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Welcome to our service this morning. We are so grateful that you have joined us in
our worship. We are continuing our series on the Sermon on the Mount and today we
will be focusing on the God whom we meet in secret spiritual encounters and who
surprises us by responding to us in the practical physical world in which we live.
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Yes, Jesus Told Us to Pray in Secret. But He Also Prayed with His Friends.
Lynne M. Baab| Christianity TodayJuly 8, 2021
A young Chinese woman with a rare chronic disease spent most of her days in
darkness in the early 20th century. As Christiana Tsai lay in her dark bedroom, month
after month, then year after year, she learned to pray. The story of her prayer
journey, Queen of the Dark Chamber, profoundly shaped my faith as a young adult.
From Christiana I learned about perseverance and passion in prayer. I learned that
prayer shows love and support for people when we cannot be with them. I saw prayer
as a high and joyful calling.
Christiana Tsai inspired me deeply, but her model was limited to only one setting for
prayer—in isolation, away from life’s distractions and responsibilities. Ben Patterson
describes the emphasis we often place on this kind of prayer: “I was raised in a
tradition that believed the man alone on his knees in the closet is the pinnacle of
great prayer—one person one-on-one with the Almighty.”
A closet sounds like a strange place to pray unless one is familiar with Matthew 6:6.
Jesus instructs his disciples to go to an inner room—literally a storage closet—shut
the door, and “pray to your Father in private” (NLT).
Prayer alone is certainly one model of prayer in the Bible, but if we read the Bible
only through the lens of praying in a closet, we miss much of the rich diversity
possible in prayer.

Prayer requests:
Thank the Lord for substantial extra donations towards completing
the Refreshment Centre. Pray for Chad as he has to pull everything
together.
Please pray for the Ministry of Brighton Kids as they work with
children over the holiday period.
Krina Moore is still undergoing tests in hospital. Please pray for her
recovery and that the doctors will find effective ways of relieving her
of the excruciating pain she continues to feel.
Thank the Lord for the Bible studies that are drawing people together
in love.
Pray that the Lord will send us key people who can join us in our
ministry to reach our neighbourhood and the world with the good
news of his love.
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Notices:
All church activities are open opportunities - so everyone
is always welcome.
Christmas Craft Morning: 23 October 9.30 -11.30
Church AGM: 17 October after the service
Tonight: Sundays@6
Most of the church activities are closed over the school holidays so
why not join us tonight?
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6 “Be careful not to practise your righteousness in front of others to be
seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in
heaven.
2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored
by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 3 But
when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your
right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your
Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
Prayer
5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to
pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen
by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 6 But
when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in
secret, will reward you. 7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling
like pagans, for they think they will be heard because of their many
words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need
before you ask him.

ANIK SUHERIANTO
The church decided some time ago to appoint Anik as a pastor on the
condition that enough money can be raised to cover her salary. We applied
for a visa but it was turned down at the time. Now it seems that the rules have
changed and she may qualify for a visa. At the AGM the church will have to
make a final decision re ordaining her as a pastor for the visa application to
proceeed.

