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HOW SHOULD THE CHURCH HELP PEOPLE
MAKE SENSE OF THE EVENTS IN THE WORLD?

There are many Christians who want the church to address current issues
from the pulpit. They want to know things such as: how believers should
respond to the wars in Israel/ Palestine and in Russia/ Ukraine that fill our TV
screens? Was there a Christian response to the referendum on the Voice, and
if so, why did the church not speak about it openly? They believe that the
church not only has a duty to address these issues within the body of
believers, but also has a prophetic task to confront the world’s wrongdoings
and demand change. The church, they believe, cannot simply sit back and
allow injustice to continue and evil to flourish without calling it out in the
name of Jesus.

It may seem that the church is hiding from the real world, dealing with safe
spiritual things that do not engage with the dangerous events unfolding
around us. This could lead to the church appearing to be more and more
irrelevant to the practical life-world of believers.

How should the church help people think about ethical issues? One of the
presuppositions of ethics is that it claims absolute certainty. Good and bad/
right and wrong are always seen as radical opposites and the task of the
ethicist/ pastor is to guide us towards what is right and good. The problem is
that in society the understanding of right and wrong/ good and bad is
constantly changing. What people thought was the right thing to do fifty years
ago, may now be frowned upon or despised as bad. What was absolutely true
then, may be seen as absolutely false now.

But, believers will argue, surely things are different in the church. In the
church we can refer to the Bible as the unchanging word of God to help us
determine what is right or wrong.

The problem, however, is that many Christians fifty years ago, thought they
were acting according to the Word of God doing things that the church now
confesses as being wrong. It is important to know that we do not ever read the
Bible in a theological or cultural vacuum. We always interpret the Bible in a
way which makes sense to us, given our knowledge, upbringing, socio-
economic status and cultural background. Does this mean, however, that we
cannot hear God’s voice speaking truthfully to us in a way which will stand the
test of time? What is the solution? - more next week.
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Welcome to our service. We are gathered as God’s people who have
tasted his love and goodness. This morning we are continuing our focus
on the church’s calling to share the love of Jesus with the world. Chad
is preaching in Narrogin as they are currently without a pastor.

The offering this morning is dedicated to Missions. The offering every
fifth Sunday in the month adds to the amount the church has

budgeted for Missions.

A redacted version of the
minutes of the
management committee
is available for anybody
interested - please see
Linda for these.

If you would like a pastoral visit, are needing prayer, or have some
perplexing questions we might be able to help with, please let us know.

Prayer
We thank the Lord for:

e |ris who is recovering in hospital

e The many children attending the
Mainly Music programme

e Progress with Anik’s visa

We pray for

e Containment of the war in the
Middle East

e |ris who needs to find a place of care
to recover after being discharged
from the hospital

e That the children in Sunday School
will be touched by the message of
Jesus.

Notices
S@6 will be on tonight
Join us for a chat, a meal, and a
short service

LARK is open this week

Bible Study Monday at2 pm

Craft in the church hall from 9 -
11.30 on Tuesday

Mainly Music on Thursday at
10.30 in the church hall

Young adults on Friday at7pm
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Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
merciful Father, the God from whom all help comes! 4 He helps us in all our
troubles, so that we are able to help others who have all kinds of troubles,

using the same help that we ourselves have received from God. 5 Just as we
have a share in Christ's many sufferings, so also through Christ we share in
God's great help. 6 If we suffer, it is for your help and salvation; if we are
helped, then you too are helped and given the strength to endure with
patience the same sufferings that we also endure. 7 So our hope in you is
never shaken; we know that just as you share in our sufferings, you also
share in the help we receive.

8 We want to remind you, friends, of the trouble we had in the province of
Asia. The burdens laid upon us were so great and so heavy that we gave up
all hope of staying alive. 9 We felt that the death sentence had been passed
on us. But this happened so that we should rely, not on ourselves, but only

on God, who raises the dead. 10 From such terrible dangers of death he
saved us, and will save us; and we have placed our hope in him that he will
save us again, 11 as you help us by means of your prayers for us. So it will be
that the many prayers for us will be answered, and God will bless us; and
many will raise their voices to him in thanksgiving for us.

The suffering church
Notes

Everything does not always go smoothy in our lives and service for the Lord.

Believers are called to reflect the loving sacrifice of Jesus for the world.
Believers learn to empathise with others in and through their suffering.
Believers receive help and blessings in the midst of suffering.

The church helps and blesses those who are suffering.



