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HOW SHOULD THE CHURCH HELP PEOPLE
MAKE SENSE OF THE EVENTS IN THE WORLD?

a pastor’s perspective

It would be a mistake for a pastor to use the pulpit to try and provide
political solutions to the problems the world faces. As noted last week - it is
very easy to use the Biblical message to give divine authority to our own
ideas or ideologies. The ideology of apartheid, in South Africa, was accepted
by many people because theologians and political leaders drew on certain
verses from the Bible to assure the public that the radical separation of the
races (resulting in radical discrimination) was the will of God for the nation.
The church in Germany, similarly, supported the Social-Nationalism
propounded by the Nazis and the rule of Hitler as a Messianic figure. In all
of these cases,  the church has turned into an ideological tool in the service
of the ruling powers and authorities.

In a democracy, the task of the pastor/teacher is to help Christians develop
a Biblical framework within which to consider and critically evaluate the
various political solutions on offer. Even when sharing a similar theological
framework, however, Christians will often disagree about what they
consider most important. One Christian may feel that the issue of abortion
should be the determining factor for which political party to support, while
others would see the party best supporting the poor as the one for which to
vote. This does not mean that the church should ignore political decisions
and events which cannot stand the test of God’s loving commitment to
people. Instead of supporting the discrimination against black people in
South Africa or the persecution of the Jewish people in Germany, the
church needed to speak out against these issues. But perhaps more
importantly, the church should have equipped believers to critically
challenge the ideological claims and actions of the state. 

Believers who are committed to demonstrating God’s gracious commitment
to all people, will  think and act  differently from the rest of society. They
will not blindly follow what others declare to be right, but will prayerfully
consider how their actions and the various political solutions on offer by
the state reflect God’s love to all.   



Thank you for joining us this morning. Your presence here is a living
testimony to the Lord’s Spirit drawing his people together in love. Chad
was due to preach this morning but is still suffering from Covid. Andre
is preaching in Narrogin as they are without a pastor. We are grateful
that Peter Allbury has accepted our invitation to preach this morning. 
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The many blessings we have received
this week 
The musicians in the church who use
their time to serve us.
That Margaret is settling into her new
home

That the war in the Middle East will
end soon 
Anik that her health will improve and
that they will get a PR visa
The missionaries whom we support
in various places across the world

Prayer
We  thank the Lord  for:
Th

We pray for

Notices
S@6 will be on tonight 
Join us for a chat, a meal, and a
short service 

LARK is open this week

Bible Study  Monday at 2 pm

Craft  in the church hall from 9 -

11.30 on Tuesday 

Mainly Music   on Thursday at
10.30 in the church hall

 Young adults on  Friday  17 Nov at
7pm

If you would like a pastoral visit, are needing prayer, or have some
perplexing questions we might be able to help with, please let us know.

Why not join us
 on Tuesdays?

Next Sunday!!
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Philippians 1
Contemporary English Version

1  From Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus.

To all God's people who belong to Christ Jesus at Philippi and to all
your bishops and deacons.

2 I pray that God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ will be kind to
you and will bless you with peace!
Paul's Prayer for the Church in Philippi

3 Every time I think of you, I thank my God. 4 And whenever I mention
you in my prayers, it makes me happy. 5 This is because you have
taken part with me in spreading the good news from the first day you
heard about it. 6 God is the one who began this good work in you, and I
am certain that he won't stop before it is complete on the day that
Christ Jesus returns.

7 You have a special place in my heart. So it is only natural for me to
feel the way I do. All of you have helped in the work God has given me,
as I defend the good news and tell about it here in jail. 8 God himself
knows how much I want to see you. He knows I care for you in the
same way Christ Jesus does.

9 I pray that your love will keep on growing and you will fully know and
understand 10 how to make the right choices. Then you will still be
pure and innocent when Christ returns. And until that day, 11 Jesus
Christ will keep you busy doing good deeds that bring glory and praise
to God.

AGM
& BRING SOME SANDWICHES 

FOR LUNCH NEXT WEEK


