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SERMON: THE STORY OF ABRAM (2)

Welcome to our church service this morning. We trust that the Lord will bless
us as we place ourselves before his word and respond to his kindness to us in
worship. As we gather this morning. let us do so in the knowledge that we are
not just an assembly of individuals but that we are here as the body of Christ.
Our coming together is to come to God, but also to come to eone another. This
year we would like to continue to grow the depth of fellowship we have with
one another. We would like you to seriously consider one of our care groups.
This is an ideal opportunity to share our lives together as we strive to follow
God from day to day.
We have started the story of Abram by looking at Abram's call. In today's
sermon, Matt will be taking the story a bit further. The story of the man who
faithfully starts out on a journey with God in response to God's call to "God!"
kicks off with an unexpected twist!

14 February 2021

P2

HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK
SUNDAYS@6 - Back on again this evening
Monday morning Bible study at 9.30 at the church
Monday evening Home Group at 7 at the church
Tuesday morning Craft Group - All welcome

LOVE

Thursday morning Mainly Music for littlies and their carers
Mentor Programme to start soon
If you interested in either church membership or would like to
be baptised (or find out more about this) please speak to one
of the pastors.

A Prayer List for you
1. Give thanks for the lack of local Covid
transmission.
2. Pray for our family members and
friends who do not know Christ as
Saviour.
3. Pray that we will be witnesses to his
love in our daily lives.
4. Bob Liddelow is now home from
hospital. Please keep him and Rosemary
in your prayers.
5. Paul Hitchins is recovering from knee
surgery and now has a bad cold and
cough.
6. Please remember Iris and Malcolm in
your prayers.
7. Sue Riding is recovering after eye
surgery. Pray for complete healing.

14 February 2021

P3

ST VALENTINE'S DAY
The Catholic Church
recognizes at least
three different saints
named Valentine or
Valentinus, all of whom
were martyred. One
legend contends that
Valentine was a priest
who served during the
third century in Rome.
When Emperor Claudius II decided that single men made better soldiers than
those with wives and families, he outlawed marriage for young men. Valentine,
realizing the injustice of the decree, defied Claudius and continued to perform
marriages for young lovers in secret. When Valentine’s actions were
discovered, Claudius ordered that he be put to death. Still others insist that it
was Saint Valentine of Terni, a bishop, who was the true namesake of the
holiday. He, too, was beheaded by Claudius II outside Rome.
Other stories suggest that Valentine may
have been killed for attempting to help
Christians escape harsh Roman prisons,
where they were often beaten and tortured.
According to one legend, an imprisoned
Valentine actually sent the first “valentine”
greeting himself after he fell in love with a
young girl—possibly his jailor’s daughter—
who visited him during his confinement.
Before his death, it is alleged that he wrote
her a letter signed “From your Valentine,”
an expression that is still in use today. Although the truth behind the Valentine
legends is murky, the stories all emphasize his appeal as a sympathetic, heroic
and—most importantly—romantic figure. By the Middle Ages, perhaps thanks
to this reputation, Valentine would become one of the most popular saints in
England and France.
Copied from https://www.history.com/topics/valentines-day/history-of-valentines-day-2
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10-11 The crops failed, and there was no food anywhere in the land. So
Abram and his wife Sarai went to live in Egypt for a while. But just before
they got there, he said, “Sarai, you are really beautiful! 12 When the
Egyptians see how lovely you are, they will murder me because I am
your husband. But they won’t kill you. 13 Please save my life by saying
that you are my sister.” 14 As soon as Abram and Sarai arrived in Egypt,
the Egyptians noticed how beautiful she was. 15 The king’s officials told
him about her, and she was taken to his house. 16 The king was good
to Abram because of Sarai, and Abram was given sheep, cattle, donkeys,
slaves, and camels. 17 Because of Sarai, the Lord struck the king and
everyone in his palace with terrible diseases. 18 Finally, the king sent
for Abram and said to him, “What have you done to me? Why didn’t you
tell me Sarai was your wife? 19 Why did you make me believe she was
your sister? Now I’ve married her. Take her and go! She’s your wife.” 20
So the king told his men to let Abram and Sarai take their possessions
and leave.

Church camp in May?

The management team is looking at a churh camp possibly in May. We
would like to estimate the level of interest so we can determine how many
units to book. Please speak to Lyn or Linda.e bit of body text

