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Welcome to our morning church service! Today, we gather as people who
confess our faith in Jesus Christ our Lord. The call to faith is a central part
of the gospel by which we are saved. Yet, we often forget or misunderstand
exactly what faith entails. Our service this morning will focus on what it
means to trust God.

Questions to consider as we prepare for the service:

Is faith something that we can produce?

How do we grow in our faith?

What is the difference between believing and knowing?
How does faith differ from wishful thinking?

What are the key dimensions of faith?

What is the relationship between faith and obedience?

The funeral service of Brian Wray, a long

serving member of SBC will take place next
Monday at 10.30 am at the church

If you would like a pastoral visit, are needing prayer, or have some perplexing
questions we might be able to help with, please let us know.

m Prayer Notices
We thank the Lord for: S@6 will be on tonight
e All of our Lark volunteers Join us for a chat, a meal, and a
e Those who volunteer to help with  short service
Sunc?lays@(.i o LARK is open this week
e The joy of living in the knowledge
of Christ's presence YOUNG PEOPLE's meet, feed and
We pray for learn is happening on Friday at
e For Anik's health and as she gets 7pm at the church

results this week
e For the Wray and Lange family
members as they mourn the loss of

Brian Wray Mainly Music 10.30 this Thursday

’ F(.)r Joy and.SylV|a at §|rrale§ Bible Study Friday morning at 10
e Hilary: her sister Pam is nearing the
at the church.

end of her time on earth

Craft Tuesday between 9 and
11.30am



6 AUGUST 2023 HEBREWS 11:1-3,11-15

11 To have faith is to be sure of the things we hope for, to be certain of the
things we cannot see. 2 It was by their faith that people of ancient times won
God's approval.

3 Itis by faith that we understand that the universe was created by God's
word, so that what can be seen was made out of what cannot be seen.

11 It was faith that made Abraham able to become a father, even though he
was too old and Sarah herself could not have children. He[a] trusted God to
keep his promise. 12 Though Abraham was practically dead, from this one
man came as many descendants as there are stars in the sky, as many as the
numberless grains of sand on the seashore.

13 It was in faith that all these persons died. They did not receive the things
God had promised, but from a long way off they saw them and welcomed
them, and admitted openly that they were foreigners and refugees on earth.
14 Those who say such things make it clear that they are looking for a
country of their own. 15 They did not keep thinking about the country they
had left; if they had, they would have had the chance to return.
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11&version=GNT#fen-GNT-33207a
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16 Instead, it was a better country they longed for, the heavenly country. And so
God is not ashamed for them to call him their God, because he has prepared a
city for them.

17 It was faith that made Abraham offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice when God put
Abraham to the test. Abraham was the one to whom God had made the promise,
yet he was ready to offer his only son as a sacrifice. 18 God had said to him, “Itis
through Isaac that you will have the descendants | promised.” 19 Abraham
reckoned that God was able to raise Isaac from death—and, so to speak,
Abraham did receive Isaac back from death.

32 Should | go on? There isn't enough time for me to speak of Gideon, Barak,
Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel, and the prophets. 33 Through faith they
fought whole countries and won. They did what was right and received what God
had promised. They shut the mouths of lions, 34 put out fierce fires, escaped
being killed by the sword. They were weak, but became strong; they were mighty
in battle and defeated the armies of foreigners. 35 Through faith women
received their dead relatives raised back to life.

Others, refusing to accept freedom, died under torture in order to be raised to a
better life. 36 Some were mocked and whipped, and others were put in chains
and taken off to prison. 37 They were stoned, they were sawed in two, they were
killed by the sword. They went around clothed in skins of sheep or goats—poor,
persecuted, and mistreated. 38 The world was not good enough for them! They
wandered like refugees in the deserts and hills, living in caves and holes in the
ground.

39 What a record all of these have won by their faith! Yet they did not receive
what God had promised, 40 because God had decided on an even better plan
for us. His purpose was that only in company with us would they be made
perfect.
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