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What's
happening?
The Christian and
War: Part 2

Mark 14: 10-31

This month we are gathering on Zoom to hold our
worship services in order to protect one another
and also to help de-escalate the Covid wave Perth
is experiencing. We trust that this online
experience will be a time of blessing and fellowship
as we share together.
Watching the news of the war in Ukraine exposes
all those things we know human beings are capable
of and hoped would never come to pass. If your
heart has been moved to give towards helping
those working with the injured and the huge
refugee problem, please see page three for web
links for donations in this regard. Today we will
publish the second of a two-part excerpt from
Jensen's article on war from the well-known
magazine Christianity Today.
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What's happening?
There will be no Sundays@6 for the next couple of weeks.
Wednesday evening Bible Study at 6pm - (via Zoom, contact Anik)
Thursday evening Bible Study at 7 pm will be via Zoom.
Please pray for the Childrens' ministry reaching out to Japanese toddlers every
Friday
Lark will be open from Tuesday to Saturday between 7.30am and 2.30pm. If you
would like to help in any way, please speak to Chad or Lainie. As we go into the
peak week of Covid, please pray that they will stay well.

Craft Club

UKRAINE - please
pray about giving a
donation either
through Baptist
World Aid:

https://baptistworldaid.
org.au/appeals/standin
g-with-ukraine/
or through Medecins
sans frontieres:
https://msf.org.au/dona
te-now

The Craft Club will be on as
normal this Tuesday. We ask
that you make sure that you are
well and that you follow the
distancing rules..

Mainly Music
Mainly Music will be on again
on Thursday morning. Thanks
to those who come in and help
to make everyone welcome.

Zooming in

All church meetings will be run from the Zoom
link on our website. (Home page)
If you are phoning, because you do not have
Zoom video availability:
Phone this number 08-61193900
Meeting ID: 881 377 4715
Passcode: 191312
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Adapted from " Apocalypse Again and Again" by Phillip Jensen, Christianity Today.
(contd from last week)
The third and fourth attitudes are neither pacifist nor militaristic. The difference between
them is timing. In Ecclesiastes we read the striking verse, "a time to love and a time to
hate, a time for war and a time for peace" (Ecc. 3:8). There is a time for governments to
take action, to step into the affairs of the world with punitive force, be it by the police,
the judiciary, or the military. There is "a time for war."
But when is the time? Was Neville Chamberlain right in his timing, or too slow to go to
war? Was Winston Churchill right or too precipitous? It is a matter of human judgment of
the pragmatics and strategy of war. We are not God, and we do not know what to do.
"Not yet," then, is the third position. Many believe their government acts too quickly and
condemn it as immoral and genocidal. But the Bible says we must nonetheless respect
those who are appointed over us in government. The first-century Christians were called
upon to respect and obey the tyrannical and persecuting Roman government of their
day as being appointed by God. It is no less incumbent on us to respect our leaders
(Rom. 13:1; 1 Pet. 2:13). And we must not attack the servicemen and servicewomen who,
obedient to the duly elected government of the day, are willing to lay down their lives to
protect our freedom, including our freedom to dissent from government opinion.
The fourth attitude is that of "at last" we have had to act. Those who hold this
position must remember that God is not on one side in war. He is not utterly
disinterested, but neither does he identify completely with one side or the other. Wars
are ours, not his. Our wars cannot be fought in the name of God. Furthermore, it is
worth reminding ourselves to keep listening to others and weighing the costs and
benefits of war. For as the Bible teaches, "Surely you need guidance to wage war, and
victory is won through many advisers" (Prov. 24:6). And as Jesus said, "Or suppose a king
is about to go to war against another king. Won't he first sit down and consider whether
he is able with ten thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty
thousand? If he is not able, he will send a delegation while the other is still a long way off
and will ask for terms of peace." (Luke 14:31-32). In listening to advisers and weighing
the options, remember the words of Oliver Cromwell to the Scots just a month before
the Battle of Dunbar: "I beseech you, in the bowels of Christ, think it possible you may be
mistaken."
And then the fifth and final attitude: the fence. Many of us feel ourselves unable to
decide. We do not want to go to war, but we do not want to see tyranny grow. We
certainly do not want weapons to proliferate and fall into the hands of terrorists, but
then again we do not know the best way to prevent that.
Those in this position may not know what to do politically, but they can always pray. Paul
tells us to pray for those in government over us "that we may live peaceful and quiet
lives in all godliness and holiness" (1 Tim. 2:2).
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Judas Iscariot was one of the twelve disciples. He went to the chief priests and
offered to help them arrest Jesus. 11 They were glad to hear this, and they
promised to pay him. So Judas started looking for a good chance to betray Jesus.
Jesus Eats with His Disciples
12 It was the first day of the Festival of Thin Bread, and the Passover lambs were
being killed. Jesus' disciples asked him, “Where do you want us to prepare the
Passover meal?”
13 Jesus said to two of the disciples, “Go into the city, where you will meet a man
carrying a jar of water. Follow him, 14 and when he goes into a house, say to the
owner, ‘Our teacher wants to know if you have a room where he can eat the
Passover meal with his disciples.’ 15 The owner will take you upstairs and show
you a large room furnished and ready for you to use. Prepare the meal there.”
16 The two disciples went into the city and found everything just as Jesus had told
them. So they prepared the Passover meal.
17-18 While Jesus and the twelve disciples were eating together that evening, he
said, “The one who will betray me is now eating with me.”
19 This made the disciples sad, and one after another they said to Jesus, “You
surely don’t mean me!”
20 He answered, “It is one of you twelve men who is eating from this dish with me.
21 The Son of Man will die, just as the Scriptures say. But it is going to be terrible
for the one who betrays me. That man would be better off if he had never been
born.”
22 During the meal Jesus took some bread in his hands. He blessed the bread and
broke it. Then he gave it to his disciples and said, “Take this. It is my body.”
23 Jesus picked up a cup of wine and gave thanks to God. He gave it to his
disciples, and they all drank some. 24 Then he said, “This is my blood, which is
poured out for many people, and with it God makes his agreement. 25 From now
on I will not drink any wine, until I drink new wine in God’s kingdom.” 26 Then they
sang a hymn and went out to the Mount of Olives.

Our pastors' phone numbers if you have any issue
which you would like to discuss or for which you
seek prayer.

Andre 0418263602
Chad 0403839558
Anik 0425566443

