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Therefore, since we are surrounded
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us also lay aside every weight, and
sin which clings so closely, and let us
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the race that is set before us.
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ET US BE FILLED
WITH GRATITUDE,
and so worship God
acceptably with
reverence and awe
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Welcome to the service this morning! We gather as people who confess that
God has impacted our lives and set us on a new journey. Our old
understanding concerning what it meant to live a good life has been
transformed. For all of us, God's new destination requires(d) a radical
change of direction. In the passage this morning the writer of Hebrews
speaks of our lives as an endurance race.

BRING
A
PLATE

FIRST
SUNDAY
OF THE
MONTH

If you would like a pastoral visit, are needing prayer, or have some perplexing
questions we might be able to help with, please let us know.

Prayer

We thank the Lord for:

e All the volunteers who helped
with the funeral of Brian Wray

e The people who attend
Sundays@6

e The members of the craft group
who attend so regularly

We pray for

e For Anik's health; thanking Him that
she does not have thyroid cancer.

e For the Wray and Lange family
members as they mourn the loss of
Brian Wray

e For Sylvia who is home recuperating

Notices

S@6 will be on tonight
Join us for a chat, a meal, and a
short service

LARK is open this week

YOUNG PEOPLE's meet, feed and
learn is happening this Friday at
7pm at the church

Craft Tuesday between 9 and
11.30am

Mainly Music 10.30 this Thursday

Bible Study Friday morning at 10
at the church.
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SHOULD THE CHURCH TAKE A POSITION ON THE VOICE TO
PARLIAMENT - AN Al RESPONSE

In an increasingly complex world, the role of the church in addressing societal issues
remains a topic of debate. As we grapple with current events, one question arises: should
the church take a position on political matters such as the proposed Aboriginal Voice to
Parliament in Australia? This thought-provoking issue has its own set of pros and cons
that warrant careful consideration.

Pros

e Moral Imperative: The church is often called to be a voice for justice and
compassion. Advocating for marginalized groups, like the Indigenous peoples of
Australia, aligns with its core values of equality and human dignity.

e Social Responsibility: By engaging with political issues, the church demonstrates its
commitment to broader societal concerns. This can inspire positive change and
encourage its members to become active citizens.

e Amplifying Voices: Taking a stand on matters like the Aboriginal Voice to Parliament
can provide a platform to amplify voices that may otherwise go unheard, shedding
light on historical injustices and advocating for reparations.

e  Educational Opportunity: The church can serve as an educational resource,
fostering dialogue and understanding among its members about the complexities of
political issues.

[ ]

Cons:

e Division: Engaging in political issues might lead to division within the congregation,
as members hold diverse opinions. The focus on politics could potentially
overshadow the church's primary mission of spiritual growth and community.

e Theological Dilution: There is a risk of diluting religious teachings with political
ideologies. The church must navigate this fine line to avoid compromising its spiritual
integrity.

e Loss of Focus: Overemphasis on politics might overshadow the broader spectrum
of social concerns that the church addresses, diverting resources from other
essential community initiatives.

e Legal Implications: Depending on the country's laws, active political engagement
might jeopardize the church's tax-exempt status or face legal challenges.

In conclusion, the decision for a church to engage with political issues like the Aboriginal
Voice to Parliament is multifaceted. While it offers a chance to uphold moral values,
advocate for justice, and inspire positive change, it also poses risks of division,
theological imbalance, and legal challenges. Ultimately, the church's leadership must
carefully discern whether, when, and how to engage, ensuring that its actions align with
its mission and values while fostering unity and understanding among its members.
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As for us, we have this
large crowd of
witnesses around us.
So then, let us rid
ourselves of everything
that gets in the way,

and of the sin which
holds on to us so tightly, and let us run with determination the race that lies

before us. 2 Let us keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, on whom our faith depends
from beginning to end. He did not give up because of the cross! On the
contrary, because of the joy that was waiting for him, he thought nothing of
the disgrace of dying on the cross, and he is now seated at the right side of
God's throne.
3 Think of what he went through; how he put up with so much hatred from
sinners! So do not let yourselves become discouraged and give up. 4 Forin
your struggle against sin you have not yet had to resist to the point of being
killed. 5 Have you forgotten the encouraging words which God speaks to
you as his children?
“My child, pay attention when the Lord corrects you,

and do not be discouraged when he rebukes you.
6 Because the Lord corrects everyone he loves,

and punishes everyone he accepts as a child.”
7 Endure what you suffer as being a father's punishment; your suffering
shows that God is treating you as his children. Was there ever a child who
was not punished by his father? 8 If you are not punished, as all his children
are, it means you are not real children, but bastards. 9 In the case of our
human fathers, they punished us and we respected them. How much more,
then, should we submit to our spiritual Father and live! 10 Our human
fathers punished us for a short time, as it seemed right to them; but God
does it for our own good, so that we may share his holiness. 11 When we are
punished, it seems to us at the time something to make us sad, not glad.
Later, however, those who have been disciplined by such punishment reap
the peaceful reward of a righteous life.
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