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Welcome!
I heard someone say the other day that he only goes
to church if he has something to do there. While this
sounds admirable, it also misses something significant
about our presence in the church. Just our "being in
church" is already doing something. We are witnessing
that God is important to us; that we have been moved
to place ourselves before him, that we are willing to
listen to him. We are also saying that He has made
other people become important to us.
On this rainy, cold day we come together because
someone greater has touched our lives.
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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK

SUNDAYS@6 - Join us for dinner tonight and a short service
afterwards
Monday Bible Study - 9.30am at the church
Tuesday morning Craft - all welcome; starts at about 9.15 and ends at 11.30
Thursday morning Mainly Music - for carers and pre-schoolers

LOVE

Thursday Bible Study at 6pm - at the church
Thursday Bible Study at 7pm - at the church
Mentor Programme - contact Chad

Confession
People sometimes leave the church because they have become
disillusioned by the wrongful actions of other believers. In separating
themselves from the so-called "hypocrites" in the church, they put on the
mantle of self-righteousness, thereby confessing that they are different
from those “sinful” people. While Jesus did expose the Pharisees as
hypocrites, their hypocrisy lay precisely in their refusal to be counted
amongst the sinners with whom Jesus associated. As we have seen in the
previous chapter, to belong to the church is to publicly identify with people
in need of grace, mercy, and forgiveness. This attitude also extends beyond
the church to the way Christians engage with the world, especially when it
comes to dealing with issues of right and wrong.
Many Christians continue to live in fear of being ‘caught out' in their sin. Not
that they are necessarily busy with big deliberate sins that they hope
nobody will find out about, but because they feel surrounded by people
who are just waiting to see them fall in even the smallest way. Christians,
however, do not only feel pressure from their unbelieving relatives,
colleagues, and friends but also from the church that teaches them that
they are called to be examples to the world. p.4
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With the departure of Jesus Christ to the Father an establishment on earth is
made. His departure means not only an end but also a beginning, even though
not as the continuation of his advent. For it should not be said that the work of
Jesus Christ simply continues in the life of Christians and the existence of the
Church. . . . Christ founds His Church by going to the Father, by making Himself
known to His Apostles. This knowledge means the call to “Go into all the world and
proclaim the Gospel to every creature.” Christ is the Lord. That is what all creation,
what all nations should know. The conclusion of Christ’s work is therefore not an
opportunity given to the Apostles for idleness, but it is their being sent out into
the world. Here there is no rest possible; here there is rather a running and
racing; here is the start of the mission, the sending of the Church into the world
and for the world.
This time which now breaks in, the time of the Church, is at the same time the
end-time, the final-time, the time in which the existence or the meaning of the
existence of the creaturely world reaches its goal. We heard, when we spoke of
Christ’s Cross and Resurrection, that the battle was won, the clock had run down,
but still God has patience. He has put the Church into the world, and the meaning
of this last time is, that it is filled up by the message of the Gospel and that the
world has this command, to listen to this message. . . .
It is the time which stands to Jesus Christ in the relationship of “Behold I stand at
the door and knock.” He is most near. He wishes to enter; already quite near and
yet outside, still before the door, and already we within may hear Him and be
expectant of His entry. . . . The Ascension is the beginning of this time of ours.
If Jesus rose from the dead, then you have to accept all that he said; if he
didn’t rise from the dead, then why worry about any of what he said? The
issue on which everything hangs is not whether or not you like his
teaching but whether or not he rose from the dead.
– Timothy Keller
Easter says you can put truth in a grave, but it won’t stay there.
– Clarence W. Hall
I believe in Christianity as I believe that the sun has risen: not only
because I see it, but because by it I see everything else.
– C.S. Lewis
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Theophilus, I first wrote to you about all that Jesus did and taught from the
very first 2 until he was taken up to heaven. But before he was taken up, he
gave orders to the apostles he had chosen with the help of the Holy Spirit.
3 For forty days after Jesus had suffered and died, he proved in many ways that
he had been raised from death. He appeared to his apostles and spoke to them
about God’s kingdom. 4 While he was still with them, he said:
Don’t leave Jerusalem yet. Wait here for the Father to give you the Holy Spirit,
just as I told you he has promised to do. 5 John baptized with water, but in a
few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.
Jesus Is Taken to Heaven
6 While the apostles were still with Jesus, they asked him, “Lord, are you now
going to give Israel its own king again?”
7 Jesus said to them, “You don’t need to know the time of those events that
only the Father controls. 8 But the Holy Spirit will come upon you and give
you power. Then you will tell everyone about me in Jerusalem, in all Judea, in
Samaria, and everywhere in the world.” 9 After Jesus had said this and while
they were watching, he was taken up into a cloud. They could not see him, 10
but as he went up, they kept looking up into the sky.
Suddenly two men dressed in white clothes were standing there beside them.
11 They said, “Why are you men from Galilee standing here and looking up into
the sky? Jesus has been taken to heaven. But he will come back in the same
way that you have seen him go.”

Confession by Andre
It is true that a joyful and positive Christian lifestyle can have a powerful
effect on nonbelievers. Trying to be an example to the world can, however,
also become a deadly snare if we do not start from the right place, namely
that we are first and foremost called to be examples of people who are in
need of grace rather than of individuals who have it all together all the time.
Instead of trying to impress the world with our goodness, our testimony will
be much stronger if we admit to being weak and fallible at times, but that we
have been captured by Christ and want to follow his way of love.

