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 Please pray for Chad who has
come down with some kind of virus 
Thank the Lord that we can trust
him for the church's finances as
the hot weather has meant very
few people attending LARK
Pray for Grace, who is leaving us
to return to Indonesia, that the Lord
will bless and guide her in her
future. 
Praise God that Rhonda's niece is
now responding to medications.

Prayer 
 

Notices:
 

Most of our regular church activities are on
hold over the holiday time

 
S@6 will be on Tonight 

Join us for a light meal and a fun service
 

LARK is open this week
 

No Bible Study 
No CRAFT over the holiday period

No Mainly Music 
 
 

 

Thank you for attending our service this morning. If
you are a visitor, we trust that you feel very welcome
amongst us. Please make yourself known to us and
join us for a cup of coffee or tea after the service.
Today Pastor Peter Allbury will bring God's word to
us. Chad is unwell and Andre is preaching in Moora.
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What Is Hope? Its Meaning & Significance

What is hope? In today’s culture, the word hope is often used to represent wishful
thinking. But the Old Testament verb translated hope is qawa while the noun from
the same root is tiqwa. Both mean “to trust and wait expectantly.” Jeremiah 14:22
reads, “Therefore our hope (qawa) is in you, for you are the one who does all this.”
The prophet is not fearful. He isn’t wondering if God will come through. Instead,
Jeremiah confidently expects God to fulfill His promises to Israel.

The New Testament uses the verb elpizo and the noun elpis to relay its message.
The difference, though, is that in the New Testament hope is no longer a mere part
of speech. Hope is invested in and focused on someone—the person of Jesus.

Consider the words of 1 Timothy 4:10 (NIV), “That is why we labor and strive,
because we have put our hope (elpizo) in the living God, who is the Savior of all
people...” Unlike a child blowing out the candles on her birthday cake and making a
wish, Biblical hope is not vain or fanciful thinking. Instead, hope rests in the sure
and confident expectation that God, who sent Christ to pay the penalty for our sins,
will meet all our needs both in the present and for all of eternity.

Hope begins with our faith in Jesus and the trust that we have been rescued for
eternal life. This hope transforms our entire approach toward life. Romans 8:24-25
says we look can look forward to our salvation in the same way. “For in this hope
we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they
already have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.”

Hope produces fruit. While writing to the believers in Rome, Paul wrote, “May the
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace” (Romans 15:13 NIV). 

Hope fills our hearts with praise. The promise of salvation is reason to celebrate
as the writer of Psalm 71:14 proclaims, “As for me, I will always have hope; I will
praise you more and more” (Psalm 71:14 NIV).

Hope builds character and teaches us the disciplines of faith. “Rejoice in
hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer” (Romans 12:12 NIV).

From: https://www.christianity.com/wiki/christian-terms/what-is-hope-and-why-do-we-need-it-so-badly.html

http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=romans+8%3a24-25
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=romans+15:13
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=psalms+71:14
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=psalms+71:14
https://www.christianity.com/wiki/christian-terms/what-is-tribulation-bible-meaning-and-significance.html
http://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=niv&q=romans+12:12
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 6 Let us go forward, then, to mature teaching and leave behind us the first lessons
of the Christian message. We should not lay again the foundation of turning away
from useless works and believing in God;  2 of the teaching about baptisms and the
laying on of hands; of the resurrection of the dead and the eternal judgment.  3 Let
us go forward! And this is what we will do, if God allows.
4 For how can those who abandon their faith be brought back to repent again?
They were once in God's light; they tasted heaven's gift and received their share of
the Holy Spirit;  5 they knew from experience that God's word is good, and they
had felt the powers of the coming age.  6 And then they abandoned their faith! It is
impossible to bring them back to repent again, because they are again crucifying
the Son of God and exposing him to public shame.
7 God blesses the soil which drinks in the rain that often falls on it and which grows
plants that are useful to those for whom it is cultivated.  8 But if it grows thorns and
weeds, it is worth nothing; it is in danger of being cursed by God and will be
destroyed by fire.
9 But even if we speak like this, dear friends, we feel sure about you. We know that
you have the better blessings that belong to your salvation.  10 God is not unfair.
He will not forget the work you did or the love you showed for him in the help you
gave and are still giving to other Christians.  11 Our great desire is that each of you
keep up your eagerness to the end, so that the things you hope for will come true. 
 12 We do not want you to become lazy, but to be like those who believe and are
patient, and so receive what God has promised.
13 When God made his promise to Abraham, he made a vow to do what he had
promised. Since there was no one greater than himself, he used his own name
when he made his vow.  14 He said, “I promise you that I will bless you and give
you many descendants.”  15 Abraham was patient, and so he received what God
had promised.  16 When we make a vow, we use the name of someone greater
than ourselves, and the vow settles all arguments.  17 To those who were to
receive what he promised, God wanted to make it very clear that he would never
change his purpose; so he added his vow to the promise.  18 There are these two
things, then, that cannot change and about which God cannot lie. So we who have
found safety with him are greatly encouraged to hold firmly to the hope placed
before us.  19 We have this hope as an anchor for our lives. It is safe and sure, and
goes through the curtain of the heavenly temple into the inner sanctuary.  20 On
our behalf Jesus has gone in there before us and has become a high priest forever,
in the priestly order of Melchizedek.


