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gathered as "Scarborough Baptist Church"
we confess that we are part of the larger
body of Christ which extends beyond our
denominational boundaries.
This week we are continuing our focus on
the beatitudes and looking at Jesus'
assertion: "Happy are those who mourn, for
they will be comforted."
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BOOK REVIEW
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Life Can Begin Again: Sermons on the Sermon
on the Mount - Helmuth Thielicke
Christians have always turned to the Sermon on the Mount for inspiration. In
Life Can Begin Again, Helmut Thielicke, himself one of the great preachers of
the twentieth century comes to grips with what is often seen as a collection of
lovely but impossible ideals.
Thielicke makes it clear that the Sermon on the Mount can never be
understood if, even for a moment, we forget the person of the Preacher of the
Sermon. For without the person and work of Jesus Christ the marvelous words
of the Beatitudes and the injunctions that follow them are the most radical
and devastating distillation of God's claims that can be conceived - they leave
us in utter hopeless dismay. Only through Christ can these words of the law
become the glorious Gospel that promises a new life.

The Beatitudes
To some, the beatitudes appear to be idealisms that can be picked and chosen
from, to others they are traits of weakness that ought to be overcome. They speak
of mercy, gentleness, and peacemaking. Burdensome attributes. They speak of
mourning, hunger, and persecution. Unpopular states of being.
P3
From such perspectives, it may be surprising to see that through the beatitudes
the preacher is not pressing his followers towards legalism or idealism, but is
offering a portrait of a new human. He is describing himself. Simply read the
Gospel accounts and see that Jesus is the one who is poor in spirit, mourning,
gentle, thirsting for righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, peacemaking, and
persecuted for righteousness' sake.
The beatitudes then serve to portray the new human, and furthermore the new
humanity. As Jesus’ followers are conformed to his likeness, they will become new
beatitude people, much like their master: gentle, pure in heart, peacemakers…
https://theexpositors.wordpress.com/tag/you-lucky-bum/
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THE FATHERHOOD OF GOD
The Sermon on the Mount combines a vision of God
as the King and God as Father in a unique way. We
need to keep both these dimensions in mind when
interpreting these passages. Jesus' demand for
believers to embrace radically new obedience - to do
God's will on earth as in heaven - is set in the context
of God's loving commitment to his people as their
loving Father. God, our Father, sets the standard for all
earthy fathers.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Barbara Mitchell with the passing away of
her husband Alan. Pray for God's peace to
enfold her during this time of deep pain
.
Anik has heard that her cancer has
returned. Please pray for strength as she
and her family face yet another battle
towards her healing.
Mahawi - an Ethiopian lady from Brisbane
who phoned the church to find out how to
become a Crhistian.

Dr Alan Mitchell
We are sad to announce
passing of Dr Alan Mitchell.
Alan and His wife Barbara
were long-time members of
this church and very involved
in the construction of the
church building and in the
music ministry. Alan served on
the Management of SBC with
great love for the Lord and his
people and enthusiasm for any
task at hand to further the
Kingdom of God on earth.

THIS WEEK @ SCARBS
Sunday - Morning Worship at 10 am; Sundays@6 - Meal and Outreach service.
Tuesday - Craft group 9.30 am
Thursday - Mainly Music 10 am: Bible study 7 pm at the church
Friday - Japanese Kids Outreach
Other activities:
Mentoring at the Primary School - see Chad
Lark Refreshment Centre - Tuesday to Saturday - volunteers welcome
If you would like to know more about being baptised, please speak to one of
the pastors. Baptismal classes will be held in a couple of weeks.
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MATTHEW 5:1-11
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5 Jesus saw the crowds and went up a hill, where he sat down. His disciples
gathered around him, 2 and he began to teach them:
True Happiness
3 “Happy are those who know they are spiritually poor;
the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them!
4 “Happy are those who mourn;
God will comfort them!
5 “Happy are those who are humble;
they will receive what God has promised!
6 “Happy are those whose greatest desire is to do what God requires;
God will satisfy them fully!
7 “Happy are those who are merciful to others;
God will be merciful to them!
8 “Happy are the pure in heart;
they will see God!
9 “Happy are those who work for peace;
God will call them his children!
10 “Happy are those who are persecuted because they do what God requires;
the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them!
11 “Happy are you when people insult you and persecute you and tell all kinds of
evil lies against you because you are my followers. 12 Be happy and glad, for a
great reward is kept for you in heaven. This is how the prophets who lived before
you were persecuted.

NOTES
Mourning and complete loss:
Mourning and happiness:
God's intervention and hope:
Mourning and a vision of the Kingdom:
Living mournfully and happily in this broken reality:

