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Welcome to our service this morning. These words take on a deeper meaning
in the church. In the church, it is God who is welcoming us into his presence.
This welcome is a miracle. We do not deserve to enter into God's presence in fact, his holiness precludes us from coming into the presence of God. We,
as sinners, cannot stand the light that shines from God, the light that demands
that all evil should be destroyed; the light which penetrates the darkness and
exposes our sinful nature and actions. And yet, as we come into church this
a little bit of body
morning, we do so without the terror of those who shouldAdd
be destroyed.
We
text
hear God's word of welcome because we have come to the church of Jesus
Christ, to the gathering of those who acknowledge that Jesus was destroyed
in our place, that he was discarded on the cross, so that we would be
welcome in God's presence.

Our AGM THIS WEEK
ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND THE SHORT
MEETING AFTER THE CHURCH AS WE REVIEW THE
PAST YEAR AND SET OURSELVES TOWARDS
THE YEAR AHEAD.
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DO WE NEED A REVIVAL?
Part 1

Many churches live in the hope that God would send a revival to their local
church and that many people would be saved. Stories abound of how, in the past,
God has moved in response to specific prayers for revival and how hundreds,
thousands or even tens of thousands of lives were changed because of this
happening. (For some reason, God is depicted as being especially predisposed to
answer the prayers of one or two old and infirm ladies, unable to participate in
regular church activities but praying earnestly and faithfully for a revival). When we
hear these stories, we, too, are moved to pray for something similar to happen in
our church.
Would it not be great if God suddenly did something unique in our church to
change it from a small struggling congregation into the dynamic domain of the
Spirit where sins are earnestly confessed, people healed, and unbelievers come to
know Jesus as their personal Lord and Saviour? Would it not be great if the church
suddenly found itself endued with a spirit of prayer and worship so that time no
longer mattered, and people were willing to stay on their knees to “do business
with God”? Would it not be great if the movement of the Spirit spread from our
church into the whole community so that thousands of people were saved and the
jails ran empty?
Most of us have heard the stories of what happened in Wales, China, and
Indonesia with the outbreak of spiritual revivals, and we desperately want the
same things to happen in our midst today. And so, along with many of our

Prayer
George Hamilton has to undergo
surgery on Wednesday to
remove some cancer. Please
pray for the success of the
operation and that the possible
side effects will be minimal.
Pray for the ministry of LARK
Pray that we will share the gospel
effectively with non-believers
Please pray for Phyllis Gomes
who is mourning the loss of her
son.

Notices:
All church activities are open opportunities
- so everyone is always welcome.

S@6 Tonight.
CRAFT Tuesday 9-11.30
Mainly Music on Thursday 10am
Bible Study Thursday 7pm
Friday - Japanese Outreach
Saturday: Young Adults' Bible Study
6.30 pm at the church
If you have a bit of time available, please speak to
Chad about helping in some way at Lark.
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church members, we refuse to settle for anything less than a full-blown revival.
Praying for revival can have two effects on a small church: it can help to keep
it going through tough times by focusing its attention on God in the hopeful
expectation that, if only the church believes and prays sincerely enough, something
significant will happen with, in and through it in the future; but it can also, often
simultaneously, turn the church's eyes away from God and his will for his church,
undermine the believers' faith and hope in God, make the church spiritually lazy
and ineffective and, finally, cause those who have so eagerly and faithfully
implored God to rend the heavens and fill the church with his presence, to become
discouraged and eventually give up on expecting much from God in this life. These
adverse effects of praying for a revival seem to occur because the very notion of a
revival, and the call for the church to pray for it, are not derived from the Bible itself
but rather from the historical experiences of groups of believers.
In suggesting that praying for a revival is a false purpose for the small church to
pursue, I am aware that I may be alienating some readers. Many will stand ready
with a few key verses to rebut my suggestion. We know from sects like the
Jehovah's Witnesses and the Mormons that it is pretty easy to find any number of
verses in the Bible to support a predetermined theological position; it is, thus, not
surprising that those who propound praying for a revival will also be able to point to
certain Scriptures to substantiate their ideas. However, several important Biblical
theological arguments indicate that God does not want his church to spend time
praying for revival – whatever the condition or state it is in. Paul had to deal with
some wrong churches in his time, like the one in Corinth, for instance, which was
marked by vices such as drunkenness, sexual immorality and secret idol worship,
and he never once suggested that they should hold a prayer meeting to beg God
for a revival. There are, of course, much weightier Biblical arguments against
praying for a revival than this that we could consider. I hope you, the reader, will be
willing to consider these arguments carefully and critically in the light of Scripture
and not simply reject them.
The intention here is not to be controversial. Still, I sincerely believe that this
focus and longing for a sudden and significant change could be damaging for many
small churches today by depriving them of God’s joyful and intended calling for
them.
Any idea that cannot stand the test of the Bible should be discarded. And I
believe it is time we discard the idea of a revival on those grounds. Moreover, I
think that once we dare to do this, we will be in a better position to do God's will
and to reach the world in his Name.
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19-21 “There once was a rich man, expensively dressed in the latest
fashions, wasting his days in conspicuous consumption. A poor man
named Lazarus, covered with sores, had been dumped on his doorstep. All
he lived for was to get a meal from scraps off the rich man’s table. His best
friends were the dogs who came and licked his sores.
22-24 “Then he died, this poor man, and was taken up by the angels to the
lap of Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In hell and in
torment, he looked up and saw Abraham in the distance and Lazarus in his
lap. He called out, ‘Father Abraham, mercy! Have mercy! Send Lazarus to
dip his finger in water to cool my tongue. I’m in agony in this fire.’
25-26 “But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that in your lifetime you got the
good things and Lazarus the bad things. It’s not like that here. Here he’s
consoled and you’re tormented. Besides, in all these matters there is a
huge chasm set between us so that no one can go from us to you even if
he wanted to, nor can anyone cross over from you to us.’
27-28 “The rich man said, ‘Then let me ask you, Father: Send him to the
house of my father where I have five brothers, so he can tell them the score
and warn them so they won’t end up here in this place of torment.’
29 “Abraham answered, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets to tell them
the score. Let them listen to them.’
30 “‘I know, Father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but they’re not listening. If someone
came back to them from the dead, they would change their ways.’
31 “Abraham replied, ‘If they won’t listen to Moses and the Prophets,
they’re not going to be convinced by someone who rises from the dead.’”

And just for fun....

