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Please pray for the people who are
serving the Lord in our outreach
ministries Lark, Mainly Music and
the Craft group - that the Lord will
provide opportunities for them to
share the gospel in a non-
threatening way with those who
attend.
Please continue to pray for the
church's finances and for more
people to serve with us.

Prayer 
 

Notices:
 

Our regular church activities for this week:
 

S@6 will be on Tonight 
Join us for a light meal and a fun service

 

LARK is open this week
 

 Craft Tuesday at 9am
 

Mainly Music Thursday at 10.30am
 

Bible Study Thursday at 7pm at the church
 

Power to change: Friendship
Evangelism starts on either Tuesday

4pm or Thursday 7pm - see Andre
 

It is excitng that we can meet together as God's people this morning. Let us pray
that the Holy Spirit will touch us and transform our lives as we gain new insight into
what it means to be called by God. 

If you are a visitor, we trust that you feel very welcome amongst us. Please make
yourself known to us and join us for a cup of coffee or tea after the service. 

How does God call people?
What do we learn about God's
character from his use of
"calling" us to his service? 
What does God call us to do?
How does God's calling relate to
what God wants us to be?
Do I need a special call from
God to go into full-time
ministry?
How do I discern if it is God
calling me or just my own
desire?
How does my calling relate to
God's call for the church?

SERMON
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"HOW DO I KNOW GOD'S CALLING FOR MY LIFE?"

JOHN PIPER
https://www.desiringgod.org/interviews/how-do-i-know-gods-calling-for-my-life

 

A student asked me just two days ago whether I agreed with Hudson Taylor’s
comment that no one needs a call to go into missions, but only a call to stay. In
other words, should everyone be planning to go to unreached peoples? I said to
this student: I don’t agree with that. I don’t think that is the biblical pattern. It may
have some things to commend it in terms of compassion and proportion, and we
should listen to those things, but biblically I can’t support it.

Regularly, God called his prophets, not the other way around. God does not say
that all men should plan to be pastors unless they are called not to be pastors or
elders. Rather, he sets up patterns of assessment and assumes that relatively few
— just the needed number — will be led into the office of pastor, teacher, elder, or
shepherd. Paul writes to the Romans to solicit their support in his mission to Spain,
and he doesn’t say a word about anyone in Rome going with him (Romans 15:22–
29). All the epistles of the New Testament are written with the explicit or implicit
assumption that people stay right where they are, salt and light in their present
vocations. Paul said in 1 Corinthians 7:20: “Each one should remain in the
condition in which he was called.

Let’s start with Romans 12:2: “Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is
the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.”

Discerning the will of God assumes a renewed mind. I am assuming that the will of
God here refers not to commandments of Scripture, which you don’t need a
renewed mind to read and know — commandments like “You shall not murder”
(Exodus 20:13). You don’t need a renewed mind to know that is against the will of
God.

I am assuming what Paul is talking about in Romans 12:2 is how biblical teachings
and all the other relevant factors conspire to produce a direction for my life that
God approves and will bless, which leads now to a second point: renewal comes
mainly through the word of God and prayer. When he says to “be renewed in your
mind,” I think he means to soak your mind, marinate your mind, saturate your mind
with the word of God. The Christian mind is shaped by the word of God, all the
while praying, “O God, shape me. O God, make me. O God, bring me into
conformity to this word at the depths of my being.”

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2015.22%E2%80%9329
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/1%20Cor%207.20
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Exod%2020.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2012.2


  P405 FEBRUARY 2023  MARK 1:9-20 & JEREMIAH 1 (Good News)

9 Not long afterward, Jesus came from Nazareth in the province of Galilee,
and was baptised by John in the Jordan.  10 As soon as Jesus came up out
of the water, he saw heaven opening and the Spirit coming down on him like
a dove.  11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my own dear Son. I am
pleased with you.” 12 At once the Spirit made him go into the desert,  13
where he stayed forty days, being tempted by Satan. Wild animals were
there also, but angels came and helped him.

14 After John had been put in prison, Jesus went to Galilee and preached
the Good News from God.  15 “The right time has come,” he said, “and the
Kingdom of God is near! Turn away from your sins and believe the Good
News!”

16 As Jesus walked along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw two fishermen,
Simon and his brother Andrew, catching fish with a net.  17 Jesus said to
them, “Come with me, and I will teach you to catch people.”  18 At once they
left their nets and went with him. 19 He went a little farther on and saw two
other brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They were in their
boat getting their nets ready.  20 As soon as Jesus saw them, he called
them; they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and
went with Jesus.

JEREMIAH 1

4 The Lord said to me,  5 “I chose you before I gave you life, and before you
were born I selected you to be a prophet to the nations.”
6 I answered, “Sovereign Lord, I don't know how to speak; I am too young.”
7 But the Lord said to me, “Do not say that you are too young, but go to the
people I send you to, and tell them everything I command you to say.  8 Do
not be afraid of them, for I will be with you to protect you. I, the Lord, have
spoken!”
9 Then the Lord reached out, touched my lips, and said to me, “Listen, I am
giving you the words you must speak.  10 Today I give you authority over
nations and kingdoms to uproot and to pull down, to destroy and to
overthrow, to build and to plant.”


