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SCARBOROUGH BAPTIST CHURCH

SUNRISE AT JACKADDER LAKE

Reading: MATTHEW 27: 35-44
The soldiers nailed Jesus to a cross and gambled to see who would get
his clothes. 36 Then they sat down to guard him. 37 Above his head
they put a sign that told why he was nailed there. It read, “This is Jesus,
the King of the Jews.” 38 The soldiers also nailed two criminals on
crosses, one to the right of Jesus and the other to his left.
39 People who passed by said terrible things about Jesus. They shook
their heads and 40 shouted, “So you're the one who claimed you
could tear down the temple and build it again in three days! If you are
God's Son, save yourself and come down from the cross!”
41 The chief priests, the leaders, and the teachers of the Law of Moses
also made fun of Jesus. They said, 42 “He saved others, but he can't
save himself. If he is the king of Israel, he should come down from the
cross! Then we will believe him. 43 He trusted God, so let God save
him, if he wants to. He even said he was God's Son.” 44 The two
criminals also said cruel things to Jesus.
Reflection:
Let's spend some time thinking about the way that Jesus took on himself the
sins of the whole world - also our own sins. In the quiet, take some time to
pray to God in your own heart and mind. "He suffered for our transgressions."
Isaiah 53:5
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45 At noon the sky turned dark and stayed that way until three o'clock.
46 Then about that time Jesus shouted, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”
which means, “My God, my God, why have you deserted me?”
47 Some of the people standing there heard Jesus and said, “He's calling
for Elijah.” 48 One of them at once ran and grabbed a sponge. He
soaked it in wine, then put it on a stick and held it up to Jesus.
49 Others said, “Wait! Let's see if Elijah will come and save him.” 50 Once
again Jesus shouted, and then he died.
51 At once the curtain in the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.
The earth shook, and rocks split apart.
...
54 The officer and the soldiers guarding Jesus felt the earthquake and
saw everything else that happened. They were frightened and said, “This
man really was God's Son!”
55 Many women had come with Jesus from Galilee to be of help to him,
and they were there, looking on at a distance. 56 Mary Magdalene, Mary
the mother of James and Joseph, and the mother of James and John were
some of these women.

Reflection:
Think about the grief of those who had spent so much time with Jesus. Think
about your own emotions and thoughts as you consider what has just been
read to us.
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57 That evening a rich disciple named Joseph from the town of
Arimathea 58 went and asked for Jesus' body. Pilate gave orders for it to
be given to Joseph, 59 who took the body and wrapped it in a clean
linen cloth. 60 Then Joseph put the body in his own tomb that had been
cut into solid rock and had never been used. He rolled a big stone
against the entrance to the tomb and went away.
61 All this time Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting across
from the tomb.
62 On the next day, which was a Sabbath, the chief priests and the
Pharisees went together to Pilate. 63 They said, “Sir, we remember
what this liar said while he was still alive. He claimed in three days he
would come back from death. 64 So please order the tomb to be
carefully guarded for three days. If you don't, his disciples may come
and steal his body. They will tell the people he has been raised to life,
and this last lie will be worse than the first one.”
65 Pilate said to them, “All right, take some of your soldiers and guard
the tomb as well as you know how.” 66 So they sealed it tight and
placed soldiers there to guard it.
Reflection:
Consider the sealing of the
tomb; the gracious help of
Joseph of Arimathea; the role
of the women.
Think about the custody
issue: he was handed over to
the Roman guards; they
believed that the disciples
would possibly steal his body
from the authorities - how
the resurrection would
change all of these
arrangements!!
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Mark 14: 43-53

MATTHEW 28
The Sabbath was over, and it was almost daybreak on Sunday when Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 Suddenly a
strong earthquake struck, and the Lord's angel came down from heaven.
He rolled away the stone and sat on it. 3 The angel looked as bright as
lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards shook from
fear and fell down, as though they were dead.
5 The angel said to the women, “Don't be afraid! I know you are looking
for Jesus, who was nailed to a cross. 6 He isn't here! God has raised him
to life, just as Jesus said he would. Come, see the place where his body
was lying. 7 Now hurry! Tell his disciples he has been raised to life and is
on his way to Galilee. Go there, and you will see him. This is what I came
to tell you.”
8 The women were frightened and yet very happy, as they hurried from
the tomb and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them and
greeted them. They went near him, held on to his feet, and worshipped
him. 10 Then Jesus said, “Don't be afraid! Tell my followers to go to
Galilee. They will see me there.”
Reflection:
Praise God for his resurrection of
Jesus from the dead - that he
loved the world so much that he
gave his son to die for us; but
that through his power and his
might, life was no longer finite
but could be extended past
physical death.
Jesus truly is our Saviour.

He is Lord!
He is Lord!
He has risen from the dead
and He is Lord!
Every knee shall bow;
every tongue confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord!
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