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 Please pray for Anik who has
had a fall due to the effect of the
new medicine. Also pray for her 
 immigration visa as well.
Thank the Lord for Iris Sales'
93rd birthday, yesterday
Pray for Grace, who is leaving
us to return to Indonesia, that
the Lord will bless and guide her
in her future. 

Prayer 
 

Notices:
 

Most of our regular church activities are on
hold over the holiday time

 
S@6 will be on Tonight 

Join us for a light meal and a fun service
 

LARK is open this week
 

No Bible Study 
No CRAFT over the holiday period

No Mainly Music 
 
 

 

Thank you for attending this service 
this morning. If you are a visitor, we 
trust that you feel very welcome 
amongst us. Please make yourself 
known to us and join us for a cup of 
coffee or tea after the service.

 SERMON SERIES JANUARY
TODAY:  What is the relationship 
between faith and Christian hope?
22 January: How does hope impact our 
understanding of change?
29 January: What is the relationship 
between Christian hope and love?

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER TODAY
How does Christian hope relate to our 
certainty of salvation?
How does Christian hope relate to the 
fulfillment of time?
How does Christian hope impact the faith 
of the church?
What is the difference between faith and 
Christian hope?



What is so important about
Christian hope? - John Piper

Christian hope is when God has promised
that something is going to happen and you
put your trust in that promise. Christian
hope is a confidence that something will
come to pass because God has promised
it will come to pass.
Hope is a portion or part of faith. Faith and
hope, in my mind, are overlapping realities:
hope is faith in the future tense. So most of
faith is hope.
The Bible says, "Faith comes by hearing
and hearing by the word of God" (Romans
10:17). This implies that hope, like faith, is
also strengthened by the word of God.
Hope comes from reading his precious and
very great promises and looking to Christ
who purchased them. 

I would sum it up like this: The most
important verse in the Bible for me,
probably, is Romans 8:32: He who did not
spare his own Son but gave him up
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Louw and Annelize Smith visited
Perth a few days ago. They moved
to Moscow about eight years ago
but are now living in Dubai.
Annalize has found an active
spiritual community there and is
excited about what God is doing in
and through the church. Going on
retreat takes on a new meaning
when you go into a physical desert! 

Their daughter Loule is in moving to
Canada and their son, Cal, is
studying in London.

for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?
Now that last part is hope producing! But it's grounded in the rock-solid statement 
that "God didn't spare his own son."
So the essence of what we look to in the Bible to build our hope is, What has Christ 
done for me in my sinful condition that enables me to know that I will not come in to 
judgment and condemnation and that all things are working together for my good? 
And the answer is that Christ died for me, rose again for me, and therefore all the 
promises of God are yes in him.So let's look away from the circumstances that 
confront us, look to Christ, look to the promises, and hold fast to them. Hope 
comes from the promises of God rooted in the work of Christ.

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%2010.17
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%208.32


  P415 JANUARY 2023  COL 1: 3 - GOOD NEWS

 We always give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray
for you. 4 For we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all
God's people. 5 When the true message, the Good News, first came to you, you
heard about the hope it offers. So your faith and love are based on what you hope
for, which is kept safe for you in heaven. 6 The gospel keeps bringing blessings
and is spreading throughout the world, just as it has among you ever since the day
you first heard about the grace of God and came to know it as it really is. 7 You
learned of God's grace from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is Christ's
faithful worker on our[a] behalf. 8 He has told us of the love that the Spirit has
forgiven you.

For this reason, we have always prayed for you, ever since we heard about you.
We ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will, with all the wisdom and
understanding that his Spirit gives.  10 Then you will be able to live as the Lord
wants and will always do what pleases him. Your lives will produce all kinds of
good deeds, and you will grow in your knowledge of God.  11-12 May you be made
strong with all the strength which comes from his glorious power, so that you may
be able to endure everything with patience. And with joy give thanks to[b] the
Father, who has made you fit to have your share of what God has reserved for his
people in the kingdom of light.  13 He rescued us from the power of darkness and
brought us safe into the kingdom of his dear Son,  14 by whom we are set free, that
is, our sins are forgiven.

15 Christ is the visible likeness of the invisible God. He is the first-born Son,
superior to all created things.  16 For through him God created everything in
heaven and on earth, the seen and the unseen things, including spiritual powers,
lords, rulers, and authorities. God created the whole universe through him and for
him.  17 Christ existed before all things, and in union with him all things have their
proper place.  18 He is the head of his body, the church; he is the source of the
body's life. He is the first-born Son, who was raised from death, in order that he
alone might have the first place in all things.  19 For it was by God's own decision
that the Son has in himself the full nature of God.  20 Through the Son, then, God
decided to bring the whole universe back to himself. God made peace through his
Son's blood on the cross and so brought back to himself all things, both on earth
and in heaven.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=col+1&version=GNT#fen-GNT-32502b

