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What is happening at Scarborough Baptist Church?

the beatitud
es

IN THIS ISSUE

WELCOME

A warm welcome to you this morning as we

WHY WE

gather around the throne of God to worship

PREACH FOR

and honour him. We gather together because

PROPER NAMES

the love of Christ has been poured into our

WHAT'S

other.

hearts and draws us closer to Him and to each

HAPPENING
THIS WEEK
BIBLE
READING

There will be a baptismal class after the
service. If you are interested please speak to
Andre or Chad.
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WHY WE PREACH FOR PROPER NAMES

The first time a pastor ever made me cry out of frustration was when I was 18
years old and working as an intern at a megachurch. I proposed that I spend the
summer focusing on about 10 middle school girls, intentionally developing
relationships with them. “Just 10?” the pastor responded, berating me for wasting
his time on a small vision. He wanted to be wowed by numbers and metrics. He
wanted not just a small group of girls to know Jesus more deeply but a revival
where hundreds would be baptized.
This pastor, while I disagree with him, isn’t uniquely evil. He was simply influenced
by ill-formed impulses in evangelicalism to grandiosity and efficiency. But we as a
church need to rediscover the goodness of smallness and particularity. If we do
not, we are in danger of trading depth for shallowness and discipleship for
spectacle. Arguably the most important institution in America today is the local
church. And one of its most important and prophetic callings in our moment is to
remain, characteristically, local—that is, committed to a particular people in a
particular place.
Wendell Berry said that the things we “love tend to have proper names.” We
cannot love the church or the world abstractly. Instead, when we preach and
minister to others, we must learn to do so for people with proper names in a
place with a proper name.

P3

Jesus’ ministry is the ultimate example of embracing smallness and particularity.
“The glory of Christianity is its claim that small things really matter and that the
small company, the very few, the one man, the one woman, the one child are of
infinite worth to God,” wrote former archbishop of Canterbury Michael Ramsey.
“Our Lord devoted himself to a small country, to small things and to individual
men and women, often giving hours of time to the very few or to the one man or
woman.”
He continued: “Our Lord gives many hours to one woman of Samaria, one
Nicodemus, one Martha, one Mary, one Lazarus, one Simon Peter, for the infinite
worth of the one is the key to the Christian understanding of the many.”
When I read the Gospels, it seems that if Jesus wanted to quickly reach the
masses with his message, he wasted a lot of time. Ramsey notes how, like us,
Jesus lived in “a vast world, with its vast empires and vast events and tragedies.”
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Though he did preach to large groups, from a strategic growth perspective—when
one considers the amount of time Jesus spent sitting with a very few and not out
healing, rebuking, preaching, teaching, or wowing the crowds with miracles—our
Lord’s ministry seems positively inefficient.
One of the chief temptations of our digital age is to aim our ministry at those
outside the church and to preach to those outside the sanctuary. I heard from
one friend that their church began streaming online worship during the pandemic
but now plans on offering it broadly for everyone for decades to come. The
expressed reason for doing so? They discovered their services garnered a
“national audience.” But disciples are not usually formed in a mass “audience.”
They must have proper names.
A sermon is an act of love, not punditry. Preaching flows, in part, from sitting
across from a church member over coffee, from pastoral care and counseling,
from hospital visitation, and from walking the streets of a particular city and
neighborhood. In general, discipleship is only possible if we know real people and
their struggles, needs, and paths of growth. To seek a national platform is to subtly
center church on a worship experience—which becomes a performance akin to a
rock concert or a TED talk—as opposed to being an embodied local community,
living life together, gathered around Word and sacrament.
Tish Harrison Warren Chrisitanity Today June 21, 2022

The quiet, small, and slow work of local churches and pastors witnesses to a
different way of being in a world that often embraces the loud, the big, and the
efficient. This patient work follows Jesus in seeing and affirming the infinite worth
of the one, whom he knows and calls by name.

Sunday - Morning Worship at 10 am; Sundays@6 - Meal and Outreach service.
Tuesday - Craft group 9.00 til 11.30 am
Thursday - Mainly Music 10.30 am: Bible Study 7 pm at the church
Friday - Japanese Kids Outreach
Other activities:
Mentoring at the Primary School - see Chad
Lark Refreshment Centre - Tuesday to Saturday - volunteers welcome
If you would like to know more about being baptised, please speak to one of
the pastors. Baptismal classes have already started but catch-up sessions are
also available..
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Jesus saw the crowds and went up a hill, where he sat down. His disciples
gathered around him, 2 and he began to teach them:
True Happiness
3 “Happy are those who know they are spiritually poor;
the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them!
4 “Happy are those who mourn;
God will comfort them!
5 “Happy are those who are humble;
they will receive what God has promised!
6 “Happy are those whose greatest desire is to do what God requires;
God will satisfy them fully!
7 “Happy are those who are merciful to others;
God will be merciful to them!
8 “Happy are the pure in heart;
they will see God!
9 “Happy are those who work for peace;
God will call them his children!
10 “Happy are those who are persecuted because they do what God requires;
the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them!
11 “Happy are you when people insult you and persecute you and tell all kinds of
evil lies against you because you are my followers. 12 Be happy and glad, for a
great reward is kept for you in heaven. This is how the prophets who lived before
you were persecuted.

Pray that more people will attend the small groups to draw closer to each
other and the Lord
Please pray for Krina Moore who is struggling physically but continues to
witness to the love of God to all those around her in Gracewood Retirement
village. Please pray for Malcolm and Iris as Malcolm suffers from dementia
and has recently had another fall.
.

PRAYER THANKSGIVING & REQUESTS

Praise the Lord for the Craft ministry in the church. Pray that the Lord will
continue to draw the people who attend to a fuller understanding of His
unconditional love for them.

