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HOW SHOULD THE CHURCH INFLUENCE
POLITICAL EVENTS IN THE WORLD?

a pastor’s perspective

The church confesses that it cannot and should not offer political solutions
to the problems of the world. Political solutions deal with power. The
government has the power to make laws to compel people to obey. In a
democracy the public has the power to appoint a different group to make
new laws every few years. In other political systems there is no easy way to
get rid of the power of the state and the public is coerced into obeying
whatever those who have power decide.

Many Christians would like Christian politicians to gain enough power to
promulgate “Christian laws” to force society to obey God's commands. This
form of government is called a theocracy and we encounter it in the Old
Testament at the early stages of Israel’s history. God revealed his will to the
people through prophets or by raising leaders ad hoc to deal with certain
crises. Israel's theocracy, however, did not last very long. Israel soon
decided, against God’s wishes, that they preferred the political stability of
a king like all the other nations around them. For many people in Israel, and
for many Christians today, the idea of a theocracy still seems an ideal worth
pursuing. We have been taught to pray: “May your Kingdom come!” Should
we not strive to see the in-breaking of God’s Kingdom rule on earth in the
form of a theocracy?

There are two critical arguments against the idea of a political theocracy.
Firstly,God did not rule directly over all the nations of the earth in the Old
Testament theocracy, but only over his special people who believed in him
and who were called to live in a covenant relationship with him. More
importantly, we know from the New Testament that God's kingdom cannot
be inaugurated by coercion and force. God's Kingdom is a kingdom of love
and it calls for people's hearts and minds to be transformed so that they
will want to do the will of God. This transformation is the work of the Spirit
and can only happen in the lives of believers. The church thus cannot work
with enforceable political solutions under-girded by coercive political
power. The church can only proclaim the good news of God's love which
transforms people from within to want to do God's will out of love.
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Thank you for joining our celebration service this morning. Our service
will give thanks to the Lord for the different ministries in the church
and will focus on the gifts of the Spirit as described in Ephesians 4.
There is a very short members’ meeting straight after the service
followed by a “sandwich lunch”. Please join us for that.

Thank you to everyone who supported Ruma Abedona by buying
mangoes last week. We will raise just under $2000 for them this year.

Ruma Abedona
Hospice

Cave Beyond Cuve

-

If you would like a pastoral visit, are needing prayer, or have some
perplexing questions we might be able to help with, please let us know.

Prayer Notices
We thank the Lord for: S@6 will be on tonight
e The many ministries in the church Join us for a chat, a meal, and a

and all the volunteers who have been short service
moved in love to serve us.

e All those who give generously to LARK is open this week
support the ministry and mission of Bible Study Monday at 2 pm
the church _

e Iris, who has found a place at Craft in the church hall from 9 -
Shawford Lodge in Innaloo 11.30 on Tuesday

We pray for . ‘ Mainly Music on Thursday at

e That the war in the Middle East will 10.30 in the church hall

end soon

Young adults Friday 1 December
at7pm
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As a prisoner of the Lord, | beg you to live in a way that is worthy of
the people God has chosen to be his own. 2 Always be humble and

gentle. Patiently put up with each other and love each other. 3 Try
your best to let God's Spirit keep your hearts united. Do this by living

at peace. 4 All of you are part of the same body. There is only one
Spirit of God, just as you were given one hope when you were chosen
to be God's people. 5 We have only one Lord, one faith, and one
baptism. 6 There is one God who is the Father of all people. Not only
is God above all others, but he works by using all of us, and he lives in
all of us.
7 Christ has generously divided out his gifts to us. 8 As the Scriptures
say,
“When he went up
to the highest place,
he led away many prisoners
and gave gifts to people.”

9 When it says, “he went up,” it means that Christ had been deep in
the earth. 10 This also means that the one who went deep into the
earth is the same one who went into the highest heaven, so he would
fill the whole universe.

11 Christ chose some of us to be apostles, prophets, missionaries,
pastors, and teachers, 12 so his people would learn to serve and his
body would grow strong. 13 This will continue until we are united by
our faith and by our understanding of the Son of God. Then we will be
mature, just as Christ is, and we will be completely like him.[a]

14 We must stop acting like children. We must not let deceitful people
trick us by their false teachings, which are like winds that toss us
around from place to place. 15 Love should always make us tell the
truth. Then we will grow in every way and be more like Christ, the head
16 of the body. Christ holds it together and makes all of its parts work
perfectly, as it grows and becomes strong because of love.

AGM
SANDWICH REFRESHMENTS
AFTER THE SERVICE


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+4&version=CEV#fen-CEV-27176a

