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SBC BULLETIN
Reaching out to others with the gospel

Pray that our worship this week will be filled with a vibrancy that communicates
something of our excitement about the Gospel and our love for the Lord. Dour or
expressionless faces while we worship may not hinder the worship in our hearts, but
neither do they invite our neighbour to be drawn into the words and prayers during
our worship. Our worship is not just between ourselves and God, we also worship
as a service to others. That is why we come to church to worship with other people
instead of just watching Songs of Praise on TV. Sometimes I need the joy and
enthusiasm of the person next to me to help me break free from the hard things
which stand between me and my vision of God's goodness. How we express our
worship does make a difference!
We continue our series on the main foci of the church. This week we are looking at
the OUTWARD dimension of the church which is also reflected in our values.
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HAPPENINGS THIS WEEK
SUNDAY - Morning service as usual at 10am

SUNDAYS@6 - dinner and informal gathering around God's
Word between 6 and 7pm.
From 1 February all Bible studies will be up and running.

LOVE

Craft starts on 9 February.

UPWARDS
Celebrating God’s loving kindness in Christ together
INWARDS
Encouraging and equipping our members in their love for, and service
of, God and each other
OUTWARDS
Reaching out through the Holy Spirit with Christ’s love to the spiritual
and material needs of the world.

AA church which is not focused on itself but where:
Members are Kingdom focused, and
the Kingdom of God is held to be more important than the
church or our own benefits
hope and expect the impossible to happen as we strive to
reflect God's love and justice in this world
we are engaged in setting up signs of God’s Kingdom of love in
every aspect of their everyday lives and so become agents of
change in this world
Members of the church are focused on the world and its needs,
and
are committed to giving sacrificially to support Missions and
missionaries
support and release believers for new ministries by which to
reach the world with the good news about Jesus
The church offers opportunities for its members to minister
together to do God's will, while
we endeavour to work together with other churches to reach
the world in love with the good news about Jesus
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In Europe itself, the forces of secularization, allied with economic affluence,
have made dramatic progress in alienating the popular mind from the
Christian origins of Western culture. Where once the Christian churches
exerted cultural sway, they have become a besieged minority. The situation
is exacerbated by the fact that the churches themselves have in many ways
bought into a secular mindset. In preaching, teaching, congregational life,
and sometimes in the liturgy, they have pursued a course of
accommodation to secularism. In this way, they hope to get a more
sympathetic hearing for the Christian message. It is now apparent, however,
that the strategy of accommodation is self-defeating.
Accommodation to secularity is in fact perceived as a sign of weakness, as a
loss of Christian confidence. It has frequently been noted that the mainline
and accommodating churches are in decline, while conservative churches
continue to grow. Evangelicals and fundamentalists are not embarrassed to
challenge the prevailing patterns of thought and behaviour associated with
secularity. This growth, however, does not come without paying a price. That
price includes a loss of openness to the human situation in all of its
maddening variety and a quenching of the unprejudiced search for truth.
That said, the irony is that those churches that are dismissed as irrelevant
by more “sophisticated” Christians often turn out to be most relevant to our
secular societies. These societies are marked by a pervasive consciousness
of dissatisfaction and indeterminate longings, and that is the consciousness
most effectively addressed by Christians who have a distinctive message
that challenges the spirit of secularism.
(continued on back page...)
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9-10 “You’ve been with me all this time, Philip, and you still don’t understand? To
see me is to see the Father. So how can you ask, ‘Where is the Father?’ Don’t you
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I speak to
you aren’t mere words. I don’t just make them up on my own. The Father who
resides in me crafts each word into a divine act. 11-14 “Believe me: I am in my
Father and my Father is in me. If you can’t believe that, believe what you see—
these works. The person who trusts me will not only do what I’m doing but even
greater things, because I, on my way to the Father, am giving you the same work
to do that I’ve been doing.
You can count on it. From now on, whatever you request along the lines of who I
am and what I am doing, I’ll do it. That’s how the Father will be seen for who he is
in the Son. I mean it. Whatever you request in this way, I’ll do.

CHURCH CONTINUED

Secularism can be challenged by irrational protest or reaction. Such reaction,
however, is too often accompanied by a closing of the mind to legitimate
questions raised to Christian faith, and by an unwillingness to examine honestly
the beliefs that Christians want to defend. The more promising response to
secularism takes the form of an open and rational (although not “rationalistic”)
inquiry into both the roots of modernity and the content of the Christian tradition,
including the biblical writings. A rational attitude necessarily involves critical
reflection, but if such reflection is truly critical it applies itself not only to
the cultural tradition but also, and with equal rigor, to the critics of the tradition...
...According to Christianity, the message of the kingdom of God is the
Indispensable condition for meaningful human life, individual and social. The
kingdom of God is not something that we can bring about, nor is it identical
with the life of the church. It is, rather, the horizon and criterion of individual
and social life, including the life of the church. The church’s mission is to be a
sign of the kingdom.
https://www.firstthings.com/article/1991/11/the-present-and-future-church

