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Welcome to our service this morning. Your
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presence here is a witness to the world and
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a blessing to God's people.
We continue our series on the beatitudes
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this morning reflecting on Jesus'
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pronouncement that the meek (or humble)
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are blessed because they will receive what
God has promised. Let us trust that the
Lord will speak to us as we gather at his
feet.
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POWERFUL EULOGY FROM A PRIEST
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If my brother Tony Sirico aka 'Paulie Walnuts' could
steal heaven, so can you
There is no need for me to
rehearse the details of my brother's
life—the great change that took
place in its trajectory from when he
was young that brought him to the
success he came to enjoy as he
matured.
Besides, it is not the role of a
priest in a funeral homily to
eulogize the deceased. My role,
which I take as seriously as Tony
took his acting, is to communicate
to you the love of God that comes
to us in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ
in the face of death. Death is not
the final word in the Christian
vocabulary—life is—eternal life, into
which my brother has now passed.
Nor is it my role to canonize my
brother. For that, I would have to
refer you to a higher authority.
What I can do is point out to you
some dimensions of this man’s
complex life of which you may not
have been aware and perhaps
make some connections that could
be overlooked.
I know that many today think the
admission of sin or guilt or shame
for wrong-doing somehow
diminishes human dignity. I think,
rather, that it places a firm

Tony Sirico, who played 'Paulie Walnuts' in 'The
Sopranos,' was laid to rest this month

foundation under our dignity because it
reinforces our integrity.
The gospel describes the death of our
Lord on the cross as being crucified
between two criminals. Jesus was "counted
among the wicked." Jesus was often among
sinners.
P3
The place, Golgotha, was an abandoned
quarry. And in a way, those two malefactors
on either side of Jesus, represent all of us—
the whole of humanity—in our capacity to
either deny our failings and rage against
those who make them apparent to us; or to
reach out for forgiveness.
Surrounded by scorn on that hill, among
the last words that Christ spoke were words
of forgiveness: "Father, forgive them."
This was not a cheap forgiveness he was
offering. After all, it cost our Lord his life.
A few weeks ago, I saw my brother for the
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last time in Florida where he lived close to his faithful daughter, Joanne, who
tended to his every need in his final days.

I sensed that the end was coming, so as we sat in a private place, I pulled a
confessional stole out of my pocket, I looked into his eyes, and I said, "How about
that confession?"
My brother agreed, and I did one of the most significant things that a priest can
ever do for another human being. I absolved him of his sins—all of his sins.
That "good thief" about whom I spoke is said to have "stolen heaven" in the last
moments of his life. He did not deny his guilt—he admitted it. He did not
obfuscate nor equivocate. He simply said: "Jesus, remember me when you come
into your kingdom."
Jesus replied: "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise."

JESUS CAME TO
BRING LIFE IN ALL
ITS FULNESS

Sunday - Morning Worship at 10 am; Sundays@6 - Meal and Outreach service.
Tuesday - Craft group 9.00 til 11.30 am
Thursday - Mainly Music 10 am: Bible study 7 pm at the church
Friday - Japanese Kids Outreach
Other activities:
Mentoring at the Primary School - see Chad
Lark Refreshment Centre - Tuesday to Saturday - volunteers welcome
If you would like to know more about being baptised, please speak to one of
the pastors. Baptismal classes start next week.
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Matthew 5 verses 1-12
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5 Jesus saw the crowds and went up a hill, where he sat down. His disciples
gathered around him, 2 and he began to teach them:
True Happiness
3 “Happy are those who know they are spiritually poor;
the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them!
4 “Happy are those who mourn;
God will comfort them!
5 “Happy are those who are humble;
they will receive what God has promised!
6 “Happy are those whose greatest desire is to do what God requires;
God will satisfy them fully!
7 “Happy are those who are merciful to others;
God will be merciful to them!
8 “Happy are the pure in heart;
they will see God!
9 “Happy are those who work for peace;
God will call them his children!
10 “Happy are those who are persecuted because they do what God requires;
the Kingdom of heaven belongs to them!
11 “Happy are you when people insult you and persecute you and tell all kinds of
evil lies against you because you are my followers. 12 Be happy and glad, for a
great reward is kept for you in heaven. This is how the prophets who lived before
you were persecuted.

Please continue to pray for Barbara Mitchell with the passing away of her
husband Alan.
.
Please continue to pray for Anik as doctors determine how best to treat her
cancer. Please also pray for wisdom regarding her visa to serve as a pastor.

"The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an
end. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness, O Lord!"
Lamentations 3: 22, 23

PRAYER THANKSGIVING & REQUESTS

Praise the Lord that the City of Stirling has withdrawn its objections to the
operating times of our Lark Refreshment Centre.

