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What's happening at Scarborough?

WELCOME
EVENTS
BIBLE READING
WHY DO WE
ALL NEED
FORGIVENESS?

Welcome to church this long weekend. May you have
time to reflect on God's goodness as you possibly take a
mini-break from ordinary life. This morning we will again
consider one of the major confessions of faith which is
often referred to by its Latin name, the Apostolicum or
the Apostles' Creed or the Twelve Articles of Faith. Last
week Matt spoke about the confession "I believe in the
holy catholic church, the communion of the saints" while
this morning we will be looking at the next confession: "I
believe in the forgiveness of sins."
We will be focusing on forgiveness in depth as a theme
at our camp in August. This morning we will place
forgiveness in the context of the church and also in light
of our relationship with God. Pray that our worship and
the sermon will speak to our hearts as we draw near to
God.
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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK

SUNDAYS@6 - Join us for dinner tonight and a short service
afterwards
Monday Bible Study - taking a break due to the long weekend
Tuesday morning - all welcome; starts at about 9.15 and ends at 11.30
Thursday morning Mainly Music - for carers and pre-schoolers

LOVE

BIG Morning Tea:
Thursday Bible Study at 7pm - at the church Praise the Lord! $500
was raised for Cancer
Mentor Programme - contact Chad
Research at the Big
Morning Tea at Craft
Group on 25 May.
Thursday Bible Study at 6pm - at the church

A Prayer List for you

1. Pray for the situation in Israel and
Gaza and for ongoing peace.
2. Keep praying for Deirdre's sister.
3. Pray for those still working on the
Refreshment Centre (Cafe)
4. Pray for our own members who
are struggling with illness
5. Pray for Iwan Surya who is getting
married next weekend in Bali.
6. Pray for the camp in August.
7. Praise God for his mercy, his
forgiveness despite our weaknesses
8. Continue to pray for Erantha and
his family.
9. Pray for those we meet who do
not know Christ as Saviour. Pray for
our conversations with them.
10. Thank God for his goodness!
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To acknowledge one's guilt is to place yourself at the mercy of someone else. It
means becoming vulnerable. People are found guilty of doing some wrong. Guilt is
closely associated with feelings of dishonour, disgrace, inferiority and shame.
Shame, in contrast to guilt, pertains to the negative way people perceive
themselves, because of the wrong they have done. According to Kleynhans,
people emotionally experience shame in the form of embarrassment, rejection,
humiliation, and feeling defiled. It is no wonder that people fight desperately not
to be tainted by guilt and shame. The good news is that Christians may confess
their transgressions to God without fear of damnation and destruction. They may
do so because, although they know God as the Holy One who destroys evil and
evil doers, they also know him as a God who is loving and kind, always willing to
forgive and restore justice to his people. God’s people in the Old Testament could
already confess:
You are kind, God!
Please have pity on me.
You are always merciful!
Please wipe away my sins.
Wash me clean from all
of my sin and guilt.
To confess our sins to God is an act of ultimate trust in God's undeserved
kindness. We, thereby, agree that we have done wrong. We admit that God has
the right to punish, or even destroy us. We give up our right to self-defence and
cast ourselves on God's mercy alone. Only those who trust in God can openly
confess their guilt to him.

Confession of
sin is always a
confession of
faith
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1 John 1:5-10

CEV TRANSLATION
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5 Jesus told us that God is light and doesn’t have any darkness in him. Now we
are telling you.
6 If we say that we share in life with God and keep on living in the dark, we are
lying and are not living by the truth. 7 But if we live in the light, as God does,
we share in life with each other. And the blood of his Son Jesus washes all our
sins away. 8 If we say that we have not sinned, we are fooling ourselves, and
the truth isn’t in our hearts. 9 But if we confess our sins to God, he can always
be trusted to forgive us and take our sins away.
10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make God a liar, and his message isn’t
in our hearts.

Guilty of dust and sin.
But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack
From my first entrance in,
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning
If I lack’d anything.
‘A guest,’ I answer’d, ‘worthy to be here:’
Love said, ‘You shall be he.’
‘I, the unkind, ungrateful? Ah, my dear,
I cannot look on Thee.’
Love took my hand and smiling did reply,
‘Who made the eyes but I?’

PERTH WOMEN'S
CONVENTION

LOVE bade me welcome; yet my soul drew back,

Make sure that you get your leaflet
today. If you would like help with
registration, please speak to Anne.

George Herbert's poem, "Love".

‘Truth, Lord; but I have marr’d them: let my shame
Go where it doth deserve.’
‘And know you not,’ says Love, ‘Who bore the blame?’
‘My dear, then I will serve.’
‘You must sit down,’ says Love, ‘and taste my meat.’
So I did sit and eat.

