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HOW SHOULD THE CHURCH INFLUENCE
POLITICAL EVENTS IN THE WORLD?

a pastor’s perspective
The church is called to exemplify God's love to the world and through the
leading of the Holy Spirit find creative ways of entering into negative
situations to realise God's will. Deciding on what God has called the church
to do, always starts with prayer. However, these prayers should not be t
asking God to do something about the situation. We can ask God to
intervene, of course, as long as we are willing to add the words "through us"
to our request. The church exists as the body of Christ in the world, with the
calling to continue Christ's ministry of love in the world. We need God's
wisdom and guidance to help us determine what we should do, we need the
miraculous work of his Spirit in us to make us willing to do what needs to be
done, and we need trusting obedience to commit to doing the work.

As we have noted, the church cannot expect politicians to act on behalf of
the church to demonstrate the inbreaking of God's kingdom of love in the
world. The problem is that the church has only limited resources to draw on
in her quest to bring change to the world. It does not have the same money,
infrastructure, time, and overall capacity as governments or large
corporations. But the church has an inexhaustible measure of love from the
Holy Spirit that flows into it and through it to the world. This loveof Jesus is
a constant source of motivation that enables the church to go beyond the
reasonable and possible as it sets out to bless the world in response to
God's call.

To do God's will demands personal commitment and sacrifice. Sacrifice and
love cannot be demanded, it has to flow naturally from hearts and lives that
have been transformed by the Saviour. The church often fails to engage in
meaningful actions to change the world for the better, because we have
ceased to be gripped by the love and vision of Jesus for the world. When
the church, moved by God's love, steps out in faith with God's hope to do
the impossible to bless people, she will always succeed. When the church
enters into a situation to love people well, it has already succeeded.

Short members’ meeting on 10 December
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We join together this morning in thanksgiving as we reflect on the
goodness of God revealed to us in the Christmas message. Kyla will be
leading our worship and Andre will be sharing God's message with us.
Joy will be teaching the children during the sermon. We pray that all
we do will honour God and draw us closer to him.

We are grateful that Debbie Allbury is recovering well after her brain
surgery. David Riding's operation has been moved to this Monday.

Ruma Abedona
Hospice

Help yourselr! Any
Care: Beyond Cure

donations go to the hospice.

If you would like a pastoral visit, are needing prayer, or have some
perplexing questions we might be able to help with, please let us know.

Prayer Notices
We thank the Lord for: S@6 will be on tonight
 The people in our church, those who Join us for a chat, a meal, and a
bless us unconditionally and those short service

who help us grow in love and grace. ) )
e The finances of the church LARK is open this week

We pray for Bible Study Monday at 2 pm
e Debbie Allbury .
« David Riding Craft in the church hall from 9 -
e Anik Herianto 11.30 on Tuesday

SHORT MEMBERSHIP class next Mainly Music on Thursday at
week after church for anyone  10-30inthe church hall
who is interested in becoming a  Young adults Friday 1 December
member. at 7pm at the church
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In the past you were dead because you sinned and fought against God.
2 You followed the ways of this world and obeyed the devil. He rules the
world, and his spirit has power over everyone who doesn't obey God. 3
Once we were also ruled by the selfish desires of our bodies and minds.
We had made God angry, and we were going to be punished like
everyone else.

4-5 But God was merciful! We were dead because of our sins, but God
loved us so much he made us alive with Christ, and God's gift of
undeserved grace is what saves you. 6 God raised us from death to life
with Christ Jesus, and he has given us a place beside Christ in heaven. 7

God did this so in the future world he could show how truly good and
kind he is to us because of what Christ Jesus has done. 8 You were
saved by faith in God, who treats us much better than we deserve.[a]
This is God's gift to you, and not anything you have done on your own. 9
It isn't something you have earned, so there is nothing you can brag
about. 10 God planned for us to do good things and to live as he has
always wanted us to live. This is why he sent Christ to make us what we
are.

Luke 1: 26-34

God sent the angel Gabriel to the town of Nazareth in Galilee 27 with a
message for a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to Joseph from
the family of King David. 28 The angel greeted Mary and said, “You are
truly blessed! The Lord is with you.”

29 Mary was confused by the angel's words and wondered what they
meant. 30 Then the angel told Mary, “Don't be afraid! God is pleased
with you, 31 and you will have a son. His nhame will be Jesus. 32 He
will be great and will be called the Son of God Most High. The Lord God
will make him king, as his ancestor David was. 33 He will rule the
people of Israel forever, and his kingdom will never end.”

34 Mary asked the angel, “How can this happen? | am not even
married!”

"Magnificat" by Robyn Sand Anderson


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+2&version=CEV#fen-CEV-27129a

