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We are so grateful that you have joined
us for worship. It seems strange, but
your mere presence in church this
morning can make a significant impact
on others. It may provide
encouragement for those who have felt
their faith waning during the week by
showing them that they are not alone but
are part of a larger body of believers.
Your active participation in worship may
cause someone being tempted to sin

to reconsider his or her decisions as
they are drawn to worship God
alongside you.
Our service this morning will focus on
a series of strange sermons
presented by the prophet Ezekiel to
the captives in Babylon. Pray that
every part of the service will serve to
bring us closer to God and to know his
love and compassion in greater depth.

It is with great sadness that we have to announce that Bob Brown, a longstanding member of the
church, has passed away on Friday. We will advise you of his funeral arrangements via SMS.

18 September 2022

P2

THE CHRISTIAN POST
Christians could lose majority status in America by 2045:
study
Barring any limiting event such as war or economic depression, if the pace at
which Christians abandon their faith before the age of 30 were to accelerate
beyond its current pace, America could no longer be a majority Christian nation
by as early as 2045.
And Christians wouldn’t just lose their majority status in America in this scenario.
They would also be outnumbered by the religiously unaffiliated, also known as
“nones,” according to the findings of a new analysis by the Pew Research Center.
The findings are based on work from the Pew Research Center which projects
religious composition in the United States under multiple switching scenarios for
the first time, as part of the Pew-Templeton Global Religious Futures project. The
project analyzes religious change and its impact on societies around the world.
In the study, Pew highlights four hypothetical scenarios out of several possibilities
to demonstrate how the U.S. religious landscape might change over the next halfcentury. The impact of younger Christian adults abandoning their faith without
limitation was modeled in one of those scenarios.
(Continue on next page)

Prayer requests health-related:
Please continue praying for
Anik and Lily after their
respective medical operations
Iris and Malcolm; Joy; Margaret
Other:
The Beck family and their
ongoing ministry in
Mozambique
Reaching our playground
visitors with the gospel
The Finances of the church

Notices:
All church activities are open opportunities
- so everyone is always welcome.
Tonight: Sundays@6
Tuesday: Craft Group from 9 -11.30 am
Thursday 10.30 am: Mainly Music for small
children & their carers
Thursday: Bible study at 7 pm at the
church
Saturday: Young Adults' Bible Study
5 pm at the church
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While the other three scenarios reflect varying degrees of religious disaffiliation,
“they all show Christians continuing to shrink as a share of the U.S. population,
even under the counterfactual assumption that all switching came to a complete
stop in 2020.” The ranks of the unaffiliated, however, are projected to grow under
all four scenarios.
“Of course, it is possible that events outside the study’s model — such as war,
economic depression, climate crisis, changing immigration patterns or religious
innovations — could reverse current religious switching trends, leading to a revival
of Christianity in the United States,” the researchers noted. “But there are no
current switching patterns in the U.S. that can be factored into the mathematical
models to project such a result.”
Data highlighted in the research show that while Christianity remains the “stickier”
religious affiliation for older Americans, among younger adults it is the religiously
unaffiliated identity that is enduring. If that trend is sped up with nothing to stop it,
according to projections of the third of the four main models, the number of
Christian adherents in the U.S. is likely to decline at a much faster rate.
“If the pace of switching before the age of 30 were to speed up throughout the
projection period without any brakes, Christians would no longer be a majority by
2045,” Pew researchers said.
In this model, the religiously unaffiliated would be America’s most dominant faith
expression by 2055, with about 46% of the population claiming that identity.
Christians would represent just a 43% share of the population. By 2070, 52% of
Americans would be unaffiliated, while only 35% would be Christian.
In 2020, the Pew Research Center estimated that about 64% of Americans,
including children, were Christian. The religiously unaffiliated accounted for 30%
of the U.S. population, while all other religions — including Jews, Muslims, Hindus,
and Buddhists — totaled about 6%.

There is no growth without change, no
change without fear or loss, and no loss
without pain.
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4 Ezekiel, son of man, find a brick and sketch a picture of Jerusalem on it. 2 Then
prepare to attack the brick as if it were a real city. Build a dirt mound and a ramp
up to the top and surround the brick with enemy camps. On every side put large
wooden poles as though you were going to break down the gate to the city. 3 Set
up an iron pan like a wall between you and the brick. All this will be a warning for
the people of Israel.
4-5 After that, lie down on your left side and stay there for 390 days as a sign of
Israel's punishment—one day for each year of its suffering. 6 Then turn over and
lie on your right side 40 more days. That will be a sign of Judah's punishment—
one day for each year of its suffering.
7 The brick stands for Jerusalem, so attack it! Stare at it and shout angry warnings.
8 I will tie you up, so you can't leave until your attack has ended.
9 Get a large bowl. Then mix together wheat, barley, beans, lentils, and millet, and
make some bread. This is what you will eat for the 390 days you are lying down.
10 Eat only a small loaf of bread each day 11 and drink only two large cups of
water. 12 Use dried human waste to start a fire, then bake the bread on the coals
where everyone can watch you. 13 When I scatter the people of Israel among the
nations, they will also have to eat food that is unclean, just as you must do.
14 I said, “Lord God, please don't make me do that! Never in my life have I eaten
food that would make me unacceptable to you. I've never eaten anything that died
a natural death or was killed by a wild animal or that you said was unclean.”
15 The Lord replied, “Instead of human waste, I will let you bake your bread on a
fire made from cow manure. 16 Ezekiel, the people of Jerusalem will starve. They
will have so little food and water that they will be afraid and hopeless. 17
Everyone will be shocked at what is happening, and, because of their sins, they will
die a slow death.”

