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We are grateful that the Lord has led you to join our service this morning. Your
presence and participation encourages us all. We pray that our worship will
bring us to a place of getting to know God better and loving him more
sincerely. We also pray that he will use this morning to draw us closer to each
other and give us a vision of the needs of the world.
This morning we will be looking at Psalm 82. This is quite a difficult Psalm to
understand but it holds an important message for us about
thea character
Add
little bit ofofbody
our God. We will be contemplating the wonderful dimension of God's
textcare for
the weak and the vulnerable. We pray that this vision of our God will help us to
reflect on both our church and our own lives.

Our AGM will be held on 20th November.
Please make sure that you get a copy of the Annual
Reports in preparation for this meeting. The Financial
Report will be handed out separately at the meeting.
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JOIN US
TOMORROW NIGHT

Prayer
Thank the Lord that Korin's
(Brent's son) operation went well
Pray for the ministry of LARK
Pray for Joy Watterson, and for
Malcolm and others in lockdown
due to Covid in their homes.
Pray for the upcoming AGM and
also the appointment of all the
office bearers.
Pray for Anik as she is still
recovering
Pray for our students writing endof-year exams.

Notices:
All church activities are open opportunities
- so everyone is always welcome.

S@6 Tonight.
CRAFT Tuesday
Mainly Music on Thursday am
Bible Study Thursday 7 pm
Friday - Japanese Outreach
Saturday: Young Adults' Bible Study
6.30 pm at the church
If you have a bit of time available, please speak to
Chad about helping in some way at Lark.
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GOD AND JUSTICE
"One of the misfortunes in the long history of the church is that we have
mistakenly separated love of God from love of neighbor and always they are held
together in prophetic poetry.
Covenant members who practice justice and righteousness are to be active
advocates for the vulnerable and the marginal and the people without resources
and that then becomes the way to act out and exhibit one’s love of God.
So love of God gets translated into love of vulnerable neighbors. And the doing of
Justice is the prophetic invitation to do what needs to be done to enable the poor
and the disadvantaged and the neglected to participate in the resources and the
wealth of the community.
And injustice is the outcome of having skewed neighborly processes so some are
put at an unbearable disadvantage.And the gospel invitation is that people
intervene in that to correct those mistaken arrangements.”
-Walter Brueggemann

OPEN TO THE OTHER - BARTH

In a sermon preached August 30, 1914, some three weeks into the war,
which would devastate Europe and set the stage for the carnage of World
War II (as well as the Holocaust), he shares this timely word:
It is simply out of the question that God "helps" the Germans or the French
or the English. God does not even "help" us Swiss. God helps justice and
love. God helps the kingdom of heaven, and that exists across all national
boundaries. "God is Spirit, and those who worship him must worship him in
spirit and in truth" (John 4:24). The foolish mixing of patriotism, war
enthusiasm, and Christian faith could one day lead to the bitterest
disappointment. "He who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord has them in
derision" (Ps. 2:4). We will not join in drinking this intoxicating potion. We
want to look steadfastly and unwaveringly here to God, who loves everyone
equally, who is above all the nations, from whom all have similarly departed,
and from whose glory they have fallen short (see Rom. 3:23) -- the God who
in like manner wants to draw all people to himself and gather them under
the rule of his good and holy will.
[A Unique Time of God: Karl Barth's WWI Sermons. William Klempa, ed, WJK
Books, p. 100]
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God presides in the great assembly;
he renders judgment among the “gods”:
2 “How long will you[a] defend the unjust
and show partiality to the wicked?[b]
3 Defend the weak and the fatherless;
uphold the cause of the poor and the oppressed.
4 Rescue the weak and the needy;
deliver them from the hand of the wicked.
5 “The ‘gods’ know nothing, they understand nothing.
They walk about in darkness;
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.
6 “I said, ‘You are “gods”;
you are all sons of the Most High.’
7 But you will die like mere mortals;
you will fall like every other ruler.”
8 Rise up, O God, judge the earth,
for all the nations are your inheritance

In all our nationalistic fervour, claiming that perhaps God blesses us, Barth suggests
that we take a broader perspective. In the sermon, he reminds his own community,
which was German, that Switzerland included among its citizenry German, French,
and Italian. If they were to embrace their own land, then they couldn't and shouldn't
take sides. But, even the Swiss had no reason for pride, for God is bigger than
Switzerland. So, perhaps we might take a bit of wisdom from the great Swiss
theologian for our own times, and affirm God's greater vision of a borderless realm.

