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THE SIX
ACT PLAY

Welcome to our service this morning as we trace the dramatic story which
informs John 1. We often read the Bible in a somewhat piecemeal fashion
and do not always understand how the story as a whole hangs together. Pray
that the Lord will minister to us through our worship, fellowship and the
sharing of his Word.
Add a little bit of body
Ben and Taratext
Smith have
been appointed as
pastors at Wembley
COC. Their church is
organising a Grief and
Loss seminar and they
have invited SBC to join
them for the evening. It
is always great to listen
to David Michie.
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How to Properly Read the Story of Scripture
Jeremy Meyers
In his books, The Last Word and Scripture and the Authority of God, N. T.
Wright uses an extremely helpful illustration for explaining how God’s story
functions, and where we fit into the plot. For a brief synopsis of the ideas in
these books, see the paper by N. T. Wright, “How Can the Bible be
Authoritative?”
History is a 5-Act Play
Wright portrays history as a play with five Acts. The first four Acts of the
play are (I) Creation, (II) Fall, (III) Israel, and (IV) Jesus. The book of Acts and
the rest of the New Testament are the opening scenes to Act V. If I were to
tweak this image a little bit, I would add Act VI from some of what we read in
the book of Revelation about the New Heavens and New Earth.
Based on this, Wright argues that we are currently living in the middle of Act
V, and we are actors on the stage. But there is no script, so we must
improvise. However, we are not left wandering aimlessly around, blurting
out whatever random line pops into our heads. No, we have Acts I-IV to
guide us, and the first part of Act V to show us how the story continues, and
we have Act VI to show us how the story ends.

Prayer Requests
We thank the Lord that Eli is out
of hospital and feeling much
better
Krina Moore is still struggling
with pain
Pray for Ethan following his
baptism that he will be a true
witness to the Lord
Reaching our playground visitors
with the gospel
Pray for the upcoming AGM and
also the appointing of office
bearers.

Notices:
All church activities are open opportunities
- so everyone is always welcome.

Most activities are resuming
S@6 Tonight.
CRAFT Tuesday
Mainly Music on Thursday am
Bible Study Thursday 7 pm
Friday - Japanese Outreach
Saturday: Young Adults' Bible Study
6.30 pm at the church
If you have a bit of time available, please speak to
Chad about helping in some way at Lark.
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We study and learn these other Acts, not so that we can copy them sceneby-scene in Act V, but so that we can learn the plotline, the major
characters, the conflict, the climax, and how the story will come to a
resolution. Then based on this information, we figure out how to get the play
from the middle of Act V to the conclusion in Act VI.
We might need a few cues along the way, or a few lines whispered from the
wings (more on that later), but in general, if we have a good grasp of the
written parts of the play that are in Scripture, it should not be too difficult to
improvise our part of the story in epic fashion.

Playing our Part
In this way, the Bible guides and informs us, not so that we mindlessly
repeat what other characters in the story have said and done, but so that we
allow the previous Acts in the story to inform and guide what we ourselves
say and do in our part of the story.
Some of the things will be similar, but most will be different, and everything
will build upon what has come before to carry the plot forward toward the
appropriate conclusion. Allowing the Bible to function this way relieves the
stress and burden placed on so many people to do proper “Bible Study” and
practice “sound hermeneutics.”Certainly, these are important in their place
and for certain professions, but in general, people can allow the Bible to
guide them simply by reading the Bible as a story in which they have a part
to play.

Our AGM will be held on 20th November.
Nominations for the management team need to be given to the
church secretary (Linda) by 16th Oct
Reports from Ministry leaders need to be in be received by
Linda before Mon 24 Oct
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In the beginning was the one
who is called the Word.
The Word was with God
and was truly God.
2 From the very beginning
the Word was with God.
3 And with this Word,
God created all things.
Nothing was made
without the Word.
Everything that was created
4 received its life from him,
and his life gave light
to everyone.
5 The light keeps shining
in the dark,
and darkness has never
put it out.[a]
6 God sent a man named John,
7 who came to tell
about the light
and to lead all people
to have faith.
8 John wasn't this light.
He came only to tell
about the light.
9 The true light that shines
on everyone
was coming into the world.
10 The Word was in the world,
but no one knew him,
though God had made the world
with his Word. He came into
his own world,
but his own nation
did not welcome him
.

JOHN 1:1-14 & 19-25 CEV
CEVCEV
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12 Yet some people accepted him
and put their faith in him.
So he gave them the right
to be the children of God.
13 They were not God's children
by nature or because
of any human desires.
God himself was the one
who made them his children.
14 The Word became
a human being
and lived here with us.
We saw his true glory,
the glory of the only Son
of the Father.
From him the complete gifts
of undeserved grace and truth
have come down to us.

17 The Law was given by Moses, but Jesus
Christ brought us undeserved kindness and
truth. 18 No one has ever seen God. The only
Son, who is truly God and is closest to the
Father, has shown us what God is like.
19-20 The religious authorities in Jerusalem
sent priests and temple helpers to ask John
who he was. He told them plainly, “I am not
the Messiah.” 21 Then when they asked him
if he were Elijah, he said, “No, I am not!” And
when they asked if he were the Prophet,[c] he
also said “No!”
29 The next day, John saw Jesus coming
toward him and said:
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world! 30 He is the one I told you
about when I said, “Someone else will come,
who is greater than I am, because he was
alive before I was born.”

