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Welcome to the service this morning. Twenty twenty-one has dawned. Let us
rejoice in hope, in an expectation that this year we will grow in our knowledge of
God's love and be more and more transformed into his image. The service today
focuses on the hope we can have in Jesus Christ..
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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK
SUNDAY - Morning service as usual at 10am
SUNDAYS@6 - dinner and informal gathering around God's Word between 6 and 7pm.

THE UNDERDOG
LOVE

by JOEL HALL

Everyone loves an underdog. This common archetype woven throughout
human history are found in sport, literature, film & TV, and biblical
scripture (most notably, David, Moses, Daniel, and Gideon). There have
been many classic underdog tales, from Leicester City’s 2016 premier
league victory, to the Suffragettes gaining the right to vote in the early
1900s. To almost every superhero on screen and in print, and to beloved
favourites such as Harry Potter and Luke Skywalker in Star Wars.
The plot-line for all these underdogs shares a very similar structure. They often start off in the
lowest of states, undervalued, with a lack of opportunities, and not much support. Then, they
would see a glimpse of hope that would set them on a course towards achievement.
Maybe this could be an encounter with a mentor figure, or a change in society’s universal views,
or maybe adding that one great player to fill an essential playing position. Sbsequently the
underdog(s) would utilise this spark of aspiration to advance. This breakthrough would be
accomplished through teamwork, pluckiness, craft, or pure smarts and the most important
notion of all, the element of surprise. With the use of all or some of these traits the underdog
would inevitably strike the antagonist’s Achilles heel and therefore completely vanquish the
adversary. From then on, the underdog(s) would now be perceived in a different light by
observers.
While there is a clear silver thread that runs through all these
stories, there is one exception from the rest of the underdogs.
Not to take away from the accomplishment of these characters
(whether they be fiction or not), but this person I am referring
to, blows their narratives out of the water. This underdog is
Jesus Christ himself. Any sane person would have presumed the
human embodiment of the king of the universe to be born into
an esteemed family of some royalty and wealth. They would also
have expected him to be respected and listened to throughout
his time on earth. Instead, Jesus was born in a measly stable
surrounded by stinky farm animals to a young virgin woman
who was married to an ordinary carpenter.
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Throughout his life, he was mocked, scorned, dismissed, and humiliated; much alike some of
the underdogs, but even more so. The distinction of Jesus to these figures, however, was how
he was victorious. Unheard of,
God becoming human, he took up
a cross giving his life as a sacrifice.
He then was raised from the dead
by God ‘s power to reign
victoriously. Jesus did not require
hope or motivation from a
mentor figure, nor did he use
pluckiness or wait for a bit of luck.
His perseverance to the Father’s
will stayed true throughout his
time on earth, and his story is not
over yet. One day he will complete
his victory of love over his
antagonists when his kingdom comes in all its fullness. In the present time he is transforming
‘underdogs’ from all places and backgrounds to become people who depend upon the Father’s
love. He shares his victory with the lowest and weakest of ‘underdogs’ to become children that
live in grace not luck. The victory is over evil and selfish ways turning people into lovers of God
and other ‘underdogs. Now that is a good news story!

“Totally without hope one cannot live."
“God weeps with us so that we may one day laugh with
him.”
“When God becomes man in Jesus of Nazareth, he not
only enters into the finitude of man, but in his death on the
cross also enters into the situation of man's
godforsakenness"
Jurgen Moltmann

3 January 2021 Romans 15 from The Message Translation P4
1-2 Those of us who are strong and able in
the faith need to step in and lend a hand to
those who falter, and not just do what is most
convenient for
us. Strength is for service, not status. Each
one of us needs to look after the good of the
people around us, asking ourselves, “How can
I help?”

do it! Jesus, staying true to God’s purposes,
reached out in a special way to the Jewish
insiders so that the old ancestral promises
would come true for them. As a result, the
non-Jewish outsiders have been able to
experience mercy and to show appreciation
to God. Just think of all the Scriptures that
will come true in what we do!

3-6 That’s exactly what Jesus did. He didn’t
make it easy for himself by avoiding people’s
troubles, but waded right in and helped out. “I
took on the troubles of the troubled,” is the
way Scripture puts it. Even if it was written in
Scripture long ago, you can be sure it’s written
for us. God wants the combination of his
steady, constant calling and warm, personal
counsel in Scripture to come to characterize
us, keeping us alert for whatever he will do
next. May our dependably steady and warmly
personal God develop maturity in you so that
you get along with each other as well as
Jesus gets along with us all. Then we’ll be a
choir—not our voices only, but our very lives
singing in harmony in a stunning anthem to
the God and Father of our Master Jesus!

For instance:
Then I’ll join outsiders in a hymn-sing;I’ll
sing to your name!

7-13 So reach out and welcome one another
to God’s glory. Jesus did it; now you

And this one:
Outsiders and insiders, rejoice together!And
again:People of all nations, celebrate
God!All colors and races, give hearty praise!
And Isaiah’s word:
There’s the root of our ancestor Jesse,
breaking through the earth and growing tree
tall,Tall enough for everyone everywhere to
see and take hope!
Oh! May the God of green hope fill you up
with joy, fill you up with peace, so that your
believing lives, filled with the life-giving
energy of the Holy Spirit, will brim over with
hope!

“Totally without hope one cannot live. To live without hope is to cease to live.
Hell is hopelessness. It is no accident that above the entrance to Dante's hell
is the inscription: "Leave behind all hope, you who enter here.”
― Jurgen Moltmann, Theology of Hope
“[Faith] sees in the resurrection of Christ not the eternity of heaven, but the
future of the very earth on which his cross stands. It sees in him the future of
the very humanity for which he died. That is why it finds the cross the hope of
the earth.”
― Jürgen Moltmann, Theology of Hope

