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THE BEATITUDES
Just the other day we mentioned in our bulletin that Spring was back.
And, indeed, it is still so: even more so. The blossoms are breaking
out all around us. But, somehow, the winter has decided that it is not
completely finished with us yet. Despite our calendars announcing
that it is Spring, and despite all the evidence that Spring has sprung,
the last few days have also been bitterly cold. This weather
phenomenon could be a picture of the life of the Christian. New life
has indeed started in us, we see evidence of it everywhere. And yet
the cold reality of our old life of sin and brokenness has not finally
gone away. We feel it. It is all around us. The only thing to hold onto
is that Spring has indeed come, and will soon have the final say.
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Life Can Begin Again: Sermons on the Sermon
on the Mount - Helmuth Thielicke
Christians have always turned to the Sermon on the Mount for inspiration.
In Life Can Begin Again, Helmut Thielicke, himself one of the great
preachers of the twentieth century, comes to grips with what is often seen
as a collection of lovely but impossible ideals. Thielicke makes it clear that
the Sermon on the Mount can never be understood if, even for a moment,
we forget the person of the Preacher of the Sermon. For without the
person and work of Jesus Christ the marvellous words of the Beatitudes
and the injunctions that follow them are the most radical and devastating
distillation of God's claims that can be conceived - they leave us in utter
hopeless dismay. Only through Christ can these words of the law become
the glorious Gospel that promises a new life. Once again, as in his other
best-selling works How the World Began and The Prayer that Spans the
World, Thielicke brings profoundly biblical religion alive for modern
readers.
Prayer requests - health-related:
Krina has had a bad fall and lay helpless for a couple of days in her
unit. She is currently in hospital undergoing further tests. Please pray
for her continued healing and that they will be able to manage her
chronic pain.
Please continue praying for Margaret who still has a range of medical
issues which need sorting out.
We thank the Lord that Ayla is much better after a very heavy fall.
We continue to pray for Iris and Malcolm.
We thank the Lord that Rosemary is better after a fall while in search
of orchids. It is great that she and Bob have maintained their joy
despite facing many difficult health issues lately/
Please pray for Anik who is busy completing her Master's essay after
a long setback due to ill health
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Notices:
All church activities are open opportunities - so everyone
is always welcome.
Tonight: Sundays@6
Monday 9.30am: Bible Study at the church
Tuesday night Bible Study at 6 - moved from Thursdays
Tuesday: Craft Group between 9 and 11.30am
Thursday 10.30am: Mainly Music for small children & their carers
Thursday: Bible study at 7pm at the church

HAVE THINGS REALLY CHANGED?

In 1963 Helmut Thielicke, a well-known German preacher visited the United States. When
asked by reporters what he considered the most important question of OUT time, especially
in America, Thielicke spoke of his concern that Americans did not know how to deal with
suffering, that they did not expect suffering to be part of life. He said, “Again and again, I have
the feeling that suffering is regarded as something which is fundamentally inadmissible,
disturbing, embarrassing and not to be endured.” If life is inconvenient or hard, there are pills
and anodynes for everything.
In view of severe drug problems among old and young alike in the last ten years, his
comments seem prophetic. Alcohol consumption increases among teens as drug abuse
works its way down into elementary schools. While deploring both dope and booze, others
regularly consume tranquillizers and painkillers. It’s un-American to suffer. It spoils our pursuit
of happiness.
To our shame, some contemporary evangelism leads people to believe that trusting Jesus
will be like taking a giant aspirin. Testimonies of bubbling enthusiasm, where troubles always
have a glib, happy ending because of Jesus, increase the expectation that this is what the
Christian life is all about. Trust Jesus and be rid of suffering.
But the Bible never promises that. Instead, the words of Jesus and the apostles assure us that
we will in fact suffer. How hard it is to hear that; in fact, we prefer not to hear it. We like some
of the beatitudes, especially the one about peacemakers being called the children of God. But
we don’t linger long over “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely
say all kind of things against you..."
* Gladys M. Hunt|"The Good of Suffering" Christianity today May 24, 1974
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5 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down.
His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them.
The Beatitudes
He said:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn,
for they will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek,
for they will inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they will be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful,
for they will be shown mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they will see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they will be called children of God.
10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all
kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is
your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

Hi there, We've just arrived from Melbourne- my husband and our two kids Sam aged 6 and Abi
4 and I. We've moved here for my husband's job. We are looking at the Scarborough area and
will be in a hotel apartment at Scarborough beach after quarantine ends. We will be living there
whilst looking for a home to rent. As God has done some awesome things we thought we'd put
the word out in case someone you know with a 2/ 3 /4 bedroom house with a garden and
garage is looking for tenants in the Scarborough area. Totally no worries if not! Plenty of
conventional means of acquiring housing! Anyway looking forward to meeting you all.
Claire Farley

