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What is happening at Scarborough Baptist Church?

IN THIS ISSUE

WELCOME
SMALL
CHURCHES

We meet together today as a response of
love to the Lord who has touched and
transformed our lives. We dare to come
into his presence just as we are, fallen and
broken sinners. We dare to come because
we are assured of his grace and mercy, of

THIS WEEK'S

the fact that our sins have been forgiven

SERVICES

through the sacrifice of Jesus our Lord.

BIBLE
READING

Let us lift our hearts in wonder and awe as
we approach the holy throne of our God.
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SMALL CHURCHES MAKING A BIG IMPACT
WHAT IS SUCCESS?
One of the critical questions that every church has to wrestle with is what
constitutes a 'successful' church? I was in a meeting where a group of pastors
were crafting a vision statement for their denomination. The vision statement
ended up being full of words like dynamic, growing, powerful, impact, selfsupporting, significant etc. And as I looked at these words, I wondered if there
should not also be a place for terms like struggling, surviving, needy, and small.
The second list more accurately reflects the state in which many churches find
themselves and the state in which they will most probably continue for many
years to come. By excluding such words from our vision for the church, we are
saying that those churches who do not meet the criteria of the first list are not
successful. Small struggling churches, this vision statement implies, are not
successful; they are not fulfilling God's calling; they fall outside the scope of the
church’s vision; they are failing the denomination’s expectations. Such churches
do not truly belong; they may be tolerated as long as they keep striving to meet
the vision’s criteria for success.
When do we know that we are achieving what God wants for and from his church?
The problem is that there are a number of different definitions of a successful
church that do not always match each other and to which we can, nevertheless,
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subscribe. We may have a good theological definition of the church that we
gained from theological seminary or from teaching about the church which is then
overlaid by the expectations of - and comments from, people in the pew. Our
definition is often further supplemented by overt and implied statements that we
have read in the latest popular 'Church growth book'. On top of this our own
psychological need for power and recognition will play a part in how we define a
successful church, especially when we note how much more esteem is afforded to
leaders who minister in large churches. National Christian conferences, for
example, are not known to feature keynote speakers from small struggling
churches or churches in decline. Such conferences praise successful ministers in
big churches and, thereby, set the tone for how we understand a successful
ministry and a successful church. But, let us not simply blame the conference
organisers: who wants to attend a conference where the keynote speaker is
someone from a church that has not grown numerically, or even declined, over
the past few years?
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This leads us to an important point. Numerical growth is important and will always
be important in the way we define success in the church. Churches that pride
themselves on being small, while they are not growing numerically, often do so
purely as a defensive mechanism, as a way to escape acknowledging their failure
in this area. Churches want to grow numerically because the call of the gospel is
for the church to make disciples of all the nations of the world. Our very heart for
evangelism means that we should seek to become better equipped to reach the
world with the gospel. And so, even though this blog is built on the fact that there
are many ways to define success and that 'numbers' are not the most important
criterium by which to measure success, it does not want to help us excuse our
weaknesses and failures, either. Failure and struggle are part of being the church.
Let us not, however, turn failure into a virtue. We need to face it, confess it, and
struggle to overcome it. We may then decide to renounce it, start a new small
church and continue the struggle. But that is another matter.

Sunday - Morning Worship at 10 am; Sundays@6 - Meal and Outreach service.
Tuesday - Craft group 9.30 am
Thursday - Mainly Music 10 am: Bible study 7 pm at the church
Friday - Japanese Kids Outreach
Other activities:
Mentoring at the Primary School - see Chad
Lark Refreshment Centre - Tuesday to Saturday - volunteers welcome
If you would like to know more about being baptised, please speak to one of
the pastors. Baptismal classes start next week.
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Genesis 3
1 The serpent was clever, more clever than any wild animal God had made. He
spoke to the Woman: “Do I understand that God told you not to eat from any tree
in the garden?”
2-3 The Woman said to the serpent, “Not at all. We can eat from the trees in the
garden. It’s only about the tree in the middle of the garden that God said, ‘Don’t
eat from it; don’t even touch it or you’ll die.’”
4-5 The serpent told the Woman, “You won’t die. God knows that the moment you
eat from that tree, you’ll see what’s really going on. You’ll be just like God, knowing
everything, ranging all the way from good to evil.”
6 When the Woman saw that the tree looked like good eating and realized what
she would get out of it—she’d know everything!—she took and ate the fruit and
then gave some to her husband, and he ate.
7 Immediately the two of them did “see what’s really going on”—saw themselves
naked! They sewed fig leaves together as makeshift clothes for themselves.
8 When they heard the sound of God strolling in the garden in the evening breeze,
the Man and his Wife hid in the trees of the garden, hid from God.
9 God called to the Man: “Where are you?”
10 He said, “I heard you in the garden and I was afraid because I was naked. And I
hid.”
(Please see separate page for the full passage.)

We thank the Lord that Perth Bible College has been reaccredited without
any conditions as a Higher Education Provider for seven years.
Please continue to pray for Barbara Mitchell with the passing away of her
husband Alan. A service to thank the Lord for his life will be held at North
Beach Baptist church at 1 pm on Monday.
.
Please continue to pray for Anik as doctors determine how best to treat her
cancer. Please also pray for wisdom regarding her visa to serve as a pastor.

PRAYER THANKSGIVING & REQUESTS

Praise the Lord that the City of Stirling has withdrawn its objections to the
operating times of our Lark Refreshment Centre.

