evangelical Christians strongly believe that the Jews are still the people of
God in some sense and that it would be wrong to oppose what they do.
Other people have a strong antisemitic bias - Luther in his old age is a prime
example. We need to challenge our presuppositions against the Biblical
message. To do so, we need to take the time and energy to listen to people
with whom we disagree and prayerfully and openly measure their
perspectives against the Word of God. We then need to try and understand
the pertinent Biblical texts in the way the original listeners and readers may
have understood them and use these insights to challenge our previous
understanding. It is only then that we can start tackling the issue.

 How I view God generally will influence how I interpret the Words and
actions of God in particular passages. How I interpret particular passages, in
turn, will influence my general conception of God. My systematic theology
(broad understanding of key themes or doctrines in the Bible) will also
determine which passages I consider important to consider. Careful
analysis (exegesis) of these passages and prayerful reflection on my
theology as a whole have the power to challenge my presuppositions.  More
on this issue next week.



Thank you for joining us this morning as we meet to worship God our
Saviour. Today we will be focusing on the topic of our giving to the
ministry of the Lord. At SBC we prayerfully look to God for our finances
but it is important that we discuss the Biblical perspective on giving.
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Margaret who is recovering after
having  to go to hospital, and settling
into her new home this week
The people who took Bibles from
Lark

Containment of the war in the
Middle East
The children in the church that they
would feel welcome and at home
More people who can help as
volunteers in our ministries

Prayer
We  thank the Lord  for:
Th

We pray for

Notices
S@6 will be on tonight 
Join us for a chat, a meal, and a
short service 

LARK is open this week

Bible Study  Monday at 2 pm

Craft  in the church hall from 9 -

11.30 on Tuesday 

Mainly Music   on Thursday at
10.30 in the church hall

 Young adults on  Friday  17 Nov at
7pm

If you would like a pastoral visit, are needing prayer, or have some
perplexing questions we might be able to help with, please let us know.

THE YOUNG
ADULTS 

MET AGAIN
ON FRIDAY
TO STUDY
THE BOOK

OF
ROMANS



6 Remember that the person who plants few seeds will have a small crop;
the one who plants many seeds will have a large crop.  7 You should each
give, then, as you have decided, not with regret or out of a sense of duty;
for God loves the one who gives gladly.  8 And God is able to give you
more than you need, so that you will always have all you need for
yourselves and more than enough for every good cause.  9 As the
scripture says,
“He gives generously to the needy;
    his kindness lasts forever.”
10 And God, who supplies seed for the sower and bread to eat, will also
supply you with all the seed you need and will make it grow and produce a
rich harvest from your generosity.  11 He will always make you rich
enough to be generous at all times, so that many will thank God for your
gifts which they receive from us.  12 For this service you perform not only
meets the needs of God's people, but also produces an outpouring of
gratitude to God.  13 And because of the proof which this service of yours
brings, many will give glory to God for your loyalty to the gospel of Christ,
which you profess, and for your generosity in sharing with them and
everyone else.  14 And so with deep affection they will pray for you
because of the extraordinary grace God has shown you.  15 Let us thank
God for his priceless gift!

Giving says something about us
Giving is a privilege and not a law
We cannot manipulate God through our giving
We cannot out-give God

NOTES

Two weeks ago,
some of us

attended the Perth
Women’s

Convention and
loved it. 
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