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Please pray that the money sent to
the earthquake survivors will be 
used effectively and that the basic 
needs of people will be met. Pray 
for the Christian organisations who 
are involved in the relief work, that 
they may share the compassion of 
Jesus in words and deeds with 
those they serve,
Please continue to pray for the 
church's finances and for more 
people to serve with us.

Prayer 
 

Notices
 
 

S@6 will be on Tonight 
Join us for a light meal and a fun service

 

LARK is open this week
 

 Craft Tuesday at 9am
 

Mainly Music Thursday at 10.30am
 

Bible Study Thursday at 7pm at the church
 

Power to change: Friendship Evangelism 
starts on either Tuesday 4pm or Thursday 

7pm - see Andre
 
 

 

We are grateful that we can meet together as God's people this morning. Our 
focus this morning is on repentance. Many people believe that the church 
needs to emphasise God's jugement and the need to repent from our sin 
more than it does. 

If you are a visitor, we trust that you feel very welcome amongst us. Please 
make yourself known to us and join us for a cup of coffee or tea after the 
service. 

What does repentance mean?
What do we learn about God's
character from his demand for us to
repent from our sin? 
How do we know that our
repentance is sincere enough?
What if I confess my sin, turn from it,
and then go back to it again?
Is there a time when God gives up on
us and we are no longer invited to
repent?
How are repentance and faith
related?

SERMON
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REPENTANCE - from Christianity Today
 

If there should ever come a time that can truthfully be described as the “post-Christian”
era, the reason for it will be that the Church no longer considers valid the things that are
basic to Christianity. This trend already exists, so much so that the Church’s emphases
are largely on peripheral matters. Like the Pharisees of old, we spend our time washing
the outside of the cup while we pay little attention to the inside—sin in the human heart
and God’s provision for its cleansing.

Why is “repentance” a lost word in modern theological jargon?

The first reason is that the nature of sin and its offense against a holy God are played
down. Excuses for man’s behavior are given in philosophical and psychological terms
that completely evade man’s responsibility to God. Our parents, our environment, our
physical condition are blamed for what we do, and many who presume to right men’s ills
deny or ignore the basic cause of those ills. Our Lord spoke of the religious leaders of his
day as “blind leaders of the blind,” and these certainly have their counterparts today.
This is harsh language, but it needs to be spoken, for we are convinced that much that
goes under the name “Christianity” in our time has not the remotest relation to Christ
and his redeeming work.

Repentance, the very gateway to man’s salvation, is rarely mentioned today. Man in his
blindness and self-righteousness does not know that he is a sinner in God’s sight, that
the effect of that sin is spiritual death, and that God was so concerned about sin that he
took the one step by which sin might be cleansed—the death of his Son.

We need to stop and to realize that in the Gospel there are two imperatives: first, God
had no way to redeem men other than by the sacrifice of his Son; and, second, man has
no other way than to believe and accept what God has done for him.

Those who have had to deal with alcoholics or drug addicts know that first the addict
must have a sense of need and of his own helplessness before the process of healing can
begin.

But we, in our wordly wisdom and sophistication, have all but eliminated from our
Christian vocabulary and preaching any realization of the lostness of man and of his own
inability to do anything about it.

Repentance is sorrow for having done something wrong. It is an admission of sinfulness
and of its offense against a God too pure to behold evil. It is the realization that against
sin there abides the anger of a holy God, an anger that no longer exists where repentance
and cleansing have taken place.
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9 Not long afterward, Jesus 
came from Nazareth in the 
province of Galilee, and was 
baptised by John in the 
Jordan.  10 As soon as Jesus 
came up out of the water, he 
saw heaven opening and the 
Spirit coming down on him 
like a dove.  11 And a voice 
came from heaven, “You are 
my own dear Son. I am 
pleased with you.” 12 At 
once the Spirit made him go 
into the desert,  13 where he 
stayed forty days, being 
tempted by Satan. Wild 
animals were there also, but 
angels came and helped 
him.

14 After John had been put 
in prison, Jesus went to 
Galilee and preached the 
Good News from God.  15
“The right time has come,” 
he said, “and the Kingdom of 
God is near! Turn away from
your sins and believe the 
Good news!”

 I can't stand the evil you do
on your New Moon Festivals

or on your Sabbaths
and other times of worship.

I hate your New Moon Festivals
and all others as well.

They are a heavy burden
I am tired of carrying.

 
No matter how much you pray,

I won't listen.
You are too violent.

 
Wash yourselves clean!
I hate your filthy deeds.

Stop doing wrong
and learn to live right.

See that justice is done.
Defend widows and orphans

and help the oppressed.
 

I, the Lord, invite you
to come and talk it over.
Your sins are scarlet red,

but they will be whiter
than snow or wool.

If you willingly obey me,
the best crops in the land

will be yours.
But if you turn against me,
your enemies will kill you.
I, the Lord, have spoken.


