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What's
happening?
The Christian and
War

Mark 14

This month we are gathering on Zoom to hold our
worship services in order to protect one another
and also to help de-escalate the Covid wave Perth
is experiencing. We trust that this online
experience will be a time of blessing and fellowship
as we share together.
In the prayer meeting yesterday we spent some
time considering the Lord, our God; "Great is He
and most worthy of praise!" (Psalm 96) in the midst
of prayers for those experiencing war, floods, fires,
and personal problems in their lives. Today and
next week we will publish a two-part excerpt from
Jensen's article on war from the well-known
magazine Christianity Today.
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What's happening?
There will be no Sundays@6 for the next couple of weeks.
Wednesday evening Bible Study at 6pm - (via Zoom, contact Anik)
Thursday evening Bible Study at 7 pm will be via Zoom.
Craft Group will be on again on Tuesday morning
Please pray for the Childrens' ministry reaching out to Japanese toddlers every
Friday
Mainly Music will be meeting on Thursday mornings. Please join us to build
positive and loving relationships with the children and carers.

THIS WEEK: Most of our meetings - Bible studies, m
management meetings, finance meetings etc, will now
be via Zoom - using the same link on the home page of
our website: scarboroughbaptist.com

Morning services
All of our morning
services will be via
Zoom during March. If
this is in any way
difficult for you, let us
know and we might
have ways of getting
around things.

PRAYER

Please pray that the
conflict in the Ukraine
will cease very soon and
for justice to prevail in
that country.

Craft Club
The Craft Club will be on as
normal this Tuesday. The
leadership will continue to
assess the situation to see if
any changes should be made.

Zooming in

All church meetings will be run from the Zoom
link on our website. (Home page)
If you are phoning in because you do not have
Zoom video availability:
Phone this number 08-61193900
Meeting ID: 881 377 4715
Passcode: 191312
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Adapted from " Apocalypse Again and Again" by Phillip Jensen, Christianity
Today.
Let me begin by briefly outlining five different attitudes to war, because God's
Word has something to say to each.
First, there are the doves, the pacifists who are opposed to all war and all violence.
We all have sympathy for this position. The biblical image of heaven, after all, is of
peace and harmony, where people "will beat their swords into plowshares and
their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor
will they train for war anymore" (Isa. 2:4). The Prince of Peace will usher in the time
when "the wolf will live with the lamb" (Isa. 11:6). That, however, is exactly what I
believe is wrong with the pacifists' position: It is the wrong timing. We are not in
the Garden of Eden, nor yet in the heavenly city. Now is not the time for world
peace. We are in the fallen world of human sinfulness, where evil people do
dastardly things and where God has given governments authority to administer
justice with the sword (Rom. 13:1; 1 Pet. 2:13). Pacifism is a godly mistake in that it
fails to take seriously the sinfulness of humans, for monsters do exist and do need
stopping. We are all capable of doing real harm to our neighbor and need the
constraint of law and order and of good government.
The second attitude is the opposite of the dove: the hawk. By this I mean the
person who is always looking for a fight, for controversy and the use of force to
get his way. While one can be sympathetic with the godly mistake of the dove,
there is little or no sympathy for the man of violence. The Scriptures say, "The
Lord … hates the wicked and the one who loves violence" (Ps. 11:5, ESV), and
"human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires" (James
1:20). So we are warned: "Do not envy the violent or choose any of their ways. For
the Lord detests the perverse but takes the upright into his confidence" (Prov.
3:31-32). Nowhere in the Bible do those who love violence get God's approval.
Those who are pleased, thrilled, and excited about war should look to themselves
and repent, for they are out of step with God. To be contd next week.
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Jesus anointed at Bethany
14 Now the Passover and the Festival of Unleavened Bread were
only two days away, and the chief priests and the teachers of the
law were scheming to arrest Jesus secretly and kill him. 2 ‘But not
during the festival,’ they said, ‘or the people may riot.’
3 While he was in Bethany, reclining at the table in the home of
Simon the Leper, a woman came with an alabaster jar of very
expensive perfume, made of pure nard. She broke the jar and
poured the perfume on his head.
4 Some of those present were saying indignantly to one another,
‘Why this waste of perfume? 5 It could have been sold for more
than a year’s wages and the money given to the poor.’ And they
rebuked her harshly.
6 ‘Leave her alone,’ said Jesus. ‘Why are you bothering her? She has
done a beautiful thing to me. 7 The poor you will always have with
you, and you can help them any time you want. But you will not
always have me. 8 She did what she could. She poured perfume on
my body beforehand to prepare for my burial. 9 Truly I tell you,
wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she
has done will also be told, in memory of her.’

please pray for the people in our
church who are especially vulnerable
to become very sick from the virus
Our pastors' phone numbers if you have any issue
which you would like to discuss or for which you
seek prayer.

Andre 0418263602
Chad 0403839558
Anik 0425566443

