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SERMON: THE STORY OF ABRAM (4)

FINDING THE
BEST IN CHURCH
TODAY
PRAYER
REQUESTS
WHAT'S ON?
BIBLE READING

How do I get the best from coming to
church today? There is no strict recipe,
but there are things we can do to ensure
that we do not unnecessarily block our
encounter with God.
1. FOCUS ON WHO YOU ARE
MEETING
Church is about a living encounter with
the Holy God. It is about more than just
listening to some persons nice ideas
about religion, the world and life-ingeneral. It is about more than singing
some songs which stir our hearts or feet.
It is about more than meeting a bunch of
like-minded people. Coming to church
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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK
SUNDAYS@6 - Back on again this evening

No Bible studies on Monday as it is a public holiday.
Tuesday morning Craft Group - All welcome
Thursday morning Mainly Music for littlies and their carers

LOVE

Mentor Programme - see Chad
If you are interested in either church membership or would
like to be baptised (or find out more about this) please speak
to one of the pastors.

A Prayer List for you
1. Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good and his love endures forever!
2. Pray for Christians to witness to our
family members who do not know God
3. Pray that we will find opportunities to
share the good news of Jesus naturally.
4. Thank the Lord that Bob is recovering
well from his operation.
5. Pray for the church in Moora and
Matt who is ministering there today.
6. Pray for the church camp in May.
7. Pray for the refreshment centre and
playground to be completed.
8. Pray that the Kids' and Teenzones will
reach the next generation with the
Good News about Jesus.
9. Thank the Lord for unity in our
church and pray for the church leaders
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to encounter God
is different from
meeting with God
privately. We can
meet with God
informally, talk to
him about
anything as part of
our daily lives, but
church is the place
where we meet
God as part of a
community. It is in church where God addresses us through a voice other than our
own, a voice which comes from outside of us, a word which has the power to shatter
our firmly held ideas, beliefs, misconceptions and prejudices. It is in church that God
continues to confront us through his Holy Spirit to convict us of sin but also of his
grace and mercy. It is in the formal gathering of believers where God opens his heart
and shares his will for us, his holy people.
We come to church to meet God as a group of His people. Not just any God, but the
only God. The one before whom everything trembles in holy awe, and yet also the
one who meets us with kindness and a smile. The German scholar, Rudolph Otto,
described an encounter with the divine as being filled with mystery and fear, but also
with fascination and attraction. In church we experience fear and mystery not as the
opposites of fascination and attraction. Mystery follows revelation. God reveals
himself to us in church and places us before the mystery of his love. We fear the God
who attracts us to himself with undeserved mercy and kindness; we fear Him, not
because He is scary, but because He is radically different from us in his powerful love
and compassion.
To make the most of church it is good to prepare our hearts before coming to
church. It is true that we can oversleep and rush into church at the very last moment
and still be blessed. But it is also true that we can enter church so rushed and
disrupted that our minds and hearts go on their own journey away from God, even as
we sit in church. It may be useful to take a few moments as we dress to remind
ourselves that we are going to be addressed by God himself - and if we think the idea
that God will speak to us through the preacher is absurd, it might be good to say a
short prayer and expect a miracle.
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11 Their enemies took everything of value from Sodom and Gomorrah,
including their food supplies. 12 They also captured Abram’s nephew Lot,
who lived in Sodom. They took him and his possessions and then left.
15 That night, Abram divided up his troops, attacked from all sides, and won
a great victory. But some of the enemy escaped to the town of Hobah north
of Damascus, 16 and Abram went after them. He brought back his nephew
Lot, together with Lot’s possessions and the women and everyone else who
had been captured.
17 Abram returned after he had defeated King Chedorlaomer and the other
kings. Then the king of Sodom went to meet Abram in Shaveh Valley, which is
also known as King’s Valley. 18 King Melchizedek of Salem was a priest of
God Most High. He brought out some bread and wine 19 and said to
Abram:
“I bless you
in the name of God Most High,
Creator of heaven and earth.
20 All praise belongs
to God Most High
for helping you defeat your enemies.”

Then Abram gave Melchizedek a tenth of everything. 21The king of Sodom
said to Abram, “All I want are my people. You can keep everything else.” 22
Abram answered:The Lord God Most High made the heavens and the earth.
And I have promised him 23 that I won’t keep anything of yours, not even a
sandal strap or a piece of thread. Then you can never say that you are the
one who made me rich. 24 Let my share be the food that my men have
eaten. But Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre went with me, so give them their share
of what we brought back.

