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 Welcome to our service this morning. It is “our service” because we have all been
called by God to serve him and one another in love. We are so grateful for the way
God has blessed Scarborough through the sacrificial service of so many of his
children over the years. We are all aware of how much we have all benefitted from
the work of those who came before us. As we consider this, our prayer must surely
be: "May those who come behind us find us faithful."

So, is there some way in which we can determine what God's will for us is? How do
we know his "good and perfect will"? This is what we will consider this morning.

 Our brother and friend Bob Brown's funeral will be held on 4 October at 
10am in Subiaco (at Purslowe Funeral Chapel, 33 Townshend Rd) 



 
 

  P2 2 October 2022 

 Please continue praying for
Anik  
 We thank the Lord that
Malcolm is currently much
better 

Bob Brown's family
Family  members who do not
yet know the Lord as Saviour
Reaching our playground
visitors with the gospel
The Finances of the church

Prayer requests - 
health-related:

Other:

Notices:
 

All church activities are open opportunities
- so everyone is always welcome.

 

Tonight: Sundays@6
 

Most activities which usually take place
during the week are on hold for the

holiday period. 
 

Saturday: Young Adults' Bible Study 
6.30 pm at the church

 

If you have a bit of time available, please
speak to Chad about helping in some way at

Lark.

People sometimes view the church as a spiritual filling station where they 
may park their souls for an hour or so to be topped up for the week. 
Sometimes the sermon or the worship may seem to lack the expected 
potency, like watered-down fuel, making them fear that they may have to 
spiritually stutter along for the next week. They may even grumble that 
unless the quality of the service improves significantly, they will have to 
seriously consider taking their souls somewhere else to be topped up for 
the week. Such people remain spiritual consumers. Many progress to 
become spiritual connoisseurs, people who can critically evaluate and 
authoritatively debate how and why pastor So and So’s messages are more 
powerful or theologically sound than those of pastor Po and Po, not to 
mention pastor Lo and Lower whose message they just had to suffer 
through.

What these people fail to understand is that the church is not in the 
business of topping up souls for their spiritual journey. To belong to the 
church is to be a volunteer in its service department and cease to be an 
interested consumer of spiritual goods. It is to be called to pray for a 
miracle when the sermon does not seem to go anywhere or seems to go 
everywhere and like the peace of God continues forever.

SPIRITUAL CONSUMERISM AND THE CHURCH



To belong to the church means to pray for the musicians, worship leaders, 
preacher,s and Sunday School teachers during the week. It means to trade 
criticism for gratitude and sincere encouragement for those who risk serving 
despite all their shortcomings. It involves taking time to get to know people 
and build trusting and caring relationships that can support each other in 
times of need. It means spending quality time with those you would rather 
shun. It involves trusting God for the fruits of generosity, kindness, 
forgiveness, patience, and gentleness to mark our interaction with others. 
Belonging to God's service department calls believers to humility and 
vulnerability 

Spiritual consumers evaluate the church to find out how it can serve their 
needs: God's servants ask what the needs of the church are and if they can 
help improve things. 
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Gods'Spirit is at work in the church to draw
believers away from their spiritual egotism and

focus their attention on the needs of others. 
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Dear friends, God is good. So I beg you to offer your bodies to him as a living
sacrifice, pure and pleasing. That's the most sensible way to serve God.  2 Don't
be like the people of this world, but let God change the way you think. Then you
will know how to do everything that is good and pleasing to him.

3 I realize God has treated me with 
undeserved grace, and so I tell each of 
you not to think you are better than you 
really are. Use good sense and 
measure yourself by the amount of faith 
that God has given you.  4  A body is 
made up of many parts, and each of 
them has its own use.  5 That's how it is 
with us. There are many of us, but we 
each are part of the body of Christ, as 

well as part of one another.
6  God has also given each of us different gifts to use. If we can prophesy, we 
should do it according to the amount of faith we have.  7 If we can serve others, we 
should serve. If we can teach, we should teach.  8 If we can encourage others, we 
should encourage them. If we can give, we should be generous. If we are leaders, 
we should do our best. If we are good to others, we should do it cheerfully.

9 Be sincere in your love for others. Hate everything that is evil and hold tight to
everything that is good. 10 Love each other as brothers and sisters and honour
others more than you do yourself. 11 Never give up. Eagerly follow the Holy Spirit
and serve the Lord. 12 Let your hope make you glad. Be patient in times of trouble
and never stop praying. 13 Take care of God's needy people and welcome strangers
into your home.

14  Ask God to bless everyone who mistreats you. Ask him to bless them and not to
curse them. 15  When others are happy, be happy with them, and when they are
sad, be sad. 16  Be friendly with everyone. Don't be proud and feel that you know
more than others. Make friends with ordinary people. 17 Don't mistreat someone
who has mistreated you. But try to earn the respect of others, 18 and do your best to
live at peace with everyone.


