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The sermon this morning deals with persecution. Voice of the Martyrs
reported that Chinese authorities have been arresting pastors and
shutting down congregations. The crackdown on the church is part of
an aggressive policy on religion ordered by President Xi Jinping. His
aim is to bring China’s religious minorities under ever-tighter state
control,
Pastor Alimujiang was jailed for 15 years after telling a colleague on
the phone that citizens were being monitored by state security. That
phone call had been tapped, and Pastor Alimujiang was jailed for
‘inciting separatism’ and ‘leaking state secrets’.The authorities have
forced Alimujiang and other prison inmates to constantly wear
headphones tuned into communist propaganda and to memorise what
they hear. How does hearing about such persecution affect us here in
Australia today?
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RELIGION and Secularisation
Richard John Neuhaus interviews Wolfhard Pannenberg
When we think about the causes of secularization, we have to go back before the
Enlightenment. Here we come upon the wars of religion that resulted from the
controversies of the sixteenth century. The wars of religion were the decisive
factor in the cultural change that became evident around the middle of the
seventeenth century. More and more people, especially the rulers, drew the
conclusion that society had to be rebuilt on a basis that abstracts from religious
disputes.
RJN: Here, then, we see the beginnings of the privatizing of religion in order to
protect the public square from religious warfare. But this was not, at the time,
viewed as being anti-Christian or anti-religious.
WP: Exactly. These people, or at least most of them, continued to think of
themselves as Christians. They thought they were advancing a more enlightened
Christianity.
RJN: So what the rulers of Europe after the mid-seventeenth century were trying
to do was to rescue morality, especially civil morality, for the public arena by
keeping doctrinal and ecclesiastical disputes in the private sphere.
WP: Yes, their social reconstruction was based on conceptions of human nature
drawn from notions of natural law, natural religion, the natural political order, and
so forth. In this way, the Enlightenment was not so much an assault upon religion
as an attempt to tame and universalize it for civic purposes.

Prayer requests health-related:
Anik Suherianto is recovering
well after her operation. Pray
that she will be completely
free from cancer.
Iris and Malcolm Sales
Other:
Pray for those suffering
persecution for their faith
Reaching our playground
visitors with the gospel
Finances of the church

Notices:
All church activities are open
opportunities - so everyone
is always welcome.
Tonight: Sundays@6
Tuesday: Craft Group between 9 and
11.30 am
Thursday 10.30 am: Mainly Music for
small children & their carers
Thursday: Bible study at 7 pm at the
church
Friday lunchtime: Japanese kindy
outreach
Young People's Bible Study 6.30 pm
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RJN: Whatever the intention, you would agree that the result has been, among
other things, the thorough secularization of European life?
WP: Yes and no. The Enlightenment, as such, is not the enemy. It is a legitimate
part of the Christian heritage. In its German and English forms, its protagonists
explicitly invoked Christian reasoning in the Reformation tradition. For instance,
the key idea of freedom drew on Luther’s understanding of Christian freedom.
Similarly, of course, with the role of conscience in moral discernment. And think of
the influence of Calvin’s teaching about the immediacy of God’s rule over human
beings, unmediated by monarchies and the such. Surely no one can doubt that
Calvinism was directly responsible for the development of democratic ideas in
seventeenth-century England. So there is this close connection between
Protestantism and modernity that should not be obscured. It is not modernity
that is estranged from Christianity. The fault lies with the wars of religion. That
experience forced people who thought responsibly about the social order to
develop a morality that could be supported by religion but would not get
embroiled in those fatal religious disputes. The problem, of course, is that
abstracting from doctrine led to a very shallow view of religion. Such a religion and
morality were abstracted from the most important questions about what is true.
This tendency, in turn, favored in the long run the French form of Enlightenment.
RJN: A form of Enlightenment that was revolutionary in quite different ways,
including intense hostility to religion. This is the Enlightenment that has had such
a powerful influence over the last two centuries and far beyond the borders of
France. But, if you trace these developments to the earlier wars of religion, it
follows that you believe Christian unity, or ecumenism, is essential to
reconstituting the moral foundations of Western culture.
WP: Very much so. We cannot speak about recovering the Christian sources of
culture without attending to the break between Rome and the Reformation
traditions. We cannot recall the people of Europe, the nations of Europe, to the
Christian heritage if that heritage continues to represent division. It is only in the
context of ecumenism that there is a chance for people to see Christianity as a
possible source of cultural unity and promise.

Richard Niebuhr described liberal or “modern” Christianity: “

A God without wrath brought men without sin into a
kingdom without judgment through the
ministrations of a Christ without a cross.”
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Jesus' disciples gathered around him, 2 and he taught them:
3 God blesses those people
who depend only on him.
They belong to the kingdom
of heaven![b]
4 God blesses those people
who grieve.
They will find comfort!
5 God blesses those people
who are humble.
The earth will belong
to them!
6 God blesses those people
who want to obey him[c]
more than to eat or drink.
They will be given
what they want!
7 God blesses those people
who are merciful.
They will be treated
with mercy!
8 God blesses those people
whose hearts are pure.
They will see him!
9 God blesses those people
who make peace.
They will be called
his children!
10 God blesses those people
who are treated badly
for doing right.
They belong to the kingdom
of heaven.[d]
11 God will bless you when people insult you, mistreat you, and tell all kinds of
evil lies about you because of me. 12 Be happy and excited! You will have a great
reward in heaven. People did these same things to the prophets who lived long
ago.

