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Welcome to our time of worship and
fellowship together this morning. We have
been looking at what are known as "The
Beatitudes" over the past few weeks and today
we focus on "Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God". What does it mean to have
a pure heart? What does it mean to see God?
There will be a baptismal class after the
service. If you are interested please speak to
Andre or Chad.
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HAPPINESS AND/OR HOLINESS?

Who can really be pure in heart? by Greg Laurie
A happy person will be a holy person, because Jesus said, "Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they shall see God" (Matthew 5:8).
But who could ever be pure in heart? You can. I can. We must understand what
this statement means. By pure in heart, Jesus is not saying that we can never have
an impurity in our hearts and never be inconsistent. Otherwise, we all would be
disqualified, because the Bible clearly teaches "the heart is deceitful above all
things, and desperately wicked" (Jeremiah 17:9).
So here is how it works: we come to God, poor in spirit. We see ourselves as we
really are. We mourn over our condition. And like the psalmist, we pray, "Create in
me a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me" (Psalm 51:10).
In our culture, we often refer to the heart as the center of emotion, and we refer
to the mind as the center of intellect. But in the Hebrew culture, the heart
referred to everything. The heart was the very center of personality. It was the
center of the emotions as well as the mind. And it included the thinking process.
Proverbs 23:7 says, "As [a man] thinks in his heart, so is he."
The heart is the center of who you are. This means that with all of your being, you
should be pure. But being pure does not mean being flawless. A good translation
of the word pure would be "single" or "focused." So to be pure in heart means to
P3
have a single-minded devotion to Jesus.
To be pure in heart is to seek to live a holy life, because that is the secret to
happiness. If you want to be happy, then seek to be holy. Don't chase after
happiness.
Chase after holiness.
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The hard fact of the matter is that we
do fail. We make mistakes. We’re all
human!
But that’s just it. We are ALL human.
If you think you are the only broken
one, that’s far from the truth! We all
fall short.
But God’s grace is big enough to
cover all of your shortcomings and
more. And His grace is sufficient.
Romans 3: 23, 24
…for all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God, and all are justified
freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

Sunday - Morning Worship at 10 am; Sundays@6 - Meal and Outreach service.
Tuesday - Craft group 9.00 til 11.30 am
Thursday - Mainly Music 10.30 am; Bible Study 7 pm at the church
Friday - Japanese Kids Outreach
Other activities:
Mentoring at the Primary School - see Chad
Lark Refreshment Centre - Tuesday to Saturday - volunteers welcome
If you would like to know more about being baptised, please speak to one of
the pastors. Baptismal classes have already started but catch-up sessions are
also available..
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Matthew 5 verses 1-12
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Jesus saw the crowds and went up a hill, where he sat down. His disciples
gathered around him, 2 and he began to teach them:
True Happiness
3 “Happy are those who know they are spiritually poor;
the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them!
4 “Happy are those who mourn;
God will comfort them!
5 “Happy are those who are humble;
they will receive what God has promised!
6 “Happy are those whose greatest desire is to do what God requires;
God will satisfy them fully!
7 “Happy are those who are merciful to others;
God will be merciful to them!
8 “Happy are the pure in heart;
they will see God!
9 “Happy are those who work for peace;
God will call them his children!
10 “Happy are those who are persecuted because they do what God requires;
the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them!
11 “Happy are you when people insult you and persecute you and tell all kinds of
evil lies against you because you are my followers. 12 Be happy and glad, for a
great reward is kept for you in heaven. This is how the prophets who lived before
you were persecuted.

Give thanks and pray for Joy Loffelman as she leads our Kidszone each week
- for patience and wisdom; and for the parents of our under twelves as they
bring up their children in the ways of God.
Please continue to pray for Krina Moore, Iris and Malcolm and Anik, and for
all those struggling with illness at the moment. Please keep Brent and Lily's
friend Abby in your prayers as she faces the final stages of her life. Pray also
for Lily who is waiting for a gall bladder operation.
.

PRAYER THANKSGIVING & REQUESTS

Praise the Lord for the Mainly Music ministry held in the church each
Thursday morning. Pray for opportunities to discuss the gospel with those
who do not yet know the Lord.

